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The Clark County Medical Examiner’s Office has identified the Vancouver man shot and killed by police last week during a domestic 
violence call as 31-year-old Sebastian T. Lewandowski of Vancouver.

Lewandowski died of multiple gunshot and shotgun wounds, according to the agency, and his death was ruled a homicide.

On Nov. 25, officers were called to the Alder Creek Apartments, 11716 N.E. 49th St., just before 11 p.m. after an argument between a 
man and a woman escalated. A man, who was reported to be armed, had set an apartment on fire, according to police.

The officers entered the apartment complex on foot and encountered Lewandowski in the parking lot, who was carrying what appeared to 
be an AR-15 rifle- type weapon, police said.

After he refused to comply with officers’ commands to put the weapon down, the officers fired at him, according to police. He died at the 
scene.

Witnesses said they heard about five shots.

Police later determined that the weapon Lewandowski was holding was an Airsoft-type AR-15 replica. A female he threatened with the 
weapon in the parking lot was not associated with him and was not injured.

Lewandowski had been a guest of the residents of the apartment he set on fire, police said; no one else was in the apartment at the time.

The five Vancouver police officers who fired at the suspect are Brent Donaldson, Christopher Douville, Eric McCaleb, Timothy Pfeifer and 
Colton Price, the Vancouver Police Department said in a press release. All five were working patrol during the incident and are now on 
paid administrative leave, according to the agency.

The Regional Major Crimes Team is investigating the officer-involved shooting, with the Clark County Sheriff’s Office acting as the lead 
agency.

› Patty Hastings

Alleged car thief caught near airfield

Vancouver police helped law enforcement from Portland apprehend a suspected car thief Tuesday night after a chase through parts of 
west Vancouver.

The Vancouver Police Department was called at 8:31 p.m. to help Portland police stop a stolen 1998 Honda Civic that was traveling at 
speeds of up to 80 mph and heading northbound toward the Interstate 5 Bridge, said Vancouver Officer Ilia Botvinnik. The car crossed the 
bridge and exited onto Mill Plain Boulevard.

Vancouver police, aware of the pursuit, caught up to the car.

The vehicle, which had an Oregon license plate, was found unoccupied near the intersection of T and Sixth streets. Police set up 
containment in the area and, with the help of a police dog, found the suspect at 311 E. Reserve St., according to police.

The man, identified by police as Khamjo Veraha, 34, of Portland, was detained at 9:24 p.m. near Pearson Field, Botvinnik said. He was 
arrested and booked into the Clark County Jail on suspicion of hit-and-run, attempting to elude and possession of a stolen vehicle, police 
said.

No one was injured in the pursuit.
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