
January 28, 2011 

To:   Oregon State Legislators 

From:  Oregon State Hospital Advisory Board 

Re:  Building of the proposed State Hospital at the Junction City site 

On Thursday, January 20th, 2011 the OSH Advisory Board unanimously voted to express our 
objection to the plan to place a State Hospital at the proposed Junction City site.  The Board has 
carefully reviewed the information available prior to making this decision.  The Board finds the 
following points cogent and convincing: 

 The need for the facility is severely questioned prior to the more necessary increased 
development of community living and treating resources (including peer driven 
services), that were originally recommended in the Master Plan document 

 The State needs to allow time to assess the impact of current changes: new leadership 
at the State Hospital, Advisory Board impact, new efforts by Addictions and Mental 
Health Department (Adult Mental Health Initiative) that creates more movement for 
patients out of the State Hospital and back in to the community, regionalization efforts 
related to community-based treatment 

 The State’s financial situation warrants a more discriminating look at funding issues and 
expenditures.  The funds set aside for this facility would have a greater, more positive 
impact if spent on community services rather than a large State facility; furthermore, 
the operating of another facility such as this will have a negative impact on future 
funding for community services 

 The site in Junction City would place patients and their families at a disadvantage 
related to ease and access for visiting, making discharge arrangements and maintaining 
a positive connection with local communities 

 Building a large institutional mental health facility near a prison will further the stigma 
that already exists, expanding the false belief that all people with serious mental health 
issues are dangerous, violent, and need to be locked up. Building the Junction City 
facility will literally create stigma through the construction of its walls and further 
entrench in the public’s mind the idea that warehousing people with mental illness is 
good practice. This association between people with mental illness and danger or fear 
makes it especially difficult to create more supported housing resources in the 
community and thereby increases the amount of time people spend in large institutions. 
The State of Oregon should be doing everything it can to de-stigmatize mental illness 
and not, in fact, contribute to it  

 The sustainability of the facility is severely questioned given that the large cost for 
staffing, operating, and maintaining the facility would need to come from the general 
funds of the State; furthermore, the ability to adequately staff the facility is 
emphatically questioned 



Furthermore, Governor Kitzhaber has emphasized the need to steer the State’s slim resources 
to prevention and early intervention efforts. State Hospital care is very far “downstream” in the 
prevention and treatment of mental illness, which are far more likely to occur in a robust 
community system. 

In short, Oregon cannot afford – either fiscally or philosophically – to build another State 
Hospital in Junction City. 

Respectfully submitted by the members of the Oregon State Hospital Advisory Board 

 


