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News Release – July 23, 2010 
CITY AUDITOR RELEASES OUTSIDE EXPERT’S REVIEW OF 

THE INVESTIGATIONS REGARDING THE IN-CUSTODY 
DEATH OF JAMES CHASSE, JR. 

 
City Auditor LaVonne Griffin-Valade today released a report from the OIR Group, the outside 
experts hired by the Auditor to review the closed investigations regarding the September 17, 
2006 in-custody death of James Chasse, Jr.  “Local officials and a broad spectrum of 
community members raised a number of procedural and policy issues over the course of the 
three-year investigation period, and this important report significantly addresses many of the 
questions that have been raised,” Griffin-Valade said.  Concerns regarding the actions of the 
Portland Police Bureau and the other public and private entities involved with Mr. Chasse 
during the two hours between his initial encounter with law enforcement and his death in the 
back seat of a patrol vehicle have lingered for almost four years.   
 
This is the fifth review of closed Police Bureau investigations of deadly force incidents since 
2002 when the Auditor’s Independent Police Review (IPR) division was authorized to hire 
experts and oversee those reviews.  This is the first such report focusing on a single incident, 
and it is also the first time a review was conducted prior to completion of civil litigation.  The 
Auditor and IPR broke with past practice in their approach to the expert review of Mr. 
Chasse’s death because such reviews should be as timely as possible in order to be meaningful 
and relevant to City officials, the Police Bureau, and the public. “The immediacy of the 
public’s interest in this case was clear and compelling, prompting us to move forward with an 
expert review once the investigations closed in September 2009.” 
 
Over the course of the review, the OIR Group met with Portland Police Bureau members, IPR 
staff, community members, and others significant to the investigations, many of whom were 
interviewed on multiple occasions.  All investigatory materials and pertinent tactical, training, 
and procedural documents were provided to for their review.  The report from the OIR Group 
sheds light on the Police Bureau’s investigations of the events surrounding Mr. Chasse’s death 
and makes substantive recommendations for change.   

 
The OIR Group will present their findings and recommendations before City Council at 6:00 
p.m., Wednesday July 28 in Council Chambers.  Contact information: Mary-Beth Baptista, 
Director, City Auditor’s Independent Police Review Division (IPR) 503-823-0146.  The full 
report can be found online here: OIR Group: Review of Chasse Investigations.  Please check 
the IPR website for previous reports: www.portlandonline/auditor/ipr.  
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