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Prosecutors have cleared three officers who opened fire in October at a Vancouver man who had shot his pregnant sister and, later, killed 
himself.

Clark County Chief Criminal Deputy Prosecutor Denny Hunter issued a letter to Vancouver Police Chief Cliff Cook, saying the Oct. 12 
shooting was "justified and therefore lawful."

The decision means Vancouver police Sgt. Greg Raquer, Vancouver police Cpl. Marshall Henderson and Clark County sheriff's Deputy 
Gordon Conroy won't face criminal charges and can go back to work; they had been placed on administrative leave pending the outcome 
of the investigation.

In his Dec. 20 letter, Hunter noted that the suspect, Anthony Pyle, had told family members in the months before the shooting that "he 
was going to kill himself and take a bunch of people out with him."

The three officers were called to a home in the 3900 block of Northeast 62nd Avenue shortly after 8 p.m. to a report of a man who shot 
his pregnant sister in the stomach. When they arrived, the sister, Angela Pyle, told the officers she didn't know the whereabouts of her 34-
year-old brother.

Angela Pyle was five months' pregnant and lost the fetus; she survived.

Henderson developed a tactical plan to search the property. After sweeping the area, officers zeroed in on a shed that a tracking dog was 
showing interest in and it appeared they had found the assailant.

At about 9 p.m., Henderson announced, "Police! Show me your hands!" according to a report by Hunter. That's when Pyle started firing 
his gun.

"Cpl. Henderson felt the suspect clearly knew that he and the rest of the team were police officers," Hunter wrote. "The bullets fired by the 
suspect passed through the wall and door frame."

Raquer told investigators that rounds were coming through the door and toward the officer and that he thought Pyle was trying to kill him 
and the other officers.

Conroy then fired his gun and was then hit by return fire; the bullet lodged in his ballistic vest and he was mildly injured, investigators said.

Henderson then fired a "couple rounds," as did Raquer, according to Hunter's report.

After the officers took cover and SWAT team members arrived on scene, a robot was deployed into the shed for surveillance on Pyle. A 
second, larger robot entered to retrieve Henderson's rifle, which had been left inside. At about 11 p.m., Pyle called 911, threatening to kill 
if the officers didn't disperse.

"Mr. Pyle told the operator he knew he was surrounded, that he would shoot the police and that he would kill anyone if they tried to come 
in," Hunter wrote.

Officers then sent in the larger robot with a tear gas grenade. The video taken by the robot showed Pyle slumped over, appearing dead. 
They later confirmed he had died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head.

Hunter said the decision that the shooting was justified was made by taking into account that Pyle posed "a threat of serious physical 
harm to the officer or a threat of serious physical harm to others," according to the report.

"The loss of life in this situation was tragic and regrettable," Hunter wrote. "However, the conduct of Sgt. Raquer, Cpl. Henderson and 
Deputy Conroy in the circumstance with which they were confronted was clearly reasonable, justified and lawful."

Laura McVicker: 360-735-4516 or laura.mcvicker@columbian.com.
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