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August 26, 1947

Roy H. Mills, Secretary
Oregon State Board of Control
Salem, Oregon

Dear Mr. Mills:

Some of the relatives of our patients are clammering for the
operation known as lobotomy. It is a highly technical surgical
procedure and should be done by a brain surgeon. No member of
my medical staff is qualified to do this brain surgery which
consists of trephining the skull in the temporal frontal region
and then an especially constructed instrument, a thin, sharp,
knife like blade about fow inches in length, 1s inserted into
the frontal lobe of the brain cutting from below upwards and
severing the nervous pathways from the frontal lobe to other
parts of the brain. It is particularly recommended in patients
who are sulcidal, profoundly depressed, resistive, having to be
tube fed, etc. It brings about an immedlate change of personality
and habit patterns.

This is an operation that was developed during the past
six or eight years but it is now looked upon as standard procedure
in well selected cases. The public has heard of this miraculous
procedure and as I have said before some of the relatives are
clammering for this work to be done. Dr. York Herron, a brain
surgeon in Portland, tells me that he will be willing to come
here and operate on these cases for $200.00 per patient. I be-
lieve during a year's time we would not conduct over 10 or 12
of these operations. This will give the Board some idea as to
the possible expense.

The thought occurs to me that if we can save a few suicides,
eliminate a lot of human misery and meke it possible for the
relatives of some of these patients to take them out of the
hospital permanently apparently it would be money well spent.

Kindly get a ruling from the Board for me as to thelr wishes
regarding the above questions.

Very truly yours,
G Zvr—,

Jo Co Evan Mo D.
Superintendent

JCE/k

PHYSsICI
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Drs Je Co Evans, Superintendent
Oregon 8tate Hosplital
Salem, Oregon

Dear Dre Evans:

Reference is made to your letter of mgust 26 addressed to Roy He
Mills, Seorstary of the Oregon State Board of Control, concerning the opera-
tion known as "lobotomy™s : S -

_ The Board of Control discussed this matter in detai) and directed
nme to advise you that the operations are suthorized on the following basisi:

le Ihat in each case, the madioa.l staff of the Oregon State Hospi-
tal, at a regular staff mesting, hag recommended that the operation be per-
formeds : ' '

2, That a thorough investigation be made by the Superintendent to
insure that the operation known as lobotomy has passed beyond the experi-
mental stage, and that it is now considered desirsble by the best medical
authorities,

%, That Dre York Herron perform the operations for $200.00 per
patient, and that such operations be performed by him at the Oregon 8tate
Hospitals also that he be assisted by one or more of the staff surgeons
of the Oregon State Hospital in order thet such surgeons may learn the proe
osdure and in tims, be eble to perform such operations themselves.

4. That in each case, an investigation be made by the Ovegon State
Hospital to determine whether the patient or his or her family can ‘pay,
e all of the ocost !
bes part of the ocost #
ce none of the cost of the operation.

. 54 That whenover the patient or his or her femily can provide all
. the oost of the operation, that they be required to do so, and that where
investigation indicates that only & part can be defrayed by the patient or
his or her family, that lre Mills or the undersigned be oonsulted as to
whether the financiel arrangements made will be satisfactorys

6. That in all cases of proposed operations, and before any opera=
tion is performed, the consent of the legal guardian be obtained in writing
for the operation in qusstion. (In the event that the patient is competent,
hig or her consent of course, rather than that of the legal guardian, should
be obtained. .

YVery W Yoursy
william Oy Ryan
Supervisor of State Institutions
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THIRD MONTH POSTOPERATIVE REPORT

Re Ruth Duncan

A lobotomy was performed on this patient Jan. 17, 1948,
and for approximately one month following surgery this girl
showed marked improvement. Formerly she had to be kept in
full restraint, was very noisy and delusional. Following the
operation, the patient was up and around on the ward without
any type of restraint, she was becoming interested in her
surroundings which she never had been for a number of years.
This marked improvement, however, did not last and the patient
began to return to her former state. At the present time she
is again unmanageable except in full restraint.

Summarizing this case, it may be stated that the patient
received only temporary benefit which lasted only a short time
and that at the present time the patient's mental status is
the same as it was prior to surgery. This patient will no
doubt always be a hospital case.



THIRD MONTH POSTOPERATIVE REPORT

Otis F, Linn

This patient has shown marked improvement as a result of
his operation. He was for many years in bed under full restraint.
He would tear up bed clothing if given a chance, He is now up
and around without restraint, helps on the wards, is very coopera-
tive and has shown a lot of mental improvement. His folks are
trying to make arrangements to take him home.



Form 102

STATE OF OREGON
Office of the
HILLCREST SCHOOL OF OREGON

NOTICE OF INSANITY

IN THE MATTER OF INSANITY OF

Ruth. Grow.

an inmate of the Hillcrest School of Oregon

To the OREGON STATE BOARD OF CONTROL:

You are hereby notified that in my opinion Ruth Grow. ..

who is an inmate of the Hillcrest School of Oregon committed from ... Iiultnomeh. .. 2 . Zounty,

....... HoVe...2..1944 , 19 , is insane and can be cared for at the Oregon State Hospital with

greater benefit to said inmate.

This notice is given in order that your board may take such proceedings respecting such inmate

as may appear and in accordance with the law.

Dated at Salem, Oregon, this ..4..th... day of ........ Nowember. ....cw. i ,19..45

Nothapuy dmaeza

Superintendent of Hillcrest School of Oregon




