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Receptionist:Goodafternoon,Law office of MARK GINSBERG.
Courfney:

Yeahis N{ARK available?

_;:

Receptionist:Justa mornent,and your name?
Courtney:

DetectivcCourtney,portlzurdpolice.

Receptionist thank you.
Ginsberg:

Hi DetectiveCourhrey.

Courfney:

Hello, how areyou sir?

Ginsberg:

I'm well, thanks,yourself?

Courfney:

Good- L-Ih,I'm contactingail theser,vitrresses
involvedin our in-custodv
death. I understandyou'd calledin eiulicr today.

Ginsberg:

I calledFrink.

Courtney:

Okay. What um, what did you observe?

Ginsberg:

I rvasacrossthe intersectionin my car.

Courtney:

Okay-

Ginsbcrg:

uh, and I was stoppedfor crossedtraffic rookingto my right facing
sciuthbound.

Courfney:

So you're on uh, are you on uh, | 3,hthen?

Ginsberg:

Yes, I was on l3'h facing southbound.

Courtney:

At the intersectionof Everett?

Ginsberg:

Correct.

Courhrey:

Okay.
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Ginsberg: I was in the right lane, I was the first car.
Courtrey:

Okay-

Cinsberg:

to
!_oglcing my right to make sure rhar I couid cross Everett at first I saw the
in the right lane,or the southboundranepulled to the right
ai u"
lP? !*
And the thing that I noticedwas it saidrransit police which I thought "ngr".
was
odd...
.::
...Uh-huh.

Courhrey:
Ginsberg:

.-.who would rransit Policebe puiling over therean,ilI
saw trvo officers get
out in PPB uniform.

Courtney:

Uh-huh.

Ginsberg:

saw the homelessguy standingthere,he rookedlike a scruffy
homeressguy,
but you know.,it looked like he wasjust standingthereand..l

Courtney:

.-.Now which way is this guy facing?

Ginsberg:

At thatpoint, he was, I belie'e he was facing the officers so he wourd
ha'e
beenfacing westbound_

Courtney:

Okay.

Ginsberg:

And then beforeI movedthe Murtnomahcounty sheriff s vehicre
camepast
thatand alsopulled o'er sort of at thc cornerofihe intersection,
almost in
&ont of me, sort of at my say, oneo'clock aimost-

Courtncy:

Now you sayMultnomah CountySherift you mean,portland police
vehicle?

Ginsberg:

No, I think the secondpersonwho I saw I thoughtwas a Multnornah
county
Sheriff.

Courftey:

okay.

Ginsberg:

White vehiclebut the greenuniform is my recollection.

Courtney:

Okay- But it rvasa, it was a white car.

Ginsberg:

I believeso yeah.

Courrney:

Okav.
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Ginsberg:

uh, and so that, that officer ivas sort of further uh, east of the homelessguy.

Courtney:

Uh-huh.

Ginsberg:

And he was still on the driversside of his vehicle standingtherewith his door
openwhenthe homelessguy tumed counter-clockwise
until hc was facing
eastboundand the officer said hey, he's running and fhen they ali just went, he
didn't takemore thana stepand ali threeofficers,the rrvo that I sawfrom the
first Transit vehicle and second,the third percon I meanhom the, rvho I
thought was a Sheriff sort of tac.kledhim like a pretty, a prstty aggressivc
flying tackle.

Courlney:

Uh-huh.

Ginsberg:

'rhrew

him right onto the ground. And againI didn't move my car yet .causeI
was hke you know, lets give the officersroom to work.

Courtney:

Right-

Ginsberg:

I really wasn't in the mood [o jump in the middle of it.

Courtney:

Right, no,huh-uh.

Ginsberg:

And it seemedlike they were on top of him sort of rlrcstling him around lor
awhile andthen it rvasclear that they hadthe, the sort of sceneundercontrol.
And my rvindowswere open both front drivers side and passenger
side,it was
nice weatherout- And so I proceedsh-aightthrough the intersection
southboundand went right pastas theywere on top of him and uh, I heardhim
sayingmercy,mercy and thenI continuedon my way.

Courkrey:

You heardthe uh, subjectsay rncrcy,mercy?

Ginsberg;

Yeah,yeah,they were all sort of at thatpoint on top of hirn trying to force his
armsbackso they could, I assume,handcuffhim_\

Courtney:

Okay. And you continuedsouthbound?

Ginsberg:

That is correct.

Courtney:

Ald were you aloneor was thereanotherwitnessin the car?

Ginsberg:

I had mybaby son u'ith me,

Courtney:

Your, oh your son, baby son.
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Ginsberg: Yeah,yeah,he'tl be hvcjthisyearso...
Courhrey: ...Yeah, okay well ihis.-.And then can you tell me how this takedown
occurred,be more specificon that sir.

Ginsberg: It really seemedto happenvery fast and,and candidly_I thoughtit rvasreally

preffy rough- Becauseit didn't seemlike he was rurmingand it seemedlike
fhe officers immediatelywent running at him and I, I thi;k it was one of the
PPB officersreally sort of did like a fllng tackleof himlialmostIike a football
tackle.
i

Courtney:

Like wherehe would wrap his arms aroundthe guy?

Ginsberg:

And sort drove him onto the ground-

Courtney:

And how did the officer fall?

Ginsberg:

ffh, on top of him. So the, rhelvfr. CIIASSE. i.sthat his name?

Courtney:

CHASSE.

Ginsberg:

CHASSE, okay. so it seemedlrke GFIASSEhit the ground wirh the officer
right on top of hin-r.

Courtney:

okay- okay- And did you hearany uh, conversations
from the officer at that
point when hc, when they first got out of the car, could you hearif they rvere
talkingto him, havinga ..-

Ginsberg:

-. -I, I don't recall the exactwords but I, I think they saidsomethinglike hey,
and then as he, as ]vft. CHASSE turned away from them, becausehe clearly
sawthem, they immediatelysaid you Llow, he's running,go and they all sort
of you know, ran after him, jumped on him right arvay.

Courfney:

Um-hm. And could you tell what Mr. CIIASSE was doing when thc officers
stoppedto get out to talk with him-

Ginsberg:

It just lookedlike he wasstandingthere. um, you, you know I've seenthe
papersobviouslynow...

Courhrey:

...Right...

Ginsberg:

,..but it, it didn't seemto me thathe was urinatins-

Courtorey:

Okay.
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Ginsberg:

I, it just seemedto me like he was standingtherelor:kinglike a scruffy
homelessguy.

Courtorey:

fught.

Ginsberg:

Um, but it did not seemto me like he was urinating.

Courbrey:

And when you saw hinr he was facing towardsthe officers?

Ginsbcrg:

originaliy facing, I gotta closemy eyesro ger rny direction,yeah,he was
originally faging westbound and then tumed easiboundafter the officers pulled
into the scene-

Courtney:

Okay.

Ginsberg:

So, but he hadhis back to me when he was doingthat tum, he was turning
counter-cloclcrvise-

Courfney:

Okay.

Ginsberg:

Not that he turned torvardsto face me, but he hrrnedu'ith his face awav fiom
me is my recollection

courfney:

okay. And thenhe uh, immediately starte<lrunningand,and.--

Ginsberg:

No, but he didn't run, he took maybeone stepandthen...

Courtney:

...The officers lvere...

Ginsberg:

..-The of{icerswerejust on top of him

Courfney:

Okay.

Ginsberg:

IIe neverran.

Courtney;

Okay.

Ginsberg:

He did tum, but he never ran.

courlney:

okay. And did Mr. CHASSE say anythingwhen he tumed?

Ginsberg:

Not that I heard.
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Courtney:

Okay. And did it look to you like all threeof the officersuh,jumped him or
knocked him to the groundor was it iike one officer?

Ginsberg:

t think it was more thanone officer.

Courh-rey:

More than one officer.

Ginsberg:

Certainlyby the tirne-Ipullcd throughthe intersectionall threeoffrcerswcre
-r-'
cerfainlyon top of him-

Courtney:

Um-hm.

Ginsberg:

flh, but I think therervassort of one officer who tackted him and then fivo
officers rvho alsojumped on after the initial tackle-

Courtney:

Okay, andyou said,correctme if I'm twong, but earlieryou said the officer
that tackledhim landedon toDof him?

Ginsberg:

That's my recollection,yes.

Courfrey:

Okay. Axd did the otherofficersthat uh, rverebehindhim or whatever.rlid
they land on top of him?

Ginsbcrg:

I'rn really not positive.

Courtney:

Not positive,okay. And did you seethe officersus€any kind of um, force
againstthis subject,otherthan you, you know, you describedthe shrrgglingto
get hirn handcuffed,were they um...

cinsberg:

...You rneanlike their,like a pR or taseringor somethinglike that?

Courtney:

Like, yeah,any kind of lesslethai sornethingor evenwith their uh, punching,
kicking thingsof thatnature?

Ginsberg:

No, I really didn't- I sarvthemsort of wrestlingwith him whcn they had him
on the ground when they were tr;ring to force his arms back and he was, he
was,.hisarmswerenot back-

Courtney:

Um-hm.

Ginsberg:

l-Ih, and that, that was sort of.. once they had landedon him they were trying ro
force his arms back and tliat's when all three of them were top of him trying to
force his arms around.
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Courtney:

Okay.

Ginsberg:

But I didn't seethem punchinghim, I didn't seethem kicking him, I did.not
seeany of them using a batonor a taseror anything like that.

Courlney:

okay- And of courseyou weregone from the areaby the fime they had him
handcufled?

Ginsberg:

Correct.

-.::

Courtney:

' okay, anddid uh, um, would you say this guy's
uh, passivelyresistingor is he
activelyresistingtheir..
.:

Ginsberg:

...I, I would say he was passivelyresisting. you know, all threeof them were
on top of him trying to move his armsaroundbut it alsoseernsfrom his vells
Iike he wasalreadyat that point in pain_

- Courbrey:

Right, right- A'd did you notice, did he have anything rvith him?
_

Ginsberg:

I, I don't recall, I, I don't remembersecinganything like shoppingcart but he
might havehad a bag with him, but I, ['m not positive

Courtney:

okay, andthen um, you describedthree officers to me did you seeany other
officers on the sceneother than the threc?

Cinsberg:

Not i'irially- Uh, my wife wasshoppingat the uh, the, the whole foodsdoun
the block and when I picked her I mentionedwhat I'd seenand becausewe
were actuaily going past the sceneto go where we were going uh, I did see
manymorc vehiclesthere later. But when I left the sceneinitiallv I onlv saw
the threeofficersI mentioned.

Courtncy:

Okay, andwhat was happeningwhen you passedthe scenelater?

Ginsberg:

Well we, we were a block away from it at that point..

Courhrey:

.. .Oh,I see.

Ginsberg:

one block further southand we could seedown the block on 13,h,we could
seethat therewas a lot more vehicles but we couldn't really seswhat rvas
happeni'gbecausetherewere many uh, police vehiclesat ihat point.

Courfney:

Right. so uh, this running that's beendescribed,it was only a few stepsbefore
the officers had him fo the ground then apparently?
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Ginsberg:

I, you know he maybetook one stepmaybejust a pivot step e'en if
I were to
describeit.

Courtney:

Okay.

Ginsberg:

You know he turned and the officers respondedimmediately and they were
on
top of hirn

Courcney:

Okay.

Ginsberg:

You know the hrst thing that caughtmy eye when I first puiled up and I came
to a full stop.

Courtney:

Um-hm.

Ginsberg:

I saw the homelessguy, he wasn't going anywhereso I wasn,t concernedttrat
he was going to stepin front of my vehicleand then when I startedto move
forward I saw the, the white Transit police vehicre sort of pull over fast, you
knorv rapid deceleration,I was-likeoh, uh, and that *", *iry I stayedpui
becausetheofficersimmediatelypoppedout of their vehicli.

Courtney-

Um-hm.

Ginsberg:

And so I wasn't in the mood to sort of get in the way of anyhing they were
going to do.

Courtney:

Norv rvhenhe, when you first saw him how far um, up the, the streetwas he?

Ginsberg:

Maybe one or two car lengths- They pulted into the parked'carlane at an
angleso thepassengerside of the noseof the cruiseiwas in thc parkedcar lane
but the backof their vehiclervasstill in the travel lane,

Courtrey:

okay, and thenas you've describedit thcy're on the southside of the street-

Ginsberg:

That is correct.

Courtney:

okay, okay I think that pretry well surnsit up. Anything elseyou can think of
t-hatI haven'tasked
1'ou?

Ginsberg:

I don't think so.

Courtney:

Okay, MARK let me get someinformationhere,you middle initial?

ri:

Ginsberq: J.
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Courtney:

And what is your businessaddressthere?

Ginsberg:

It's 62 I

Courfney:

Uh-huh.

Ginsberg:

SW Morrison

Courtney:

Uh-huh.

Ginsberg:

Suite900.

Courtney:

(Jm-hm.

Ginsbcrg:

Portland, 97205.

Courtney:

97205. Aad uh, you spell your last nameG...

Ginsberg:

t-N_S_B-E-R.G-

Courtney:

okay. um what we're doing is I'm passingthis inforrnationoff to, to chris
Mascalat the DA's office who has,you know, the caseand is in the processof
presentingto the GrandJury. she will probablywant, you know, shc's
bringing rnost witnessesin to testifo- Are you available uh, tomorrow or
Monday?

Ginsberg:

Yes, I can makemyself available.

Cour0rey:

okay, uh, rve'lI letlou know. I'11havc chris give you a call probablyin the
moming.

Ginsberg:

Okay-

Courfney:

And lets se6,I've got your businesbphone,is that the best way to get a hold of
you?

Ginsberg:

Yes.

Courrney:

Okay, I appreciateit MARK.

Ginsberg:

I unr" let's see,tomorrow t will be in by about l0:00 AM and then Monday
I'm availableall day io I can do it either.

Courtney:

Okay great. Okay, thank you MARK.

'ir
'
':
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Ginsberg:

o""o".rt;#lf

Thankyou.

Courfney: You bet,bye-bye.
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