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PORTLAND, OREGON; MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008
9:14 a.m.

*

*

*

ALIREZA JUSTIN SOLTANI
called as a witness in behalf of the Defendants,
having first been sworn by the Reporter,
testifies as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY MR. RICE:
Good morning, Mr. Soltani.

Q.

Rice.

I'm a deputy City attorney.

My name is Jim

We introduced

ourselves to each other a moment ago.
You're here for your deposition today.

Do

you understand that?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Have you ever had your deposition taken

be£ore?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay.

So what were the circumstances that

that occurred, just generally?
A.

For this case or - -

Q.

For any case.

A.

I went through a forensics training, which

required deposition training, and also previously with
the City.
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Q.

Okay. And was it, with the City, was it a

lawsuit involving the City?

A.

Actually with this case.

Q.

This case, okay. And the purpose of this is

for lawyers to have a chance to talk to a witness.

Do

you understand that?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And we're going to be asking you questions

and we expect you to answer out loud to help our court
reporter take down the answer.

Do you understand

that?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Should I or some lawyer ask you a question

that you don't understand, would you stop us so we can
then try and rephrase it so it either makes sense or
use a word you understand?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And if you answer my question, I'm going to

assume that you have understood the question, so it's
important that we communicate correctly.

Do you

understand that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

If this matter goes to trial and you turn out

to be a witness in the case and you've changed an
answer at trial from what you tell us here today, any
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lawyer would have a right to point that out to the
jury.

Do you understand that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

So, again, that goes to how accurate we'd

like to be today. Are you on any medicine or not
getting enough sleep or anything like that that would
make it difficult for you to do this today?
A.

No.

Q.

If you'd like to take a break at some point

during the deposition, as soon as you've answered a
question, you can do that, and we can take a break.
We also have water and coffee and things like that if
that would help you out.
A.

Thank you.

Q.

Sure.

Would you tell us your full name,

please?

A.

Alireza Justin Soltani.

Q.

Mr. Soltani, what's your date of birth?

A.

July29th, 1972.

Q.

What's your present mailing address?

A.

12745 N.W. Lovejoy Street, Portland, Oregon,

97229.

Q.

phone.

A.

And we were able to reach you today on a cell
Is that the best number to get you at?
Yes.
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Q.

And could you give us that number for the

record, please?
A.

503-330-0984.

Q.

And what's your place of birth?

A.

Oxford, England.

Q.

And did you go to high school in England?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you have any education beyond high school?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And could you tell us what that is?

A.

I have Bachelor of Science in Business and

Information Systems, minor in Mathematics.
Q.

And where did you have a chance to go to

college?
A.

Oregon State.

Q.

Did you actually graduate from there?

A.

Yes.

Q.

What year was that?

A.

'96.

Q.

Okay.

A.

I'm like old.

Q.

Were you ever in the military?

A.

ROTC .

Q.

Did you complete a four-year ROTC program?

A.

No.
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Q.

You were in it for a number of years?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And how many years were you in it?

A.

Year and a half.

Q.

Okay.

A.

Yes.

Q.

Can you give us a summary of your employment

And was that at Oregon State?

since you graduated from college in 1996?
A.

I'm a consultant. I worked for Oregon State

University.

From there I moved to Emerald Solutions

as a senior systems consultant, and worked for
Consolidated Freightways as a senior systems
architect, and I worked with Zada Partners.
Q.

Zada Partners?

A.

Zada .

Q.

Could you spell that for our court reporter,

please?

A.

Z for zebra, A-D-A, Partners.

Q.

Do you have any medical training?

A.

No.

Q.

Do you have any training in police tactics or

police science in any way?
A.

No.

Q.

How about training in recognizing people who

have mental impairment?
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A.

No.

Q.

Before you came here today, did you review

any documents?
A.

No.

Q.

Have you talked to any lawyers prior to

coming here today?

A.

On the phone, yes.

Q.

And who was that?

A.

The lawyer that represents the Chasse family.

Q.

Is that Mr. Steenson who is sitting here?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you recognize him or did you just talk to

him on the phone?
A.

On thephone.

Q.

When was that?

A.

I don't recollect.

Q.

Have you talked to any investigators?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Who would they be?

A.

I believe it was from the City.

I had their

cards. John something.
Q.

Would this be shortly after the incident?

A.

About a month ago.

Q.

About a month ago.

Okay.

And did you talk

to any police officers or any investigators shortly
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1

after the incident occurred that you recall?

2

A.

Yes.

3

Q.

And do you know who that was?

4

A.

I don't, but I do have their e-mails.

5

Q.

Have you given anyone else a statement,

6

either an audio statement or a video statement or a

7

written statement, that we've not talked about?

8

A.

NO.

9

Q.

Have you ever met any of the Chasse family?

10

A.

No.

11

Q.

We're here to talk about an incident that

12

occurred near N.W. 13th and Everett Street back on

13

September 17th of 2006 involving Mr. Chasse.

14

know what I'm talking about?

Do you

15

A.

Yes.

16

Q.

And do you recall that day?

17

A.

Yes.

18

Q.

About what time of the day do you recall this

19

happening?

20

A.

It was in the afternoon.

21

Q.

How did you come to be in the general

22

23
24

vicinity?

A.

I lived on 12th and Couch, and I was visiting

my girlfriend on 21st and Kearney, and I was driving

25 back home.
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Q.

All right. And as you were driving back

home, you were operating your automobile; is that
right?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Is it a stick shift or an automatic?

A.

Automatic.

Q.

What kind of car is it?

A.

It's a 2005 Range Rover.

Q.

All right. And as you're approaching the

intersection of N.W. 13th and Everett Street, do you
see something?
A.

I saw the gentleman standing next to a tree

or - - and he looked like to me was that he was peeing
on something.
Q.

Okay.

Can you describe generally what he

looked like?

A.

He had an over

--

overcoat on, rough-looking,

hat, beard, and he had a backpack.
Q.

Okay.

And as you saw him standing there

peeing, did you see him do anything or anyone else
arrive at the scene?
MR. STEENSON:

Objection.

Misrepresents his

testimony. Go ahead.

Q.

(By Mr. Rice) Sometimes a lawyer is going to

make an objection in the case, and hers doing that for
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some technical legal reasons, but you will be
answering the question in any event, and that may
happen as we go through here, but go ahead.
What happened next?

A.

I saw the gentleman standing by the side.

He

was on my left-hand side, and to me it appeared he was
urinating, and in my rearview mirror I noticed a cop
car and I'm like, Oh, here we go.
Q.

Which street are you on?

Are you on Everett

Street or 13th?

A.

I was on Everett.

Q.

Okay. And - -

A.

Excuse me.

I was on - - Everett, excuse me,

yes.
Q.

And Everett is a one-way street; is that

right?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Were you planning on turning at some

particular location to get over to your apartment on
12th?

A.

Yes.

I usually go by the Blue Hour, take a

right, go up to Whole Foods - - to Whole - - New
Seasons, whatever, take a left onto Couch, and I have
underground parking there.
Q.

So your plan was to come down Everett Street
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and then make a right turn onto 13th; is that right?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And as you see the police car in the rearview

mirror, what's the next thing you see happening?
A.

I saw the police officer get out of his car.

Q.

Let me stop you for a second. As you were

driving down 13th and you saw the police car, did you
continue to keep driving or did you stop your vehicle?
A.

It was traffic, so I was stopped. There was

cars ahead of me.

Q.

Everett Street is two lanes; is that right?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Were you in the right lane or the left lane?

A.

I was in the right lane.

Q.

Okay. And tell me what happens next.

A.

The cop car behind me stopped.

I saw an

officer come out and just yell Stop.
Q.

I'm going to stop you there for a second.

Are your windows up or down in your Range Rover at
this time?

A.

Down.

Q.

Okay. And then the officer yelled Stop.

What's the next thing that happened?
A.

The gentleman made a noise, turned to his

left, and then turned right and started running and
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making just - - screaming.
Q.

How many police officers can you see at this

time?
A.

There was two officers. There was one in a

green uniform and there was one in a Portland uniform.
Q.

A blue uniform?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay. And when the man started running, what

happened next?
A.

The big

the - - sorry. The heavier-set

--

officer started running after him.

The one in full

green, which I believe was Multnomah sheriff, was
starting after him on the curb side, went past me, and
at the same time another police cruiser just sped,
pulled from the right lane into the left lane and went
up and turned onto 13th right by the Blue Hour and cut
him, cut him off.
Q.

Okay.

And did the police officers who were,

or the sheriff's deputy that was chasing him ever come
into contact with Mr. Chasse?

A.

Not during the chase; after he was on the

ground.
Q.

Did you see Mr. - - when

All right.

Mr. Chasse was running, he was upright; is that
correct?
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A.

Yes.

He dropped his backpack about 10, 15

feet from where he was standing and then he was just
screaming and running.

Q.

Okay.

Did he ever stop running or come in

contact with the ground somehow?

A.

What - - I saw the heavy-set Portland Police

officer try and stop him, and all I saw was legs and
arms up in the air. He just dove for him, and all I
saw was everybody just on the ground.
Q.

Could you, from your position, actually see

what part of the police officer's body came into
contact with the person he was chasing?

A.

His side shoulder, from where I was, came

down on him, and that was it.
Q.

Okay.

Only so we don't use "hen too much,

the police officer's shoulder - A.

Yes.

Q.

- - came down on the person he was chasing?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And on what part of the person's body did his

shoulder come down?
A.

On his back.

Q.

Okay.

And at that point in time, what

happened to the person who was running away?
A.

He was on the ground and he was screaming and
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yelling.

Q.

Okay.

Did you see the man actually fall to

the ground they were chasing?

A.

No.

Q.

Did you see what happened to the officer

whose shoulder touched him?
By that time, the traffic had moved, so I had

A.

no visibility until I went around the corner.
So, when you moved your car around the

Q.

corner, did you stop?
A.

I stopped.

There were three police officers

struggling, so I continued going until I got to Whole
Foods, and I parked my car and I walked back.
Q.

All right.

Before you began moving your car

down Everett and turning onto 13th, did you see a
struggle that took place between the police and the
man they were chasing?
A.

Yes.

Q.

How many officers were involved in the

struggle?

A.

Three.

Q.

All right. And do you know how many of them

had a blue uniform?

A.

Two and then one green.

Q.

All right.

Can you tell me what the struggle
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consisted of?
A.

They were trying to - - one was trying to hold

the gentleman's leg and the other two were trying to
hold his hands behind his back.

Q.

All right. Did you see any of the police

officers strike the man?
A.

At that time no.

Q.

Did you see any of the police officers kick

the man?

A.

No.

Q.

Did you see the man strike any of the police

officers or do anything to them physically?
A.

He was trying to bite them.

Q-

Okay.

Did you actually see a bite take place

or was it just an attempt that you saw?
A.

Saw an attempt, and then when the officer got

up, he was checking his gloves.
Q.

Okay.

How long was the chase in terms of

feet from the time they first said Stop to him until
he landed on the ground?

Do you have the distance?

A.

No.

It was about half a block.

Q.

And when the struggle was taking place on the

ground, did you see the police officers actually get
control of him?
A.

Yes.
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Q.

How long did it take from the first time they

came into contact with him until, in your mind, he was
under control?
A.

It took a while because he was really

struggling.
Q.

Can you describe how he was struggling?

A.

He was just squirming on the floor and just,

just squirming. He was just - - they were fighting to
keep him under control.
Was the man on the ground saying anything to

Q.

the police officers that you could hear?

A.

He was just screaming.

Q.

Screaming canmean a lot of things.

Is there

any way of describing it more than that?
It - - it was just like - - I mean, I thought

A.

he was mentally challenged.
wasn't
Q.

--

It was just - - it

it was an awkward noise.
Could you hear the police officers saying

anything to the man on the ground?

A.

To stop struggling and stop.

Q.

Okay.

As part of your answer, you thought

the man was maybe mentally challenged. Did I
understand that right?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And what led you to that belief?
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The way he was running.

Q.

And could you describe that in some way?

A.

He was like hunched back and he was like - -

it was like he was galloping. He wasn't like a
regular person running.

Q.

When you say that the officers ultimately

gained control, you observed that?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Did you see them do anything to restrain him

in any way?
A.

They handcuffed him and, for a better word,

it looked like a dog leash.

They put it around his

feet and then clipped it to the back of his handcuffs.
Q.

Is the first thing that happened they put

handcuffs on him?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And when that happened to him, what part of

his body was in contact with the ground?

A.

His chest.

Q.

And when they handcuffed him, you said there

was a dog leash involved?

A.
it.

I don't know what's the technical name for

It was just a strap with a hook on it.
Q.

Okay. And did you see them connect that to

Mr. Chasse?
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A.

Yes.

Q.

And what part of Mr. Chasse's body did you

see the strap come into contact with?
A.

It was just his legs, tied around his legs so

his legs were bound, and then to the back of his
handcuffs, I believe.
Q.

Did Mr. Chasse remain in the same position

with his chest on the ground?
A.

Yes, and then they turned him to his side to

check his pockets.
Q.

Between the time that he was handcuffed and

then using the strap on his legs, was there any
contact with the law enforcement people and the man on
the ground?
A.

The - - the gentleman in the green uniform was

walking to his left up and down, and the police
officer - - the Portland Police was hyped up, just
walking on his - - from his right to his left, just
yelling Stop and pointing at him, poking at him.
Q.

And when they were telling him Stop, was he

cuffed at that time or was it before he was cuffed?
A.

He was cuffed.

Q.

And what was the man - - was the man on the

ground doing anything when they were telling him to
stop?
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A.

He was just squirming.

He was just like a

fish out of water.
Q.

And you indicated to me, just for the record,

you were pointing with what I would call my index
finger; is that right?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Was he pointing at him telling him to stop?

A.

He was poking him.

Q.

Okay.

And was the officer standing up when

he was doing that?
A.

He was standing up.

He walked to him,

crouched, poked him, and then would walk away, and
back and forth.
Q.

Okay. And when he poked him, did he touch a

certain part of the man's body?
A.

I believe it was his shoulder.

Q.

All right.

Once you observed the handcuffs

placed on him and his feet were bound and you just
talked to him about poking with his finger

--

A.

Yes.

Q.

- - what's the next thing you observed or did?

A.

I got a little bit irritated by the, the way

the police officer was going back and forth, and there
was another cruiser that pulled up and parked in front
of the Blue Hour, and I asked the officer on board to
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call a supervisor, please.
And the officer said, Well, the person to
the - - to Chasselsleft is the supervisor in charge.

Q.

Okay.

What was it that irritated you that

you mentioned?

A.

Because the police officers that chased him

down were still there and they were hyped up from the
chase, and everybody else, all the other officers were
calm, but these guys were - - he was not, and he would
keep going back and just telling - - yelling at the
Mr. Chasse to stop yelling, and poking him, and I was
like, Just call a supervisor, move him out of the way.
Q.

And there was one officer doing that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you know the names of the police officers

that were there that day?
A.

Only the supervisor.

It was a sergeant, and

because he gave me his card.
Q.

Was the sergeant the one who was poking him

with his finger in the shoulder?

A.

No.

Q.

So it was the other officer?

A.

Yes.

The officer that showed up with the

sheriff, with the guy in the green uniform.
Q.

Were they in the same car or different cars?
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All I saw was one car behind me, and I'm not

A.

sure how the Multnomah Sheriff officer showed up,
whether he was in the same car, but they both appeared
at the same time to the same location.

Q.

And did you ever actually speak to the person

who was identified as the sergeant?
A.

Yes.

Q.

What did that conversation consist of?

A.

He asked me what was my concern.

explained to him that just be gentle.

I said

--

I

There's a

crowd.
Q.

Okay. Are you still sitting in your car?

A.

No.

I was actually standing next to the Blue

Hour.

Q.

Okay. Did you park your car next to the Blue

Hour and then get out of the car?
A.

I was further down on the right-hand side.

Q.

When did you move your car from the area

around where the struggle took place to this second
location?

A.

I went around the cruiser when the struggle

was happening, parked my car, and then walked back.
Q.

Okay.

So, when you actually left the area of

the struggle, was Mr. Chasse handcuffed at that time?
A.

There was - - when I was going around him,
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1 they were trying to hold his hands, and when I came
2
3

back, they had handcuffed him.
Q.

So you actually missed the actual

4 handcuffing; is that right?
5

A.

They had one, when I was in my car going

6

around him, one hand was handcuffed, and they were

7

putting on the second cuff on him, the first police

8

officer, the big guy, was holding his hand, and they

9 were putting on the second cuff.
10
11

Q.

Okay.

I probably missed this.

How far away

from the scene did you park your Range Rover?

12

A.

About20feet.

13

Q.

So was it on that same block then of 13th

14

between Everett and Davis?

15

A.

I'm sorry.

16

Q.

The streets are alphabetical in that area,

I'm really - - -

17 aren't they?
It was right next to Storables, whatever that

18

A.

19

street is.

20

Q.

The name of the store is?

21

A.

Storables.

22

Q.

Storables.

23

A.

Yes.

24

Q.

And then you walked back to the scene?

25

A.

Yes.

So you parked there?
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Q.

How long do you think you were absent from

the scene from the time you drove by Mr. Chasse until
the time you came back?
A.

About a minute.

Q.

Was the struggle over by the time you came

back?
A.

No.

they put the

He was still squirming, and that's when

- - restrained his feet and put the clip

on him.
Q.

Okay. And when you came back, he was

handcuffed and they had the strap on him?

A.

Correct.

Q.

Was he still lying face-down or had his body

position changed in any way?
A.

He was face-down. They rolled him first to

his right, with his left side up, and they were
checking his pockets, and then they rolled him back
again to his other side and checked his pockets.
Q.

And were you standing on the side of the

street that the Blue Hour is on when you observed
this?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Were you on the ground, standing on the

pavement, or were you up on the patio?
A.

I was on the ground.
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Q.

How tall are you?

A.

Six-two.

Q.

And as you observed them check the pockets,

could you see whether or not they removed anything
from his pockets?
A.

No, I could not.

Q.

What's the

--

have we missed anything that's

happened so far?
A.

Then once he was cuffed, the first police

officer that tackled him got up, and he started
walking up the hill to where Mr. Chasse had dropped
his backpack.
Q.

Okay.

Did you see him do anything as he

walked up the hill?

And this is on Everett Street; is

that right?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay.

Did you see what he did on Everett

Street?

A.

No.

He - - I was - - my sight was blocked by

the corner, but he walked up and he picked up the
backpack and he was walking down and you could hear
him yell, It looks like meth, Sarge.
Q.

You heard him say that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And could you see him when that was happening
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or could you only hear him?
A.

You could only hear him.

Q.

And then did you see him come down Everett

Street again towards the intersection?

A.

Yes, with the backpack in his hand.

Q.

Did he have anything else in his hand that

you could see?

A.

No.

Q.

What's the next thing that happened?

A.

A lot more cruisers showed up, police

cruisers, and then the paramedics, and I remember that

AMR showed up and
Q.

--

Before we get to the medical people, did the

officer that walked up the hill and came back down and
you told us what he said, did he say anything else to
the sergeant that you could hear?
A.

No, he was just

Q.

Did the sergeant say anything back to him?

A.

No.

--

He was there just - - he had his knee on

Chasse and just holding him by the shoulders, just
calming him down.
Q.

And you're illustrating to me by taking both

of your hands palm-down and he had those placed on
Mr. Chasse?
A.

Yes.
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Q.

And he had his knee on Mr. Chasse as well?

A.

I couldn't tell whether he was on his knee,

on his feet, or on the ground. You couldn't tell
because of the colors, but he was holding on the side
and just holding him down so he didn't. . .
Q.

So, to make sure I understand this, could you

tell whether the police officer was kneeling or
squatting, or was he standing up and bending over?

A.

He was squatting.

Q.

Was Mr. Chasse saying anything at this time?

A.

He was just moaning.

Q.

What's the next thing that happened?

A.

Then the ambulances - - ambulance showed up.

Q.

Okay.

A.

And I believe the fire engine showed up.

Q.

Had Mr. Chasse continued to squirm during

this whole time up to the ambulance showing up?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And when the ambulance showed up, what did

you see happening?

A.

The medical staff came out, and it looked

like they were checking him.
Q.

And what there more than one medical provider

at the scene?
A.

I believe it was a paramedic unit, and AMR
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was the ambulance.
Q.

So it was the ambulance unit and then there's

another unit as well?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Can you tell me how they were dressed?

Is

there something about the way they appeared that led
you to believe who they were?
A.

One set had white, I believe black or blue,

and the other one was full uniform, same color.
Q.

And what did the medical providers do, if

anything, when they got to the area?
A.

Well, while - - that's the time I started

talking to the police officer in the cruiser, and when
the medical staff showed up, the sergeant came over
and started talking with me.
Q.

And this is the same sergeant that was there

earlier?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you know what his name was?

20

A.

Love?

Love something.

21

Q.

Okay.

And have you told us completely about

I can't really - -

22

what that conversation consisted of, or is there more

23

to that?

24

25

A.

I just said I was - - the officer in the

cruiser called the sergeant over when the paramedics
Lehmann, Inc.
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showed up, and he said, This gentleman has a concern.
Q.

And did the officer say something to you - -

the sergeant say something to you?
A.

Yes, the sergeant. We went to the front of

the cruiser and he wanted to know what my concern was.
Q.

And what did you say?

A.

I said I would like to discuss, I mean, just

what happened, like just the situation, and he gave me
his card and says he's available any time.

Q.

Was there any more conversation with that

sergeant than what we've talked about?
A.

No.

Then he walked towards the middle.

Q.

And "the middle," is that where Mr. Chasse

A.

Yes, now with the entire - - everybody is

was?

surrounding him.
Q.

And how is his body positioned on the ground,

what part of his body is touching the ground?

A.

His right side.

Q.

And when you look at him, can you see his

face, Mr. Chasse's face, or do you see Mr. Chasse's
back?

A.

His back.

Q.

Okay.

And did you see the medical care

providers give him any care, do any tests, anything
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1

like that?

2

A.

They had a portable unit, and they were

3

testing something, I don't know, blood pressure or

4

something, on the ground.

5
6
7
8

9
10

Q.

And did you see anything on Mr. Chasse's

body?
A.

No, you couldn't. There was too many people

around him by then.
Q.

All right. And he continued to squirm during

this whole period of time?

11

A.

He quieted down by then.

12

Q.

When did he quiet down during this discussion

13 we've had?
14

A.

It was during when the officer approached

15 him, the Multnomah County, and everything else, and
16

they rolled him to his right side, and then he just

17

suddenly just quieted down.

18

Q.

Is that before the ambulance people got there

19 or afterwards?
20

A.

Before.

21

Q.

Did you see the law enforcement people do

22
23

anything to contact the ambulance people?
A.

No.

There was a lot of officers there.

I

24 mean, it suddenly - - it started with three and then
25 more and more cruisers just kept showing up.
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1

2

3

4
5
6

Did you see any of the officers use a radio

Q.

or phone or anything like that?
A.

One person I saw him just talking on his

radio, but I wasn't sure.
And you're sort of taking your finger and

Q.

touching like your collarbone area; is that right?

7

A.

Collar, yes.

8

Q.

As if he's using a communication device?

9

A.

Yes.

10

Q.

Did you see the paramedics or the medical

11 care providers do anything else to Mr. Chasse while
12

13
14

you were there?
A.

They were just checking out, and one guy got

up, went back to the ambulance, I believe, and brought

15 something else back.
16

Q.

He carried something back to the scene?

17

A.

Yes.

18

Q.

All right. And do you know whether he was an

19 AMR person - 2o

A.

No, I don't.

21

Q-

- - or a paramedic?

22

A.

(Witness shaking head.)

23

Q.

What's the next thing you observed or heard?

24

A.

By that time it was all calm.

25

were just

--

I mean, they

they were just - - everybody was doing
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paperwork and just going back and forth, and I just
moved away.
Q.

Did you hear any additional conversation

between the law enforcement people?
A.

The two officers were just going through his

backpack, just looking into it, and that was about it.
Q.

Could you see them taking anything out that

you could identify and say, I see him removing
something?

A.

No.

Q.

Did you hear any conversation between the

police officers and the medical people at the scene?
A.

They were talking, yes, but, no.

Q.

Could you hear them, though?

A.

No.

Q.

Did you hear Mr. Chasse say anything to the

medical people?

A.

No.

Q.

About how far were you from Mr. Chasse when

you were observing him?
A.

Fifteen feet.

Q.

Okay.

or contacts.

You're not, to me, wearing any glasses

Do you have normal vision?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And how about your hearing?

Is your hearing
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normal?
A.

Yes.

Q.

After you see the medical people attending

Mr. Chasse and the officers talking, did you then
leave the area?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And would you then have walked to your car by

going down 13th Street toward Davis?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Did you ever come back and see anything else

that happened?

A.

I went and parked my car and then came back

to see, and then pretty much everybody was just - - he
was - - Mr. Chasse was gone and the cruisers were
beginning to roll out.
Q.

Was there anything else you saw that day that

we've not talked about?

A.

NO.

Q.

Before the medical people arrived, Mr. Chasse

became still; is that right?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And are you looking at his back at that time?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Could you tell, because of the kind of

clothing he was wearing, as to whether or not his
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chest was moving in any way?
A.

No.

He had a very loose coat on.

Q.

At any time when you looked at Mr. Chasse,

could you tell that he had a physical injury of any
kind?
A.

No.

Q.

Do you know any of the witnesses who may have

been in that area that day?
A.

No.

Q.

That's all the questions I have.

Maybe the

other lawyers will ask you something.
EXAMINATION
BY MS. DUNAWAY:

Q.

Mr. Soltani, my name is Susan Dunaway.

I

represent the officer in the green uniform and
Multnomah County.
Do you remember whether or not Mr. Chasse
dropped something that was in his left hand before he
started to run away from the police?
A.

Just his backpack.

Q.

And where did he drop it?

A.

Right a little bit after the parking meter.

Q.

And was that while he was running or before

he started to run?
A.

After he started running.
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Q.

Okay.

Do you remember sending an e-mail to

Detective Rhodes at the Portland Police Bureau?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay.

Can you take a look at that?

(A document was handed to the witness.)
Does that look like the e-mail you sent?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay.

I'll let Mr. Steenson look at it for a

minute, too.
MS. DUNAWAY:

Can you hand that back to the

witness?
MR. STEENSON: Why don't we make some copies
so people have it.
MS. DUNAWAY:

Sure, if Jean can do that.

(A recess was taken from 9:49 a.m. to 9:51
a.m.)
(Deposition Exhibit No. 337 was marked for
identification.)

Q.

(By Ms. Dunaway) After all that, Mr. Soltani,

I really only have one question about this exhibit.

In the second paragraph, there's a sentence that says,
The suspect dropped something from his left hand and
started to yell and run towards N.W. 13th.
When you wrote that in the e-mail, you were
referring to the backpack; is that right?
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A.

No.

He - - yes, I

--

to be honest, I don't

remember now.

Q.

You don't remember at this point?

A.

I can't remember whether he dropped, it was

the backpack or something he dropped.
Q.

Okay.

Were there two different periods - -

two different points in time when he was dropping
things then?
A.

No, because when he ran, he dropped

something.

I don't remember whether it was his

backpack or something else, but then the officer went
back to get his backpack.
Q.

And where were you when you saw him drop

something?
A.

I was in my car by the tree and the parking

meter.
Q.

Okay.

At this point are you watching this

through the front of your car or is this the part - A.

To the side.

Q.

To the side?

A.

Yes.

Q.

So you're seeing this out the side window?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And then at some point you go farther down

I'm at an angle to him.

Everett and make a right onto 13th; is that correct?
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A.

Yes.

Q.

When you turn onto 13th, what is going on in

terms of the officers and Mr. Chasse?
A.

There were three officers trying to restrain

him, and they had one handcuff on him and they were
trying to get the other on, handcuff on him.
Q.

And where was the struggle occurring?

A.

On the ground in front of the Blue Hour,

closest to the right-hand curb.
Q.

Okay.

So you went actually right by them and

they were next to you on the street?
A.

Yes.

Q.

When you saw the Portland Police officer and

the Multnomah County deputy take off running, were
they standing next to each other when they started
running?
A.

I don't remember. No, I couldn't see. All I

saw then is one officer, the Portland Police, went
first, and then the green uniform right after him.
MS. DUNAWAY:

That's all I have.

EXAMINATION
BY MS. BACK:

Q.

Hi.

I have a few questions for you. We were

introduced earlier. My name is Jean Back and I
represent AMR and the paramedic wearing the blue
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uniform that day.
You saw the paramedics arrive?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay. And were you able to observe what they

did when they arrived?
A.

They had the bags with them and they kind of

knelt down in front of him.
Q.

Can you describe the paramedic that had the

bag that knelt down in front of him?
A.

The first ones I believe were the fire

department that showed up.

I don't know whether it

was ambulance or fire.
Q.

Okay.

A.

And then AMR showed up.

Q.

What color - - what - -

A.

And I1mthinkingAMR just because of the

name, but it was white and I think blue or black
pants .
Q.

A white top?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And blue or black pants?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And what was the fire department wearing?

A.

It was one uniform, one color.

Q.

One color.
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And which ones were kneeling down next to
Mr. Chasse?

A.

First the one-color uniform showed up, they

were checking something out, and then the ambulance
showed up.

Q.

Okay.

And do you remember, when you say

"they were checking something out," what they were
doing?
It looked like - - I mean, they opened up a

A.

bag, sounded like a Velcro something opening up, and
that's all you could see. The way the angle was,
unless you were standing head-up, you couldn't see
anything.
Q.

And could you hear anything?

A.

Just somebody went back to get something and

they came back.
Q.

Okay.

Did you see them take the blood

pressure or any tests like that that you might
recognize?

A.

They were testing something, because I know

at some - - one of them started putting gloves on and
he was holding something down, but no.
Q.

Could you see Mr. Chasse's hands at this

point in time?

A.

They were to his back.
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Q.

They were to his back?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And were you looking at Mr. Chasse's back at

that time?

A.

Yes.

Q.

So could you see what his hands looked like

then?
A.

One was to his back that you could see, and

then the other one was on the top.
Q.

Okay.

Do you remember them doing anything

with his hands?
A.

They were holding it, but after that the

police officers came in and you couldn't see anything
anymore.
Q.

It was like a curtain.
Did you hear any conversations between AMR or

who you think was AMR and the police officers?
A.

No.

They were talking, but you couldn't hear

anything at that point.
Q.

And could you hear Mr. Chasse say anything?

A.

No.

He was moaning a little bit, but he was

quiet.

Q.

Okay.
MS. BACK:

I don't think I have any further

questions.
MR. ROBERSON: No questions.
Schmitt

&

( 3 6 0 ) 695-5554

Lehmann, Inc.

**

( 5 0 3 ) 223-4040

Alireza Soltani,

Chasse

8/25/2008

v.

Humphreys, et al.
42

EXAMINATION
BY MR. STEENSON:

Q.

Mr. Soltani, I'd like you, if you could,

please, to sketch for me Everett and 13th, and I want
to be able to have it so that you can then show me
where you were on Everett when you were driving east,
where the patrol vehicles were when they passed you,
where you first saw Mr. Chasse and so forth.
(Witness complies.) I was in my vehicle,

A.
number 1.
Q.

Number 1 is your vehicle?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Behind you.

There was a police officer behind me.
So how many lanes of traffic are

there?
A.

Two.

Q.

So are you in the right-hand lane?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And the police car is right behind you?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And then you've got a circle with a cross in

the middle or an X?

A.

That is where the gentleman was standing by

the tree, parking meter.
Q.

And then there's a dotted line indicating

what?
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A.

That was my travel path.

Q.

All right.

A.

He was on the ground at number 2, and the

police

the second cruiser went around me, parked at

--

this angle.
Q.

Okay.

can I just draw

Let's put a 1 inside of - - actually,
--

put a 1 here next to this one for

police.
A.

(Witness nodding head.)

Q.

And then I'm going to put 2 over here.

Is

that okay?
A.

Sure.

Q.

All right. Actually, maybe this is wrong.

Is this the second vehicle that parked there?
A.

Yes.

Q.

SO - MR. RICE:

You already have a 1 where he was.

MR. STEENSON:

No, just a second.

19

Q.

(By Mr. Steenson) This is where you were?

20

A.

Correct.

21

Q.

Where does this first vehicle that's behind

22

you stop or park; do you remember?

23

A.

Right behind me.

24

Q.

Anddid it move at all?

25

A.

NO.
Schmitt

&

( 3 6 0 ) 695-5554

Lehmann, Inc.

**

( 5 0 3 ) 223-4040

Alireza Soltani,

Chasse v . Humphreys, et al.

8/25/2008

44

Q.

All right.

So then number 2, is that the

second police vehicle you saw?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And he passed you on the left and parked

there?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And then is this other vehicle a third

vehicle?
A.

No.

That's him and that's where the

gentleman went down.

X is where Mr. Chasse was being

held.

Q.

Got it.

All right.

And then you parked - A.

May I borrow - - MR. RICE:

Sure.

Here's a black pen.

It

might be better to use.
THE WITNESS:

Is it all right if I change

this to an A and that B?
MR. STEENSON:
THE WITNESS:

Sure.
He started here, came back

right across from me, stopped right there.

Q.

(By Mr. Steenson) Okay.

So the change you've

made is to make the first police car that's behind you
an A and the second police car a B?

A.

Yes.
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Q.

You've drawn in the black felt pen the second

police car, the B car, and where it parked?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Where did you park?

Number 3, is that on

13th?
A.

Yes.

Q.

So before Davis?

A.

Yes.

Q.

All right

A.

Starbuck's.

Q.

Okay.

So, when you were driving down the

street and you noticed Mr. Chasse standing there, how
fast were you driving?
A.

When?

Q.

When you were driving down the street and

noticed Mr. Chasse standing there.

A.

It was full traffic, so you were just five

miles if you were lucky.
Q.

All right. Did the police car behind you

have lights or siren on; do you know?
A.

No, I don't remember sirens.

Q.

All right.
(A discussion was held off the record.)

Q.

(By Mr. Steenson) Go back to Exhibit 357,

which you should have.

Do you have all three pages?
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A.

Yes.

Q.

There's an e-mail from you to J. Rhodes.

Was

that a detective you'd already had some contact with,
or do you recall?
A.

They contacted me regarding the case.

Q.

Had you contacted him to let him know you'd

seen something?
A.

Yes.

Q.

All right. And then when you say in your

e-mail to him dated September 24th of 2006 that, It
was a pleasure speaking with you, had you spoken with
him in person or by phone?
A.

Byphone.

Q.

Was it a tape-recorded interview?

A.

They - - I - - I don't remember if they said

anything. They called me on the phone and they asked
me what I had seen.
Q.

All right. Did you speak with the detective

more than once and ask you what you had seen?
A.

I spoke to them once, and I believe they

called the day they received my e-mail, and then the
last time I saw them was at the court.
Q.

The grand jury?

A.

The grand jury.

Q.

And you haven't seen a transcription of your
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taped interview that you gave to Detective Rhodes on
apparently September 24th of 2006?
A.

I saw it on the Internet.

Q.

Okay.

So was that when you gave him the

interview, on September 24th of 2006?

A.

Yes.

Q.

When did you write the sort of the text of

the attachment describing "the events of last Sunday"
as best you could recall, according to your e-mail?
When did you write that?

When did you write the

attachment describing what had happened?

A.

The same day.

Q.

Same day.

A.

Yes.

Q.

So were you trying to be complete and

On Sunday?

truthful in what you wrote as to what you could best
recall?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And have you looked at this attachment before

today?

A.

NO.

Q.

Would you take a moment to look at it,

because I want to talk to you about whether or not you
believe it to be accurate.
Have you had a chance to look at it?
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A.

Yes.

Q.

And you believe it was accurate when you

wrote it?

A.

At the time, yes.

Q.

Have you looked at other documents, police

reports, transcriptions, anything related to what
happened to Mr. Chasse that day?
A.

No.

Q.

Have you read newspaper articles or looked at

any kind of media coverage of what happened?
A.

NO.

Q.

So you wrote in your initial statement about

what happened that Mr. Chasse was carrying a backpack
on his left shoulder and a brown bag was in his hand.
Do you see that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

What hand was the brown bag in as you recall?

A.

According to what I wrote at that time, on

his left.
Q.

The backpack was on the left shoulder. Was

the brown bag also in his left hand then, or do you
know?

A.

I don1t remember.

Q.

Do you remember whether it was a brown paper

bag or a plastic bag with something in it that may
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have made it look brown?
A.

I'm sorry.

It's just too long.

Q.

Okay. And according to what you told

Miss Dunaway, you're not sure what it is he dropped
before he started to run?

A.

Correct.

Q.

There's nothing in this summary about

Mr. Chasse urinating.
A.

Do you agree with that?

Yes. He was standing, crouched over, which

looked like he was urinating.
Q.

Could you see his penis?

A.

No.

Q.

Did you see whether his pants were unzipped?

A.

No.

Q.

Could you see his hands?

A.

One of them, yes.

Q.

The one holding the bag?

A.

Yes.

Q.

You couldn't see the other hand?

A.

He was leaning like this, to an angle.

Q.

So, if I understand what you just showed me,

the left hand had the bag in it, the right hand was up
above his head?

A.

Yes, by the tree.

Q.

So why did you think he was urinating?
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A.

Based upon the posture I would assume.

I

assumed he was urinating and that's why the police
officers stopped.

Q.

It was the posture, not the action.

So do you recall reading a statement that the

police officer gave that claimed that it was
Mr. Chassels posture that gave him the belief that he
was urinating?

Do you remember reading something

about that?

A.

No.

Q.

So nothing other than the posture you've

described to me gave you the belief that Mr. Chasse
was urinating?
A.

Correct.

Q.

You said in your initial statement that

Mr. Chasse was tackled by the first police officer,
and that was the one in the blue uniform?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And I think someplace you said that one had a

baseball hat on?
A.

Yes.

Q.

So, going back to the diagram, where were you

when Mr. Chasse was tackled and taken to the ground?
Where was your vehicle?

Draw it in again.

A.

(Witness complies.)

Q.

Okay.

It was down here.

Just put another 1 by it, the same
Schmitt

&

(360) 695-5554

Lehmann, Inc.

**

(503)

223-4040

Alireza Soltani,

Chasse v. Humphreys, et al.

8/25/2008

51

thing.

We know which direction you're going.

A.

(Witness complies.)

Q.

All right. And then are you still continuing

to travel or have you stopped at any point?

A.

I was traveling.

Q.

All right. And so how long did you continue

to travel in terms of time between where you saw
Mr. Chasse tackled to the ground and when you turned
the corner?
A.

I couldn't tell you.

I'm sorry.

Q.

What was the total length of time between

where you were when you saw Mr. Chasse tackled to the
ground until you had driven up the street and parked?
MR. RICE:

Objection to form. Go ahead.

THE WITNESS:

Q.

It was less than a minute.

(By Mr. Steenson) And after you turned the

corner and were to the south of where Mr. Chasse was
on the ground, were'you looking ahead as you drove?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Were you able to see what was going on behind

you?
A.

NO.

Q.

And I'm unclear.

When you turned the corner

and went by where the officers and Mr. Chasse were,
was Mr. Chasse handcuffed?
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Can you say that again?

Q.

Was Mr. Chasse handcuffed?

A.

When I came back, yes.

Q.

But when you turned the corner, he was not

handcuffed?

A.

He had one hand behind him and they were

getting the cuffs on him.
Q.

And so are you talking about up until the

time you're at the corner a matter of 15 to 30
seconds?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And during that time, you're driving.

Correct?
A.

Correct.

Q.

Can you see clearly what the officers are

doing to Mr. Chasse as you're driving on Everett after
he's on the ground?

A.

NO.

Q.

So, when you parked up on 13th, were you on

the way to the food store?
A.

No.

Q.

Why did you park there?

A.

I parked and walked back.

Q.

Was there a reason why you walked back?

A.

I just wanted to see what happened.
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Q.

Okay. And after you walked back, you say in

your initial statement that there was an officer
sitting on Mr. Chasse?

A.

Yes.
MR. RICE:

Object to form.

Q.

(By Mr. Steenson) Pardon?

A.

He was - - he had his knees on him.

Go ahead.
He was

crouching down on his back.

Q.

So the knees were on Mr. Chassers back?

A.

One knee, yes.

Q.

And was that the officer with the baseball

hat on or the other officer with the blue uniform or
the green uniform?

A.

It was somebody with a blue uniform.

Q.

With a baseball hat on or do you recall?

A.

I don't recall.

Q.

So, in your statement, on page two, in the

first paragraph at the top, when you say "one officer
was sitting on the suspect," when you said that did
you mean that was the officer who had the knee on
Mr. Chasse?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Could you tell how much pressure the officer

was putting onto Mr. Chasse?

A.

No.
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Q.

Did you see how the knee got down onto

Mr. Chasse?

A.

No.

When I came back, he was on the ground,

and he had his knees on him and they were trying to
restrain his feet.

Q.

Do you remember which side of Mr. Chasse's

body the knee was on?
A.

Right side.

Q.

Was Mr. Chasse facing the ground at that

point?
A.

Yes.

Q.

So when you say right side

A.

On his back.

--

So if he's on his back, h e r s on

his right side.
Q.

So if his head is pointed away from me, his

knee was on the right side as he faced the ground?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And then as you walked back to where

Mr. Chasse is on the ground, you saw one officer had
his foot on Mr. Chasse's feet. Do you remember that?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And then another had his foot on Mr. Chassels

back?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Was that the same officer or one of the other
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officers?

A.

The same officer.

Another one came down and

held the leg down, put the restraints on the feet.
Q.

When you say one officer "had his foot on

Mr. Chasse's back," where was the foot on the back?
A.

Same place.

He didn't move.

It was the same

officer.
Q.

So when you say "foot," do you mean knee?

A.

Yes.

Q.

All right. And then you say, The officer

with the baseball hat kept approaching the suspect and
with his index and middle fingers kept poking the
suspect on the head.

Do you see that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And that was the officer who was also yelling

at Mr. Chasse?
A.

Yes.

He was the officer that tackled him.

Q.

And the officer that you described earlier as

being all hyped-up?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Could you see any reason why the officer was

poking Mr. Chasse in the head?
A.

Just because he was screaming and he was

trying to bite them.
Q.

You never saw anyone try to bite the
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officers, did you?
A.

He was just chomping.

Q.

Do you remember telling the detective in your

interview on September 24th that you didn't see anyone
trying to bite the officers?

A.

He was - - he

He got up.

--

he was

--

he was

chomping and then screaming, and then I remember an
officer got up and he was checking his gloves out.
Q.

Is there anything in your initial e-mail

statement about Mr. Chasse chomping?

A.

No.

Q.

And do you agree there's nothing in your

interview with the detectives on September 24th
indicating that Mr. Chasse was chomping?
MS. BACK:

Object to form.

MR. RICE:

Object to form.

MS. BACK:

Would you like to see a copy of

your - - I mean - MR. STEENSON:

I'm examining the witness.

Thank you. You've made your objection.
THE WITNESS:
years.

Q.

I'm sorry.

It's been two

I --

(By Mr. Steenson) Okay.

In your statement,

the e-mail statement, you described the officer with
the baseball hat going up Everett towards where
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Mr. Chasse had initially been standing and then the
officer yelled, Looks like crack, Sarge. Do you see
that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

In your testimony earlier today, I believe

you said, Looks like meth, Sarge. Did you mean to say
crack?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Did you see any drugs that night?

A.

No.

Q.

Did you see any officers holding anything or

showing anyone anything that looked like it might be
drugs?
A.

I don't recall.

Q.

Did you hear anyone that night talk about

whether Mr. Chasse had any cocaine convictions or
other criminal convictions related to drugs?
A.

No.

Q.

Did you say that the sergeant you spoke to

about getting the supervisor on-scene was named Love?
A.

Actually, the - - the sergeant was called

Nice.
Q.

So you spoke to Sergeant Nice?

A.

Nice.

Q.

What did he tell you when you were trying to
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find a supervisor?
A.

There was a cop - - you have the Blue Hour.

Q.

Let's not draw on there.

Let's do a

different diagram. Let's mark this one.
(Deposition Exhibit No. 3 5 8 was marked for
identification.)
MR. STEENSON:

For the record, 3 5 8 is the

sketch that Mr. Soltani put together and testified
about.
THE WITNESS:

B was the original vehicle that

came around. A was another vehicle that came, another
police that came here, this way, this direction, and
parked in front of Blue Hour.

Q.

(By Mr. Steenson) All right.

A.

I came over this way from the side, from the

right-hand side, passenger side, and asked the officer
if he could call a supervisor, and he said this person
holding the legs or his knee holding Mr. Chasse down
is the sergeant.
And I waited, and then as the sergeant came
over, the officer in the car said, This gentleman
would like to speak to you.
So it was Sergeant Nice - -

Q.

Okay.

A.

Yes.

Q.

- - the officer who had the knee on
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Mr. Chasse, that you then spoke to?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And tell me everything about the conversation

you had with the sergeant that you can recall.
A.

I was a little bit concerned at the officer

poking him.

And I asked him if he was having a nice

day, and he goes - - and then I had to repeat it again,
and he goes - - and then he goes, What's my concern?

I said, Right now I just needed to get back.
I will contact you later. And then he was on his cell
phone and I just walked away.

Q.

So did he give you a business card?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you have that still?

A.

Imight.

Q.

Looking at your e-mail statement, it says

I 1 m n o t sure.

that Sergeant Nice walked toward you, asked you if you
had any questions about what happened, and you said no
and requested his business card; is that correct so
far?
A.

Yes.

Q.

He reached in his pocket and pulled a

business card holder out.

Did he actually give you a

card?
25

A.

Yes.
Schmitt

&

(360) 695-5554

Lehmann, Inc.

**

(503)

223-4040

Alireza Soltani,

Chasse

8/25/2008

v.

Humphreys, et al.
60

Q.

Then it says you asked him, quote, If he was

having a busy day, quote; is that right?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Why did you ask him that?

A.

Nervous reaction.

Q.

On your part?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Why were you nervous?

A.

Just the whole incident downtown.

Q.

Were you scared to be talking to the police?

Or I 'm not sure what you're
A.
people.

No.

--

Different reaction with different

When I get nervous, I ask if somebody, How's

your day going, idle chitchat.
Q.

And according to your statement, Sergeant

Nice's response was, No, he is not dead?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And had you asked Sergeant Nice whether

Mr. Chasse was dead?
A.

No.

I asked him if, I remember now, if he

was having a busy day, and he said, No, he's not dead.
I'm like
Q.

--

threw me a little bit off guard.

Well, you did think during this time period

that Mr. Chasse might be dead?
MS. BACK:

Object to the form. Facts not in
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evidence.
MR. RICE:

Q

Object to form, too.

(By Mr. Steenson) Do you remember thinking

that?
A.
sorry.

Q.

He went all quiet, and an assumption, but

--

It's two years ago.
Sure.

I'm going to show you what was marked

previously as Exhibit 211, a photograph that was taken
by a witness using a cell phone camera.

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Do you recognize generally the circle of

police officers and others that were around Mr. Chasse
when he was on the ground after they handcuffed him?
A.

Do I recognize the police?

Q.

Do you recognize this as the scene?

A.

Yes.

Q.

All right. And do you recognize in the lower

right-hand corner, it would be over towards the Blue
Hour?
A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Is that yes?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Is the police car in the bottom right-hand

corner the car in which the officer was that you spoke
to about wanting the supervisor?
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A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you know whether that officer spoke to any

other witnesses about anything that day?
A.

He was sitting inside of a car doing

something on the computer.
Q.

So which side of the car were you on when you

spoke to him?
A.

On the passenger side.

Q.

So the window was down?

A.

Yes.
MR. STEENSON:

Let's mark this as the next

exhibit, the other sketch.
(Deposition Exhibit No. 359 was marked for
identification.)

Q.

(By Mr. Steenson) Let's go back to the other

one for a second, 357.

Had Mr. Chasse already been

tackled to the ground by the time the second police
vehicle had pulled up and parked kind of in the
intersection?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you remember telling Detective Rhodes this

in response to a question he asked you?
MR. RICE:

What page are you on?

MR. STEENSON:

Q-

Three.

(By Mr. Steenson) Right side, okay, so that's
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the south side of the street.

Can you tell what he's

doing?
Your answer:

It looked like he was, like,

just leaning against it and initial appearance to me
was, like, he was looking for money inside the coin
meter.
Do you remember telling the detective that?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you remember telling the detective that

you thought Mr. Chasse was mentally retarded?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And why did you think that?

A.

Just the way he was making a noise and

running.
Q.

You also told the detective that Mr. Chasse

couldn't run.

What did you mean by that?

A.

He was galloping.

Q.

When you say ttgalloping,
" do you mean that

his legs weren't fully extending or they were straight
or how do you - - what do you mean by tlgalloping"?
A.

He was bouncing up and down rather than - - if

I saw - - I mean if I had to run from somebody, I would

be running.

Q.

Okay. And he wasn't running like that?

A.

He was galloping, just - - for a better word.
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Q.

So, rather than going straight forward, he

was going more up and down as he went forward?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And you told the detective that the screaming

sounded like an, Ewrrrrrr. Do you remember that?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And it was something like a Wookiee?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And is that a reference to the Star Wars

character?
A.

Yes.

Q.

And you thought Mr. Chasse, when he was

yelling like that, looked panic-stricken?
A.

Yes.

Q.

So the second police car, you told the

detective that it went zooming past you when it pulled
up there and then parked?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay.

So it wasn't right to your left as you

were traveling down the street initially, it was
behind you someplace?

A.

It was behind me and then he cut - - I saw him

cut to the left and went around me.
Q.

So was the second police car following the

first police car in the right lane?
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MR. RICE:

Objection.

THE WITNESS:

Q.

Form.

I don't know.

(By Mr. Steenson) Do you remember telling the

detective that the officer with the baseball cap, when
he tackled Mr. Chasse, he leapt on him?
MS. BACK:

Object to form.

THE WITNESS:

Q.

No, I don't.

(By Mr. Steenson) On page 8, I'll read you a

series of questions and answers.

The question:

And

then when you say that that officer tackled the guy
that was running from, did you - - could you see how he
did that?

Did he, uhm, use his hands, did he use his

shoulder?

Were you able to see that?

Answer:

All I saw, he was running - - he

started - - he's running.
Um-hm.
And then he started giving chase.

That was

another answer by you.
Right.
And you say, And as soon as the guy was down,
he just basically leapt, leaped on him.
So I'm confused about whether the officer
leapt when he tackled him from what you recall or
after Mr. Chasse was down someone leapt on top of him.
MS. BACK:

Object to form.
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THE WITNESS:

From what I recall leapt, going

back two years, Mr. Chasse was to the right of the
officer and he was left. After they tackled him, they
weren't in contact, and he came up and went down,
trying to basically get back on him.

Q.

(By Mr. Steenson) And what side of

Mr. Chasse's body did the officer come down on, do you
recall, looking from the back?

A.

Looking from his back, with his head going

here, it would be on his, from his back, would be on
his right side.
Q.

Okay.

Mr. Chasse never made any sense that

you could tell?
A.

NO.

Q.

When the officer with the baseball cap was

tapping Mr. Chasse, was it actually in the forehead;
is that where it was?
A.

I don't remember. He was coming over, I

remember, because he was poking him right there on the
head or shoulder and just, Stop yelling.
Q.

Was Mr. Chasse yelling or was that when he

was still?
A.

He was yelling.

Q.

What was he yelling or could you tell?

A.

Just noise.
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Q.

1'11 read you another question and answer to

make sure that is what you told the detective, page
13:

Could you tell what was going on when he all of a

sudden just stopped screaming and stopped moving?
No.

I - - I - - I thought he was dead.

Do you remember telling the detective that?

A.

Yes.

Q.

So, if I understand your testimony,

Mr. Chasse stopped screaming and went still before the
ambulance people got there?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Was he still not moving and still when the

ambulance people got there?
A.

I don't remember.

Sorry.

Q.

On page 26 I'm going to ask you whether you

recall these answers.
MR. RICE:

Q.

Twenty or 26?

(By Mr. Steenson) Twenty-six; regarding

whether you saw Mr. Chasse trying to bite anyone.
question is:

The

So did you see the guy that they were

trying to take into custody, did you see him trying to
bite somebody, or succeed?
And then your answer:

He was on him and then

one of the officers, I don't remember which one, just
got up and he was like kept looking at his glove like
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1 he was looking for puncture inside of the glove.
Question:

2

3

Okay.

But you didn't actually see

any biting action by the subject, did you?

4

And your answer was no.

5

Were those the questions and answers you gave

6

at that time?

7

A.

I remember the questions, yes.

8

Q.

Do you recall giving that answer - -

9

A.

Yes.

10

Q.

- - that you didn't see any biting action by

11 Mr. Chasse?
12

A.

13

(2.

14

15

NO.
I,

NO ,I meaning you did not see any biting

action by Mr. Chasse?
When he was on the ground, whether he was

A.

16 yelling and chomp - - I couldn't tell you whether he
17 was biting or just
18

Q.

--

no, I couldn't tell you.

Sorry.

Well, is this how you answered that question,

19 though, do you recall that?
20

A.

Yes.

21

Q.

You agree your memory then was better than it

22

is today?

23

A.

Yes.

24

Q.

I'm going to show you what was marked

25

previously as Exhibit 75.

It's another photo taken by
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the witness with a cell phone camera.

In the picture

on the left, kind of the left-hand corner or side,
there's an object on the ground to the left of the
people that are standing. Do you recall seeing that
there that night, that afternoon?
A.

NO.

Q.

You can't recognize then that as the backpack

that Mr. Chasse was carrying?
A.

No.
MR. RICE:

Q.

Objection.

Form.

(By Mr. Steenson) Did you see anyone search

the backpack?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Who searched it?

A.

The police officer that retrieved it.

Q.

And where did he search it?

Where was he

when he was searching it; do you remember?
A.

He was standing to, when he came down, right

to the left of it right here.

Q.

To the left, in Exhibit 75, to the left of

the circle of people that are standing kind of where
the backpack or where that object is on the ground?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Did he pull anything out of the backpack; do

you recall?
Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc.
(360) 695-5554 ** (503) 223-4040

Alireza Soltani,

Chasse v. Humphreys, et al.

8/25/2008

70

A.

I don't recall. He was rummaging through it.

Q.

And you said earlier that they searched two

of Mr. Chasse's pockets when he was on the ground?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Was this after he was handcuffed?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Who searched the pockets?

A.

I think it was the sergeant. I'm not sure.

It was an officer, Portland Police.
Q.

And did you see them pull anything out of the

pockets?
A.

I don1t remember, can't remember.

Q.

Did you ever see any of the officers put

anything on the trunk or the hood or the top of any of
the police cars that they may have found?
A.

No.

Q.

Could you - - strike that.
Did you notice what color Mr. Chassels skin

was when he was lying still on the ground?
A.

No.

Q.

Were you there when Mr. Chasse was picked up

and carried away?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Okay.

Do you recall any of the medics or

firefighters mimicking or laughing at or making sounds
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like Mr. Chasse as he was being carried away?
A.

NO.
MR. STEENSON: That's all I have.
MR. RICE:

Thank you.

Anything further?

MS. DUNAWAY:

I have a couple more questions.

EXAMINATION

BY MS. DUNAWAY:

Q.

Mr. Soltani, I believe that, when Mr. Rice

was asking you questions earlier, that you said that
you were only going about five miles an hour down
Everett.

Did I hear you correctly?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Why was the traffic moving that slow?

A.

There was construction.

They were building

that new building on the corner.
Q.

And how would you describe the traffic about

that time of day on Everett, on that particular day?
A.

It was standard Pearl District. You just - -

Q.

I'm not familiar with the Pearl, so...

A.

Moderate.

Q.

Stop-and-go.

It's stop-and-go.

Is it bumper-to-bumper traffic then?
A.

That day, yes.

Q.

And then you've testified that when

Mr. Chasse stopped moving that you assumed that he
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was, when he went quiet, that you assumed that he was
dead; is that correct?

Is that your testimony?

A.

Yes, that's what I told the officer.

Q.

What made you assume that he had died?

A.

He went from full yelling and screaming to be

quiet to totally calm.
Q.

Was it your assumption in terms of him having

passed away, did it have anything to do with the force
that you had just seen used on him?

A.

No.

The reason I asked - - I was more

irritated at the officers poking him than anything
else.
Q.

So was it you were not concerned then about

the actual force that you saw the officers use to be
able to get him under control?
A.

No.

Q.

Approximately how long were you standing

there then before you realized that Mr. Chasse had not
in fact passed away?
A.

Sorry?

Q.

Approximately how long do you believe you

were standing there?
A.

I'm sorry.

I couldn't tell you.

Q.

Couldn't tell?

A.

No.
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Q.

Did it seem to be more than a minute?

A.

It's been two years, so I'm. . .

Q.

Okay.

What was your reaction then - - we know

that Mr. Chasse didn't die right then.
A.

Correct.

Q.

You know that.

Correct?

What was your reaction then when you realized
that Mr. Chasse had not in fact died at that point in
time?

A.

I had no reaction.

I was just asking the

officer regarding status.
Q.

Did you see any injuries on Mr. Chasse?

A.

NO.

Q.

And when you were standing there after

Mr. Chasse was restrained, was that at the point in
time when you believed that Mr. Chasse had died, after
he was restrained?

A.

When he went - - yes.

Q.

So is your recollection that he was

restrained and then went quiet or he went quiet
A.

--

No, he was restrained, and he was still

yelling and screaming. The officer kept coming back
to him and asking him to

poking him and telling him

--

to stop, quiet, and then after a bit they rolled him
to his side and he was quiet.
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1

shoulder, with his left side up in the air.
Q.

2

During the time that you were watching the

3

actual altercation, the struggle between Mr. Chasse

4

and the police officers, did you hear any of the

5

police officers or the Multnomah County deputy giving

5

Mr. Chasse any commands?

7
8

A.

During

--

yes.

They were telling him to stop

and stop yelling.
Q.

9

And did you hear Mr. Chasse say anything that

10 you can recall?
11

A.

No.

12

Q.

A couple minutes ago, Mr. Steenson was asking

13

you about your statement to the detectives, and I

14 wanted to read something that's in that statement to
15 you.
16

Detective Rhodes

17

MR. STEENSON:

18

Q.

--

Page, please?

(By Ms. Dunaway) I'm sorry, page 26.

19 Detective Rhodes says, Did you hear him say anything
20

to get some sense of why he was looking at his glove

21

like that?

22
23
24

25

This is when you're talking about the
possibility of a puncture in the glove?
Soltani: No, but, I mean, he just got up
from the side of the suspect, walked two steps back,
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and he kept looking at his glove.
Rhodes:

Like he was looking for something?

Soltani:

Yes, yeah, like, I mean, just I'm

in the medical field and before, just being around
them, I kept feeling like he was gonna see blood or
puncture.
And my question is:

What involvement have

you had with the medical field or - - do you want to
take a look at it?

It's here.

(A document was handed to the witness.)
A.

I think I was referring to at the time we

were doing a project and we were at the hospitals
looking through the trauma centers.
Q.

So in that part of your statement then when

you were talking about the medical experience, it was
what you were perceiving in a trauma ward?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Is that it?
MR. STEENSON: Objection. Vague.

Move to

strike.

Q.

(By Ms. Dunaway) Is that correct?
MR. STEENSON:

question means.

I don't know what that

I'm sorry, but - -

MR. RICE:

You yelled at me when I moved to

strike.
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Q.

1

(By Ms. Dunaway) When you're describing your

2

medical experience here, you're talking about the

3

perceptions that you've had with - -

A.

4

Perceptions of there being nurses when they

5

come out of a unit, looking, making sure there are no

6

puncture wounds in their gloves or other incidents.
Q.

7

8

All right. And what kind of project were you

involved in?

A.

9

We were observing the use of equipment in

10 wards on being able to tag them for hospital charges,
11 RFID tags to be used in medical equipment for patient
12 charges.
13

MS. DUNAWAY:

EXAMINATION

14

15

BY

MR. STEENSON:

Q.

16
17

That's all I have.

Just so I'm clear, you don't have any

professional or formal medical education as a

18 paramedic or anything like that?
19

A.

NO.

20

Q.

And someone may have already asked you.

Do

21 you have any law enforcement training or background?
22

A.

No.

23

Q.

That's all.

24

///

25

///

Thanks.

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc.
(360) 695-5554 * * (503) 223-4040

Alireza Soltani,

Chasse

8/25/2008

v.

Humphreys, et al.
77

EXAMINATION
BY MS. BACK:

Q.

I am sorry.

I have one more question.

MR. STEENSON:

I'm sorry.

I didn't mean to

jump over you.
MS. BACK:

Q.

That's okay.

(By Ms. Back) You mentioned at page 15 of the

statement that you gave that you saw the EMS checking
his eyes and everything else.
A.

No.

Do you remember that?

I remember - - I remember Portland

--

there were two ambulances there and a fire engine.
One, it was an ambulance, fire engine, and there was
another ambulance, something parked across the street,
and they came back.

I remember somebody first came

in, checked on him and then left, and then two - - and
then a whole gang of them showed up from Portland
something, all in one uniform.
Q.

But you don't remember them checking his

eyes?
A.

No, I'm sorry.

It's been too long.

Q.

But your memory would have been better when

you gave this statement?
A.

Yes.

Q.

So if you told Detective Rhodes that you saw

that they were looking at his eyes, you think that
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would have been accurate back then?
A.

Correct.

Q.

And Mr. Steenson asked you about seeing them

carrying him away, and I just might not know where
that is in your statement, but is that something that
you remember them doing or were you there when the
police officers took him away?
A.

I remember they lifted him off the ground,

and after that I just walked away.

I didn't want to

be - - it was too much.
MS. BACK:

I have no other questions.

THE WITNESS:

Thank you.

EXAMINATION
BY MR. STEENSON:
Q.

What was too much?

A.

Too much of the day, just . . .

Q.

Did you expect him to go away in a gurney to

the hospital?

A.

I have a lot of people that are nurses and

everything else, so usually when I'm visiting - - my
girlfriend's a nurse, so usually every time I see
somebody end up at a hospital.

Q.

That's all I have.

MS. BACK:

Thanks.

Thank you so much for coming.

(The deposition concluded at 1 0 : 5 0 a.m.)
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