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U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE AND CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ANNOUNCE TOWN
HALL MEETING REGARDING PORTLAND POLICE BUREAU INVESTIGATION
PORTLAND, Ore. – The United States Department of Justice seeks community input
concerning the investigation of the Portland Police Bureau’s (PPB) use of force policies and
practices. The United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Oregon, in conjunction with the
Special Litigation Section of the Civil Rights Division, will conduct a town hall meeting with
members of the public on Tuesday, February 28, 2012 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the St.
John’s Community Center located at 8427 N. Central Street in Portland.
On June 8, 2011, the Justice Department opened a civil investigation pursuant to the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 42 United States Code, Section
14141, in order to determine whether PPB has engaged in a pattern or practice of use of force
which amounts to a violation of civil rights. During the first week of August 2011, the Justice
Department conducted numerous individual interviews with members of the public in three
locations throughout Portland. The Justice Department is returning to Portland as part of the
investigation and invites any individual who has specific and recent information they would like
to share about their personal interaction with PPB officers to participate in this town hall
meeting.
Throughout the course of the investigation, the Justice Department will seek to determine
whether there are systemic violations of the Constitution or federal law by officers of the PPB.
The Justice Department will consider all relevant information, particularly the efforts that
Portland has undertaken to ensure compliance with federal law. The Justice Department has
taken similar steps involving a variety of state and local law enforcement agencies, both large
and small, in jurisdictions such as New York, Ohio, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the District of
Columbia, Louisiana, and California.
The Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division, Special Litigation Section and the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Oregon are jointly investigating this matter. If you
have any comments or concerns, but are unable to attend the town hall meeting, please feel free
to contact us at community.portland@usdoj.gov or 1-877-218-5228. You may also feel free to
contact the U.S. Attorney’s local Civil Rights Hotline at either 503-471-5577 or by email at
usaor.civilrights@usdoj.gov.
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