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ATTORNEY GENERAL COMPLETES REVIEW OF BEND POLICE SHOOTING
Yesterday, Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum and her team at the Oregon Department of Justice completed their
legal review of the December 23, 2016 shooting death of Michael Jacques in downtown Bend. Deschutes County District
Attorney John Hummel asked Attorney General Rosenblum to take-over this case due to a potential conflict of interest
(Hummel’s attorney in litigation related to injuries he sustained in a car crash was retained by the family of Mr. Jacques to
represent them in a case against the City of Bend based on the circumstances of his death).
Department of Justice Chief Counsel Michael J. Slauson informed Hummel via a letter (attached) that the Department of
Justice concluded there was insufficient evidence to find Bend Police Officer Scot Schaier criminally liable for shooing
Jacques.
Specifically, Slauson said: “[T]he evidence is insufficient to disprove that Mr. Jacques was attempting to escape at the
time Officer Schaier used deadly physical force or that Officer Schaier reasonably believed the use of deadly force was
necessary to defend himself and others. Accordingly, there is insufficient evidence to prove beyond a reasonable doubt
that Officer Schaier was not justified in his use of force.”
The Department of Justice’s opinion letter concludes the criminal review of the circumstances surrounding Mr. Jacques’
death.
Hummel thanked the Department of Justice for their work:
“Officer involved shooting cases require prosecutors and investigators to expend hundreds of hours to ensure no stone is
unturned and the truth comes out. Thank to you Attorney General Rosenblum and her team for taking on this case.”
Hummel expressed his condolences to the family of Michael Jacques:
“Regardless of what the Attorney General decided in this case, Michael Jacques’ family would be grieving his loss. I
assume this decision makes their pain more intense and I wish them the best in this trying time.”
Finally, Hummel recognized the struggle that the involved officers and their families have endured:
“Officers Schaier and Tisher and their families will always carry with them the pain inherent in any situation where a
person’s life is taken. They have handled these last six months with grace and strength. Going forward will be slightly
less difficult now that the Attorney General has completed her review.”
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