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As one bank robbery suspect appeared in Clark County Superior Court this morning, profiles of two others who died in last Fridays 
shootout with police were emerging.

Ronald Jay Bianchi, 25, appedred this morning in Clark County Superior Court. A judge set his bail at $ 750,000.

Bianchi is being held in connection with the bank robbery and dramatic gun battle Friday in McLoughlin Heights. Prosecutors expect to 
charge him this week with one count of first-degree robbery and three counts of attempted murder, one for each of the three police 
officers who had to dodge gunfire from the suspected bank robbers.

Killed by police bullets on Blandford Drive were Michael Judson Brock, 24, and Aaron Lee Ahern, 25.

Bianchi escaped from a wooded ravine but was arrested about an hour later near Fort Vancouver High School.

Arrested also was Bianchis girlfriend, Rachel Shannon Barnes, 22, who is suspected of helping plan the robbery. The couple lived in a 
newly purchased house at 2722 E. St. in Washougal along with a second man believed to be one of the dead men.

Fridays shooting climaxed a harrowing day that included a pipe-bomb explosion near the Kmart on Andresen Road, a robbery at a Wells 
Fargo bank branch near Vancouver Mall, a second robbery of a Seafirst Bank branch, 5301 E. Mill Plain Blvd., and the wild, guns-blazing 
chase through the normally peaceful neighborhoods near Blandford Drive. Police now believe that the Wells Fargo robbery was unrelated.

In court this morning, Judge Robert Harris appointed Vancouver attorney Jeff Barrar to represent Bianchi. He and Barnes are both 
scheduled to enter pleas to the charges Oct. 31.

Said one of their Washougal neighbors Monday, I think its kind of weird living next door to Bonnie and Clyde.

Bianchi and Barnes moved into the small, two-story home in September.

They just seemed like a nice, young couple, said neighbor Kathy Smith. I didnt notice too much traffic in and out. They pretty much stayed 
to themselves.

Barnes was arrested about 3 a.m. Monday by two Vancouver police detectives. She told authorities she is married to Bianchi but doesnt 
have any legal documentation. She is pregnant.

As for the two shot and killed Friday, they are portrayed in court records and interviews with their families, acquaintances and others as 
one-time felons who continued to bump up against the law.

Michael J. Brock was raised in Anchorage, Alaska, and moved to Clark County sometime after 1991. Hed had various legal scrapes 
including a 1993 Clark County conviction for attempted second-degree robbery where Brock and a friend assaulted another man to steal 
some unspecified goods. He was sentenced to 90 days in jail.

Brock participated in alcohol treatment in 1994 and lived for a time with a sponsor who tried to get him through the treatment program.

If he was clean and sober he was a great guy, said the sponsor, who asked not be named. Brock was staying with the man in 1996 when 
he was arrested on a probation violation.

He was kind of a young, dumb, easily impressionable kid, the man said Monday. I just tried to help him out.

The man said Brock eventually dropped out of the program.

Brock was in constant trouble with probation officers for not paying his court fees including more than $ 6,000 in restitution for the robbery 
and for not reporting regularly to the probation office.

He moved frequently. Court records show at least three addresses since 1994 and one instance in which he described himself as a 
transient.
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While he had trouble finding a permanent residence, he was equally unable to hold a permanent job.

Over the past 212 years, Brock has had health problems and addiction problems which made employment difficult to maintain, wrote 
probation officer Monte-James Miller in September 1996. Brock was hampered by serious injuries he suffered in a Portland car accident 
in 1995 or 1996, Miller said.

Miller described Brock in 1994 as an articulate and a bright young man. But his opinion changed. The last time I saw Mike was in October 
or November of 1996, Miller said.

While Brock may have been personable, Miller said he was superficial and dishonest. He was an example of the old adage, If their lips 
move, theyre lying, Miller said.

I felt like however much time I spent with him was wasted. Id send him out for job interviews, and youd find him leaning up against a bus-
stop pole talking to people.

He was a guy who just didnt want to listen.

Aaron Ahern was born in Portland and he and his older brother, John, were raised by their single mother. Its not my moms fault, but we 
had a hard time growing up, John said Monday.

My brother chose his own way. I dont know if he ever robbed a bank before, but he did time for some stupid stuff.

Ahern was convicted in Idaho Falls, Idaho, of a 1992 burglary in which he broke into a Burger King and stole cash. He spent five months 
in prison before being placed on probation.

He moved to Clackamas County south of Portland in 1993. Probation officers hadnt heard from him since.

At the time of his death, Idaho authorities had a 3-year-old warrant for his arrest.

Ahern had lived in Clark County for a time, but I really didnt associate with him and his friends, his brother said. His circle of friends 
included Ronald Bianchi. I met him once and didnt like him, Ahern said.

Aaron Ahern was a one-time drug user who told his family he wouldnt do it again, John Ahern said.

He added, My brother wasnt a bad person, but he did something that nobody should ever do. He tried to take something he didnt earn.
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