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NEWS RELEASE 

 
UPDATE ON OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING  

OF SUICIDAL MAN  
 
The Portland Police Bureau is releasing additional information concerning the officer-involved 
shooting that occurred on January 29, 2010, at Northeast 128th and Sandy Boulevard.  The officer 
involved in this shooting is Officer Ronald Frashour, an eight-year veteran of the Bureau who is 
assigned to East Precinct.  All officers involved in this incident have been interviewed by 
detectives and this investigation in ongoing. 
 
On Friday, January, 29, 2010, at 4:22 p.m., Portland Police Officers responded to a 9-1-1 call 
regarding a suicidal man who was armed with a gun. A friend of the girlfriend of the potentially 
suicidal man had called 9-1-1 asking police to check on the welfare of her friend and her friend’s 
three small children.  The 9-1-1 call told dispatchers that the man was armed, was named Aaron 
Campbell and he was despondent and suicidal.  The caller said Campbell possibly wanted to 
commit suicide by having police shoot him.   
 
The first officer arrived at 4:30 p.m., and then additional officers continued to respond to the 
scene.  Officers made contact in the parking lot with Campbell’s girlfriend.  The girlfriend had 
come out of the apartment on her own and began providing information to police about the 
situation.  She told officers that Campbell was inside their apartment with three children, ages two, 
three, and five.  The woman told officers Campbell had been despondent over his brother’s death 
and was threatening suicide.  She stated that she had seen Campbell with a gun and that she had 
last seen him put the gun in the pocket of his coat. 
 
While talking to officers, the woman continued texting Campbell and a short time later, an officer 
began communicating with Campbell via text messages.  A Hostage Negotiation Sergeant was 
with the officer while this communication was being made and both were trying to check on 
Campbell’s welfare. 
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At 5:33 p.m., the three small children came out of the apartment uninjured.  The officers continued 
trying to communicate with Campbell and at 6:07 p.m., Campbell unexpectantly came out the front 
door of the apartment.  Campbell came out with his hands on the back of his head and one officer 
began giving Campbell commands and direction so that he could be safely taken into custody. 
 
Officers at the scene have stated that Campbell began moving very quickly backwards and refused 
an officer’s commands to put his hands up in the air.  Instead, Campbell kept his hands behind his 
neck and then began to lower his hands. Campbell also began yelling at the officers that they were 
going to have to shoot him. One officer deployed two less lethal beanbag rounds striking 
Campbell, but Campbell did not comply with commands and began running back toward the 
apartment.  The same officer deployed four more less lethal beanbag rounds, striking Campbell, 
but he still did not comply. 
 
The officer involved in this shooting, Officer Frashour, had responded to the scene, had 
information that Campbell was suicidal and was armed with a gun.  Officer Frashour saw 
Campbell come out of the apartment and saw that Campbell was moving very quickly and was not 
following the commands of the other officer.  Officer Frashour witnessed the beanbag rounds 
being deployed and believed that the rounds were not having any effect on Campbell.  Officer 
Frashour saw Campbell’s hands go to the back waistband of his pants while he appeared to be 
running toward an alcove in the apartment complex. Officer Frashour was concerned about the 
safety of residents inside the apartments where Campbell was running toward, the safety of his 
fellow officers who were behind the apartments, and his own safety. 
 
Due to his belief that Campbell was armed, suicidal and possibly homicidal, Officer Frashour fired 
one AR-15 round, striking Campbell once.  At that time, Campbell fell down behind a vehicle and 
officers did not have a full view him.  Officers were unable to approach Campbell in a safe manner 
and activated the Bureau’s Special Emergency Reaction Team (SERT).  SERT arrived on scene 
and SERT medics attempted to provide medical attention to Campbell and then pronounced him 
deceased. 
 
Investigators did not find a gun on Campbell or near his body after the shooting.  Later, during a 
search, Detectives located a handgun that had been placed in a closet near the front door of the 
apartment.   
 
This is an ongoing investigation and a Multnomah County Grand Jury will be held next week.  The 
officer involved is on paid administrative leave, per Bureau policy. 
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