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PORTLAND, OREGON; WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2008 

2:55 p.m. 

* * * 

(Deposition Exhibit No. 85 was marked for 

identification.) 

DONALD REEB 

called as a witness in behalf of the Plaintiffs, 

having first been sworn by the Reporter, 

testifies as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. SCHNEIGER: 

Q .  Would you state your full name for the 

record? 

A. Donald Reeb. 

Q. How are you employed, sir? 

A. City of Portland, firefighter. 

Q .  Has someone explained to you the nature of a 

deposition today? 

A. Yes. 

Q .  And you understand you're sworn to tell the 

truth? 

A. Yes. 

Q - And you understand that this is no different 

than if we were in a court of law in the trial of this 

case before a judge and a jury? 
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1 A. Correct. 

2  Q. And you understand that there are significant 

penalties for perjury? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know who Marion Jones is? 

A. Yes. 

Q . Did she go to jail for perjury? 

A. I'm not sure. She ran fast. 

Q. She ran fast, but she ended up going to jail 

for six months for lying under oath. You understand 

that is serious? 

A. Yes. 

Q . Tell me about your training, sir. 

A. I am trained as a firefighter by the City of 

Portland. I have a college degree in fire science, 

and I meet the requirements of the job through the 

City's training programs that they, you know, 

mandatory training, mandatory drilling. They keep 

track of our hours. I think it's all right here in 

this book, so.. . 

Q . Are you an EMT? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Where did you receive your training? 

A. College of Emergency Services, Beaverton. 

25  Q. Okay. And how long was that training? 
.-. - 
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A. It was three months, condensed. 

Q - And was that full-time then? 

A. Evenings. 

Q. Just evenings? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Were you working as a firefighter at the same 

time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any other job at the same time? 

A. Yes. 

Q - What was that? 

A. Construction. 

Q. And you got your EMT-Basic. When were you 

certified as an EMT-Basic? 

A. First in ' 9 2 ,  and then again in maybe ' 9 9  or 

2 0 0 0 ,  right before I was hired here in Portland. 

Q. Okay. Can you just run me through your 

employment history? I'm curious about how you were 

certified in ' 9 2  and then again in ' 9 9 .  

A. With my college degree, it was required in 

the fire science program to have your EMT-Basic. I 

received that. From there I went on to become a 

professional bicyclist for seven years; did not use 

any training, my certifications lapsed; went back to 

college, got it, applied for a job, and I'm here. 
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Q. I won't ask you what your VO, max is, but I 

bet it's better than all of us. 

The school you went to for fire science, 

where was that? 

A. Central Oregon in Bend. 

Q - In Bend? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Was that - -  

A. Community college. 

Q. Community college? 

A. Central Oregon Community College. 

0 .  Right, okay. Did you ever work there as a 

firefighter? 

A. Not as a firefighter, but as a basic life - -  

BLS transport unit for the City of Bend. They do 

their own transporting. So, yes, not so much 

emergency calls as much as patient transports to or 

from the hospital. 

Q. So you got tired of the sunshine and decided 

to come to Portland? 

A. No, it's other, other things. 

Q. So in '99 you were recertified. Correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q . And that required that you go back to class? 

A. Correct. I did recert. once in I think '94. 
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1 You could take maybe a 15-hour recert., and that 

2 gave - -  extended it for maybe another year, but I 

3 wasn't doing any patient care or contact, so it then 

4 just completely lapsed, so then I went back and IBI 

5 just changed the standards. It used to be an EMT-1, 

6 and they changed it to the Basic, so... 

7 Q .  You were probably the most experienced 

student in the class, I bet. 

A. Maybe. I don't know. There was quite a bit 

of volunteer firefighters and whatnot. 

Q. Have you applied to become an EMT/paramedic? 

A. NO. 

Q .  So you are a firefighter and an EMT. 

Correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q .  What is the pay scale range for a person in 

your position with your seniority, including overtime? 

A. I think I made 74,000 last year. 

Q .  Okay. I'm trying to be polite by not asking 

20 you what you made 

2 1 A. Well, that's fine. I don't - -  it's public 

22 knowledge 

23 Q .  Okay. So - -  

24 A. Can I ask you? 

25 (A discussion was held off the record.) 
- 
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1 Q .  (By Mr. Schneiger) Have you had a chance to 

review the statement you made and the report that was 

filed in connection with the care and treatment of 

Mr. Chasse? 

A. Not today. 

Q. Okay. 

A. But. . . 

Q. Have you talked to anybody today about what 

questions might be asked you? 

MR. RICE: Other than your lawyers. 

THE WITNESS: Just - -  no, just this morning, 

just a briefing when I got here. 

Q .  (By Mr. Schneiger) Okay. How about this 

afternoon during the break? 

A. NO. 

Q. So you have read your statement to the 

homicide detectives; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay. One of the assessments that you were 

doing when you were at the scene - -  and we have a 

21 photograph of you standing there in your turnouts 

22 A. Correct. 

23 Q .  Have you seen this photo? 

24 A. Well, if it's one from the paper, maybe, if 

25 it's one from the news. Yours, no. 
- 
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Q - This is Exhibit No. 75. Have you seen that 

be£ ore? 

A. If that's the one from the paper, then yes. 

That's all I've seen. I've not seen an exhibit other 

than what was about a year ago in the paper. 

Q, Was it similar to this? 

A. Yeah, pretty similar. 

Q. And the position that you're in there in your 

turnouts, is that representative of pretty much the 

position you remained in throughout the course of 

Mr. Chasse's presence at the scene? 

A. I believe so, I mean.., 

Q. And were you talking to any of the officers? 

A. NO. 

Q - Did you get any history from the officers as 

to what occurred? 

A. No. Well - -  no, not from them, just - -  

Q. Just what you heard? 

A. You know, just, you know, chased a guy down 

and this is where we're at now, so... 

Q. Did you get any details about how they took 

him down? 

A. NO. 

Q. Did you get any details about how long he was 

unconscious? 
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A. NO. 

Q. No details at all? 

A. Was he unconscious? 

Q. Did you see the call sheet for what you were 

called out for? 

A. Oh, UNl? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I go on about maybe two to three of those a 

day. Sometimes they're just sleeping bums and, I 

mean, it doesn't mean a lot to us. We go on a lot of 

fires that are someone was having a shower and the 

steam set off the alarm, too, so... 

Q. And if you look at the sheet for this call, 

it says, unconscious - -  person struggling with police, 

unconscious. Does that ring a bell with you? 

A. Well, how can you struggle and be 

unconscious? 

Q. A person who was struggling and went 

unconscious. It would be - -  Counsel, you can show him 

Exhibit No. 82. 

(A discussion was held off the record.) 

MR. RICE: That's the exhibit number right 

there. 

THE WITNESS: Where am I looking? 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) At 17:23:04. Read what it 
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says in terms of the descriptive words, starting 

with - -  

A. No more information? Oh, at the top, 

Fighting with police, is unconscious. Okay. 

And I was supposed to get this when? You're 

saying this was told to me as I went on this call? 

Q. I haven't asked you a question yet. 

MR. RICE: Let him ask the questions. 

THE WITNESS: Oh. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Do you see at 17:23 where 

it says, Medical for subject who was fighting with 

police, is unconscious? Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

Q - And was that information given to you? 

A. It could have been. 

Q. But you don't remember it? 

A. Well, there's a lot going on when we're 

tapped out on a call. There's which direction we're 

heading, there's a lot of things going. I don't have 

a computer in front of me. I was probably driving, so 

my - -  my main concern is to get there safely, and 

that's it. 

Q. And were you driving that day? 

A. Correct. I should have been. I - -  we can 

look back. I mean - -  I'm pretty sure. It's my normal 
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1 job. 

2 Q. Is it assigned, where there are EMT-Basics 

3  such as yourself and a paramedic there, that one 

person takes the notes? 

A. Every paramedic/officer, sometimes it's an 

officer and a medic, so then yes. Sometimes we have a 

paramedic in the back seat, so no. The officer 

usually takes the notes. 

Q. And who is the officer? 

A. KoPPY. 

Q. And why does the officer take the notes, 

because they're in charge? 

A. Typically, yeah. 

Q . Okay. So that typically goes to the senior 

person, which would be a paramedic over an EMT-Basic? 

A. As far as the note-taker? 

Q . Yes. 

A. No. Like I said, it could be different every 

day, every shift, different stations. It's just a 

matter of what you've worked out. It could be the 

lowest guy on the totem pole. 

Q. Did you take the notes that day? 

A. NO. 

Q - How do you know? 

A. Because I don't take notes. I've probably 
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1 taken them once in five years. 

2 Q. Okay. 

3 MR. RICE: I'd like you just to give a pause 

4 to Mr. Schneiger when he finishes his question to make 

5 sure he doesn't have some more to give before you 

answer. 

THE WITNESS: Oh, okay. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Did you see anyone else 

taking notes? 

A. I can't recall. 

Q . So it may be that no notes were taken? 

A. Well, I can't recall, It wouldn't - -  

Q. Is it standard operating procedure for you 

when you're called out on a medical call like this 

that one of you takes notes? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And does that mean more than writing on your 

gloves? 

A. It doesn't really - -  since I'm not usually 

the person in charge, you know, it's not really - -  

doesn't really pertain to me too much in that aspect. 

I mean, I don't write the reports, so I try to do the 

best and for, you know, to help the guy out if I, you 

know - -  pass on the information I receive, if it's a 

heart rate or if it's a blood pressure, and if I was 
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taking notes, yes, I'd take down all those things. 

As far as what went on that day, I don't 

recall who. 

Q. Okay. So, if you're not the one taking notes 

and you do get a blood pressure or some vital sign or 

you do get a bit of information you think is relevant, 

you tell it to the note-taker? 

A. Correct. Anything I do, I pass that on to 

the note-taker. 

Q. And do you folks then talk before you leave 

the scene so that you make sure that you're all on the 

same page, so to speak? 

A. Maybe not on the scene, but on the way home. 

We're together the rest of the day. I mean, on the 

drive home, sure. 

Q. Okay. But there's no effort to sort of bring 

together all the information at one time so that, say, 

if you had talked to a witness and you got some 

information and somebody else took a blood pressure, 

that they'd all get together right at the scene and 

say, Okay, this is what I have, I found out this, you 

got this? Is that done? 

A. It sounds great in theory, but we're usually 

on emergency situation, and we don't - -  you know, 

people need to get there and go, the ambulance needs 
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to leave. I mean, we pass them a sheet of paper that 

says, you know, what we received, but they were there 

first this day, so they were what I think is called 

patient care, so - -  

Q. Person in charge? 

A. Person in charge, so, you know, it's kind of 

like we're there to assist them. Some days they're 

there to assist us and then we pass care to them to 

transport, so, in a situation like this, we got there 

and things were already out, looks like we were just 

kind of there to see what they needed. 

Q .  And did you render any care to Mr. Chasse? 

A. No. I might have assisted in a glucose, 

getting his glucose, but . . .  

Q .  And do you recall that? 

A. I recall a few of us needing to assist in 

that because he was combative. 

Q .  He was struggling? 

A. Struggling. 

Q. And were you trying to take it from his hands 

or his arm? 

A. Correct. 

Q .  And what happened? 

A. Just kind of fought, looked like he might 

want to bite, just kind of, you know, for someone that 
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was handcuffed and didn't really - -  you know, seemed 

pretty subdued at the time, didn't really want us 

doing that, so it was just a reaction of, okay, we're 

going to need some guys to hold his shoulders down so 

we can get a finger, because blood is not something we 

really want flying around. 

Q - Sure. So did you get it from his hands? 

A. I believe so. Like I said, I think I might 

have swabbed his fingers. I didn't actually hold the 

glucometer. 

Q .  And what you said about holding his shoulders 

down, that means pressing them down? 

A. Well, just, you know, somehow just keeping 

him from either biting or throwing his - -  I mean, 

you've got to get a finger. If a guy doesn't want you 

to get his finger, it's pretty easy, you know, to move 

around, so just, you know, hold his hands. 

Q .  And who was holding him down? 

A. I recall everyone in the sense of just - -  YOU 

know, I was focused on what I was doing. 

Q - And what were you doing? 

A. Like I said, maybe helping him with his 

wiping the - -  taking the alcohol prep. on his finger. 

Q. Did you at any time use blood from the ground 

to do your glucometer? 
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A. Never heard of that before. 

Q. That would be pretty unusual for a 

firefighter, wouldn't it? 

A. I've never even heard that. I didn't even 

see any blood on the ground, so... 

Q . Did you take any other vital signs? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you observe Mr. Chasse? 

A. Observe him how? 

Q. In terms of his communication with the 

others. 

A. I mean, I vaguely remember just a, you 

know - -  just - -  yeah, there was communication. Making 

sense? Not necessarily. Verbal? Could understand 

words, yes. 

It seemed like he was orientated to where he 

was. He wanted his backpack, he wanted, you know - -  

you know, wanted people to stop holding him down. I 

mean, all things that seemed typical of somebody 

that's got handcuffs on them, so nothing out of the 

ordinary. 

Q. Just another call that you get for some drunk 

on the street who is arrested. Correct? 

A. Yeah, pretty much daily. 

Q. Wears you down after a while, does it? 
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A. I don't know. If I had to do this on 

everyone, yes. I mean, to think back, I mean, I want 

to do the best I can for you, but it's really a 

typical call. It was nothing abnormal at all other 

than - -  

Q. The fact that he died? 

A. Well, and to tell you the truth, I would have 

never put that in my - -  I mean, I would have done a 

better job thinking - -  if you told me he was going to 

die in an hour, I would have paid attention, but it 

didn't - -  seemed like any other call, so... 

Q. Would you get your statement in front of you 

that you made to homicide? 

This is on September 22nd of 2006. This is 

about five days after the incident, which was on the 

17th. 

A. Okay. 

Q. So I just want to go through your response 

here and just highlight things and ask you to tell me 

if this is in fact what you said and what's reported 

there. 

When you got there, this would be the middle 

of the page? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Under your first response, you said, when you 
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got there, I believe they - -  his arms and legs were 

tied up. He is already on his - -  he was face-down. 

Is that what you said? 

A. That's what I said. You have exactly what I 

said. 

Q. Okay. And face-down, does that mean that he 

was on his chest, on his side? How was he face-down? 

A. I think face-down. That's face-down. 

Q. And where would his body be; in other words, 

his body posture? 

A. I mean, just laying on his face, like on his 

stomach, like - -  I mean, that's what I said. I don't 

remember, recall it from a year ago. 

Q. Sure. But it's pretty descriptive? 

A. Yeah, I mean, we're going to go with this. 

It's five days after. 

Q. Sure. And you said, He was bleeding from his 

mouth, nothing excessive. It's just like - -  it just 

seemed like maybe he hit his head on the way down, but 

nothing abnormal. Did I read it correctly? 

A. Sounds fine to me. 

Q. So the mechanism of injury for the blood 

coming out of his mouth was on the way down when he 

was taken down by the police? 

MR. RICE: Objection to form. 
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THE WITNESS: I was going - -  yeah, I don't 

know. I'm just stating - -  I guess what I mean by that 

comment is it didn't look like he got hit with a 

baseball bat across the face, didn't look like someone 

stepped on his head a hundred times. It looked like 

he fell. That's what I'm describing, is the blood 

flow. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) And is that consistent 

with what you understood about him, there being a 

chase and him being taken down? 

A. I didn't recall other than after the fact 

that he was maybe chased down, so I don't know how he 

got there on the ground. I wasn't there. 

Q. What do you mean, "after the fact"? 

A. Well, after the fact, the news, all that. I 

mean, you hear - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. - -  that he was chased down. 

0. Page 2, you say, We were told he was running 

from the police, he got taken down. That would 

explain his facial abrasion. 

Does that refresh your memory? 

A .  Correct. It sounds like it. 

Q. That's what you said. Correct? 

A .  This is my opinion, yes. 



Q. So you did have some information about how he 

got that facial abrasion? 

A. Correct, between those five days of the 

interview and the call, correct, I did. 

Q. You're saying that this is not from your own 

recollection? 

A. That's really hard, yeah. I'm - -  yeah, I 

guess I didn't go home and turn the TVs and not read 

the newspaper for the next five days. 

Q. But when you said, "We were told," I assume 

by the "we" you mean the firemen that were there. 

A. Correct. I wouldn't assume that. We, I 

mean, I'm just speaking - -  I mean - -  I don't know. I 

mean, what actually are you asking me, if I'm - -  

Q. When you're referring to "we were told." 

A. So you'd like to know who "we" are? 

Q. Yes. 

MR. RICE: Let him finish his questions each 

time. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) I'm finished. 

MR. RICE: He actually jumped in on you. 

Just let him finish before you answer. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

I don't know. I guess "we" could be the 

firemen, yeah. We were told - -  we could have been 
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told. I mean, like I said, it's been a while. I 

don't know what, what point in time I found that out. 

Q .  (By Mr. Schneiger) Well, let me just tell you 

that the police officers in this case have testified 

that Mr. Chasse was running, they tackled him from 

behind, took him to the pavement, and his face hit the 

concrete. So would that be consistent with what you 

have here? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Like I said, I believed that 

that was a wound that would happen if you fell from 

(sic) the ground, so, yes, I'll agree with that. 

Q - (By Mr. Schneiger) So that's consistent with 

what you said about him running from the police, he 

got taken down - -  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q .  - -  and that would explain his facial 

abrasion, consistent with what I told you the officers 

said? 

A. Correct. 

Q .  Okay. You said that Mr. Chasse seemed 

scattered in his thinking? 

A. Yeah. He was really concerned about a 

backpack. 

Q .  And, in fact, what he thought was his 
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backpack was what? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. The paramedic from AMR said that when they 

were taking away their LIFEPAK 1 2  - -  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q .  - -  that Mr. Chasse thought that was his 

backpack and that's why he got upset. Did you 

understand that? 

A. NO. 

Q, Would you mistake a LIFEPAK 12 for, and the 

container it's in, the black container it's in, for a 

regular backpack? 

A. Depends which way it was facing. I don't 

even remember what his backpack looked like. If it 

was black and made of the Cordura-type material that 

the LIFEPAK's made of, yeah. 

Q. And so the fact that he was upset may not 

indicate that he was confused. Correct? 

A. Yeah, I guess, but I don't - -  the confusion 

was more just - -  I don't know, just seemed agitated, 

so, and confused and - -  about not necessarily his 

consciousness as much as just - -  I mean, he was 

concerned about a backpack when he's in handcuffs. I 

think that's - -  I don't know, just seems a little 

different, to me, but - -  
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Q. That would be unusual, wouldn't it? 

A. I would think. 

Q . Would you look at the report filed by the 

paramedic in this case? 

A. Is that this one? 

MR. RICE: Is that an exhibit number? 

MR. STEENSON: Seventy-nine. 

MR. SCHNEIGER: Seventy-nine, thank you. 

(A discussion was held off the record.) 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Would you look under the 

assessment where it assesses his mental status? 

A. As in alert? Is that the part, LOC? 

Q . Correct. And what does it say as to his 

mental status other than alert? 

A. Does N mean no? 

Q. You tell me. It's your fire department. 

A. Well, it says he's alert, yes; orientated to 

event, no; orientation to person, no; orientation to 

place, no; orientation to time, no. 

And your question was? 

Q. My question is the senior paramedic on the 

scene filled that out because he believed that 

Mr. Chasse fit that description. Do you agree with 

him? 

A. Well, he's the senior medic. 
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Q. So whatever he says goes. Right? 

A. You know, it's an interpretation of what's 

his orientation to event. I mean, how do I know? I 

mean, maybe that's normal for Chasse. I mean, I don't 

know the guy. I mean, I - -  he spoke about a backpack, 

it looked like an object. He's aware of something. I 

mean, you know, if you're asking my opinion, I 

don't - -  I think he was orientated to at least where 

he was. 

Q. And where did he think he was? 

A. I don't know. He wouldn't respond to us. He 

was combative. He didn't want to let us help check 

him out. 

Q. And that upset you that he was being 

combative? 

A. Not me. Why would it upset me? 

Q . Well, you're there to help this guy and he's 

being combative? 

A. Just typical. 

Q . Just another typical drunk? 

A. One reason you want a glucose, maybe he's 

diabetic, maybe hers got a low sugar. 

Q. So you noticed the position he was in, right, 

hog-tied? 

A. I mean, that's what I said. I mean, as far 
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as could I get in that position for you right now, no. 

Looking at the picture rings a bell. It's been a 

while. 

Q . Exhibit 75? 

MR. SCHNEIGER: Off the record. 

(A discussion was held off the record.) 

Q .  (By Mr. Schneiger) So does that refresh your 

recollection as to the position Mr. Chasse was in? 

A. Yeah. 

Q .  And how would you describe that position? 

A. Hobbled or laying on the ground in handcuffs. 

Q. And were the handcuffs tied to the hobble on 

his feet? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q .  So would you estimate that - -  well, let me 

back up. We'll strike that question. 

Have you ever suffered a rib injury? 

A. I don't know. I've been hit in the ribs. As 

far as medical attention, no. 

Q .  I'm not asking about medical attention. Have 

you ever suffered a rib injury? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How did it happen? 

A. Skiing. 

Q. What happened? 
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A. Crashed. 

Q. And did you bruise your ribs or fracture 

them? 

A. Like I said, I didn't go to the doctor. It 

just hurt real bad. 

Q. How long did it hurt real bad for? 

A. A couple weeks. 

Q. Hurt real bad to do what? 

A. Breathe sometimes. 

Q - And even lifting your arm hurt? 

A. Possibly. 

Q. Did you do any physical activity while you 

had those bruised ribs? 

A. I'm pretty sure of that, yes. 

Q . What did you do? 

A. Probably continued with whatever I was doing 

in my life. I mean, I've been hurt before; keep doing 

it. 

Q. So you know that even breathing can hurt with 

bruised ribs. Right? 

A. Sure. 

Q. And I want you to assume that what the 

coroner in this case says is correct and what she has 

concluded is correct, and that is that at the time 

that you saw Mr. Chasse, he had at least 1 4  fractured 
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1 ribs in his posterior - -  14 fractures in his ribs in 

2 his posterior left thorax. Okay. Can you assume 

3 that? 

4 A. No, I can't assume that, but is that what 

5 you're telling me? 

6 Q. I'm telling you to assume it for this 

question. 

A. Okay. 

Q. Would you expect that, if someone pulled his 

arms back, that that might cause some pain? 

A. Well, of course. 

Q. Do you expect if someone put their hand on 

his back or his rear rib cage and pushed, even 

slightly to hold him down, that that might cause some 

pain? 

A. Of course. 

Q. And would you accept that a person under 

those circumstances might be combative if you were 

trying to move him in a position that was causing 

these multiple fractures to grate against each other 

and the soft tissue that they're attached to? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: If we're assuming, yes. That 

sounds terrible. I don't - -  I just - -  you know, like 

I said, I'm looking at his vital signs and they seem 
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pretty normal, so.. . 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) I'm just telling you to 

assume that what Dr. Gunson says is correct, that he 

had these multiple rib fractures at the time that you 

saw him. Okay? 

A. Okay. 

Q. And if that were the case, you would expect 

some pain behavior on his part. Correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q - And the combativeness that you saw, that you 

interpreted as combativeness, might have been just a 

natural reaction to the pain of these multiple 

comminuted fractures in his posterior thorax? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Would that be reasonable 

to assume? 

A. It would be reasonable. I mean, was he on 

drugs, was he - -  I don't know. I mean, there's a lot 

of things we don't know. 

Q. Sure. 

A. Maybe he doesn't have a pain tolerance when 

he's on - -  

Q. Do you think you would have a pain tolerance 

for 14 fractures in your posterior thorax? 
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A. No. 

Q. Okay. And the toxicological report in this 

case showed that Mr. Chasse had no drugs in his 

system. 

A. Okay. 

Q. Did you know that? 

A. NO. I - -  

Q. Okay. And that he wasn't a drunk on the 

street. Did you know that? 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q - You just assumed he was? 

A. Did I? 

Q. That's what you've testified to. 

MR. RICE: Objection. That's not true. 

THE WITNESS: You know, I - -  no, actually, I 

just go off what I know when I get there. 

Q - (By Mr. Schneiger) So this man that was 

before you was at one point mumbling to himself and he 

looked panicked; is that right? 

Let me read to you what you said: I know the 

AMR medic got up to go get a glucose, urn, monitor out 

of the rig and he kind of panicked when she got up to 

leave him? 

Is that accurately reporting that? 

A. Yeah. I think when I said that, I think I 
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believed that he was maybe, I mean, maybe he was 

comforted by her. I don't know. We had just shown 

UP. 

Q. And do you think that he might have been 

panicked thinking that the only person who had come to 

treat him might be leaving him? 

A. Well, I - -  I don't know what he was thinking. 

That's what I was thinking. 

Q - That's why he was worried? 

A. Is that what he was thinking? 

Q, I don't know. 

A. Oh. 

Q. I'm just asking you - -  

A. Okay. 

Q. - - if this is what you think is reasonable 

for him to be thinking at the time when she got up - -  

A. Well, this is all - -  no, I can't go there. 

MR. RICE: Objection. 

THE WITNESS: I - -  you just asked me - -  I 

mean, I was just trying to explain the scenario, and 

there's - -  he - -  by that statement you just made 

clearly said to me that he was aware of his 

surroundings. He was aware that she was leaving his 

side. He started mumbling and seemed - -  so alls I'm 

saying is he's aware of what's around him, just as you 
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just spoke of not being aware, you just told me 

that - -  you're trying to tell me that you are aware - -  

that he's aware by her leaving, so.. . 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) And he had a panicked 

look; is that right? 

A. I don't know his normal features. Ever since 

I saw him he looked panicked to me. I haven't met 

Mr. Chasse until this moment in my life. 

Q. But this is how you described him as 

having - -  

A. Just like he smelled like urine, I don't know 

that he smells like urine ail the time. These are 

things that I get in a very short glimpse of 

someone's - -  that's it. And I think I was on-scene 

under 10 minutes, maybe 15. It's in here. That's all 

I - -  that's it. 

Q. And you did say that he kind of panicked at 

that time? These are your words? 

A. Correct. I don't know why. That's just my 

words. 

Q. And would that be a reasonable reaction when 

she was going up to - -  if he was aware that she was 

simply going up to get the glucose monitor, and there 

was conversation around where she said that she was 

going to do that and he understood that, would that be 
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a reasonable reaction to that situation if he 

understood what actually was going on? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: That would be reasonable. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Did you think she was 

leaving the scene? 

A. Absolutely not. 

Q - why? 

A. Because she doesn't leave the scene. They're 

the transporting unit. 

Q. So you knew, right? 

A. That she wasn't leaving? 

Q . Yes. 

A. Well, of course, just like the cops weren't 

leaving either. 

Q. And you knew that she was going to get her 

glucose monitor. Correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q .  Even though it appeared she was leaving, you 

knew what she was going to do because you heard her 

say that? 

A. Correct. Well, also - -  yeah, if she's 

getting it. 

Q. Your paramedic on-scene described Mr. Chasse 

in his report as not being oriented to event, person, 
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place, or time. In his statement, under deposition, 

Mr. Koppy said that Mr. Chasse didn't say anything 

that made sense. Do you disagree or agree with that 

statement? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Well, I think it's under 

interpretation. He spoke of a backpack. That makes 

sense to me. Now, what he's going to do with it, I 

don't know. I mean, I heard words. 

I heard him wanting to go down by the river 

is another statement that he said. Now, if that makes 

sense? At the time does it make sense? Well, maybe 

to him it does, but to me it doesn't seem like he's 

going down to the river, he's in handcuffs, so I heard 

words. Does it make sense? I don't know. 

Q .  (By Mr. Schneiger) And was he asked his date 

of birth and other such factual information? 

A. Correct. 

Q .  And did he say anything that made any sense? 

A. No, but that's not abnormal from someone 

that's in handcuffs and doesn't want to give up a 

birth date. 

Q - So it would be typical for someone that was 

trying to avoid detection of his criminal record? 

A. If that's what we're going to assume. Maybe 
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he didn't understand the question. I don't know. I 

have no idea. 

Q .  Assume that Mr. Chasse had no criminal 

record. 

A. Okay. 

Q . Does that indicate to you that, when he gave 

incoherent numbers to his date of birth, that he was 

trying to deceive the police? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Is that what I thought? 

Q . (By Mr. Schneiger) Yes. 

A. No. I thought maybe he was - -  had an altered 

mental status from maybe drinking or drugs or just 

like I said, painted a picture; it didn't seem like a 

guy that was going to be cooperative. 

Q. So how many guys do you come upon who have 

multiple fractured ribs under these circumstances? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Once again, 1 don't know. I 

don't call the hospital after every call and find out 

what the problem was. It's emergency medicine. 

Typically the idea is to get them to a doctor, a 

trained doctor as soon as possible, and it's called - -  

usually it's stabilizing and moving the patient as 

quickly as possible, so we don't test his ribs and we 
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don't have an x-ray machine. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) And do you know as an 

EMT-Basic how to check the rib cage to see if there is 

any complaints of pain? 

A. Sure. 

Q. How do you do that? 

A. By palpation. 

Q. Explain to me. 

A. Put pressure on them and ask them if that's 

painful. 

Q. And you start at the top and you work your 

way down? 

A. Sure. 

Q . And you do the whole rib cage. Correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Because that's one of the things that - -  

A. Make note of the pain. 

Q. And that's one of the things you're trained 

as an EMT-Basic. Correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And when you went through your training, you 

were taught how to do a rapid trauma exam, weren't 

you? 

A. Correct. 

Q - What's that? 
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A. A quick head to toe, ABCs. And he was 

breathing, had an airway, and he had circulation, very 

good circulation. And like I said, I didn't do any of 

the exam because the paramedics were already there. 

Q .  And why do you say he had "very good 

circulation"? 

A. Because he has a pulse rate of a hundred and 

it's strong, and he has a BP. 

Q . That's it? 

A. Well, a good pulse of a hundred means he 

has - -  he has circulation. 

Q - And what about his pulsoximetry? 

A. That was 98 percent. 

Q .  What does that tell you? 

A. That's very normal. It means that he's 

perfusing oxygen. 

Q . Who did the pulsoximetry? 

A. Can't recall. 

0 . What device do you use for it? 

A. LIFEPAK. 

Q - And so this would have been the LP 1 2  that 

was brought to the scene by the paramedics from AMR. 

Right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And is there a report there about the results 
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of the, in your report, about the results of the 

pulsoximetry? 

A. Yeah. It's right here. 

Q. What does it report? 

A. Ninety-eight percent. 

Q. And did you see that done? 

A. NO. 

Q .  Neither did the paramedics at AMR, according 

to their testimony under oath. So can you explain to 

me why, if you didn't see it done and the paramedics 

at AMR didn't see it done and Mr. Koppy didn't see it 

done, when it got done? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: I can't tell you when it got 

done. I didn't recall who even did it or if it got 

done. 

Q .  (By Mr. Schneiger) So it might not have 

gotten done? 

A. Sounds like from my - -  I'm not aware of it. 

Q .  So can you explain to me how we would have 

pulsoximetry results for a pulsoximeter that was never 

done? 

A. I can't. 

Q. What are you taught about putting incorrect 

or false information in reports like this? 
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A. Well, I, like I said, don't write reports, 

but I wouldn't do it. 

Q. Why is that? 

A. Because it's dishonest, making up 

information. It seems like it would be a bad thing. 

Q. But if it didn't make any difference if this 

is just another homeless person on Burnside or in 

Northwest Portland? 

A. I disagree. 

Q. Why? 

A. Because it's dishonest, and why would it 

matter if it was just another call? I mean, why would 

you have to put anything down? 

Q. How about if you didn't do a pulsoximetry 

and - -  

A. Could you tell he was breathing? 

Q. Let me finish. 

MR. RICE: Let him finish his questions. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) How about if you didn't do 

the pulsoximetry and you found out the patient died 

and then you changed it? 

A. That would be terrible. 

Q. You would agree that that would be not 

something that you would do? 

A. Not professional, not part of the scope of 
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practice, not part of anything I'm about, correct. 

Q .  And would you agree that anyone else that put 

a pulsoximetry in here that never occurred was doing 

something that was terrible? 

A. I would agree. 

Q. And unprofessional? 

A. Correct, but there are other ways to tell if 

someone's breathing or not. You asked me how I knew, 

and - -  

Q .  That wasn't the question before you right 

now. 

A. Oh, okay. I just wanted to clear that up. 

So it wasn't just based on these facts. 

Q. What I was asking you is about the vital 

signs that are reported here. 

You reported that the pulse quality was 

strong. How do you know that? 

A. I didn't report that. I'm reading it off the 

paper you gave me. 

Q . How do you know it was strong? 

A. I'm just telling you I don't know. I'm 

reading it off the paper you sent me. 

Q. Mr. Koppy said he didn't take his pulse and 

24 report it strong. 

2 5  A. All right. Well, I'm reading the paper 
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Q. And the pulse rhythm was regular. Mr. Koppy 

said that he didn't record that it was regular. 

A. Then who did this sheet, AMR? 

Q. Mr. Koppy did the sheet. Okay? 

A. I don't know what to tell you. 

Q. Did you - -  

A. I didn't take a pulse. 

Q. Did you assess Mr. Chasse's respiratory rate? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did you do any other examination other than 

helping with his blood glucose? 

A. I did not, other than just showing up and 

seeing a man that's speaking, which means he's 

breathing, h e r s  moving around, which means - -  seems 

like, you know, he's - -  seemed pretty normal is what 

I'm saying. He's breathing, he's talking. Those 

are - -  that's an airway. That means he's got a pulse. 

And he's moving around on his own, so it tells me if 

he's got really bad pains, he wouldn't be moving on 

his own. 

Q. And was he moving when you first saw him or 

was he lying there quietly as described by the medics 

at AMR? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: I don't recall. 
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Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) The medics at AMR report 

that when they got to the scene - -  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q - - -  Mr. Chasse was lying quietly with his 

hands behind his back and hog-tied. 

A. Okay. 

Q. Does that seem unusual to you? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Unusual how? 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) In terms of what you saw 

that day. 

A. NO. 

Q. So, when you say he was moving, was it the 

first time you saw him move with any intention when 

you tried to get or someone tried to get a stick in 

his finger for the blood glucose? 

A. I would have to - -  yeah. I mean, he was 

moving after I walked up. I mean, he was moving the 

whole time. I mean, he was conscious the whole time I 

was there, as far as he wasn't sleeping or - -  he was 

moving. 

Q. And did you see him when he was carried off? 

A. Don't really recall that part. 

Q. Well, you - -  

A. I mean, I saw them walk up the sidewalk as I 
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Q . Is that no? 

A. That's a no. 

Q. And would you have ever done anything that 

could be misinterpreted by someone as mocking 

Mr. Chasse? 

A. Wow. I mean, I don't believe, but I think 

when, you know - -  I'm not - -  I don't like the look of 

the picture, you know, especially after the fact. If 

the guy was dying there, I would have liked to have 

been doing something to help him live. So, I mean, 

when you ask me how I feel - -  

Q. No, that's not what I'm asking. 

A. Well, you're saying would it be interpreted. 

You're asking me to interpret my actions. You know, 

on the scene I feel like I was a professional on the 

scene. When I look back and see a snapshot of the 

scene, of course I go, Well, that's not what I saw, 

because I was there, but if I was sitting in a 

restaurant across the street and the guy ends up dying 

tomorrow, and then they - -  yeah, it doesn't look 

right. We're just standing around watching him die? 

Well, that's not true. We didn't watch him die. He 

23 wasn't dying there. 

2 4 Q - That's not the question I asked, though 

25 A. Okay. 

SCHMITT & LEHMANN, INC. 
(360) 695-5554 *** (503) 223-4040 



Q. Sir, the question I asked is: At any time 

did you make noise, sounds, or motions that could be 

interpreted by someone at the scene as mocking or 

mimicking Mr. Chasse? 

A. NO. 

Q. Did anyone else? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Would you have remembered something like that 

as being totally inappropriate and something that 

would stick in your mind? 

A. NO. 

Q, Pardon me? 

A. NO. 

Q. You wouldn't remember something like that? 

A. Like - -  like what? 

Q. Someone mocking Mr. Chasse or making noises 

mimicking his sounds. 

A. NO. 

Q. You didn't hear anyone doing that? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And if you did hear it, would you report it 

or go to them and tell them that that is 

unprofessional if they were part of your team? 

A. You have to be a little more specific for me 

to - -  I mean, if they said he smelled or something, is 
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that unprofessional? No. I mean, I don't know what 

you're asking. 

Q. Let me restate the question then. 

A. No, I understand the question. 

MR. RICE: Let him state the question. 

That's his job. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) What I'm asking you is we 

have a report from a witness who saw Mr. Chasse being 

carried off and he was moaning, and they report that 

one of the medical people at the scene was mocking 

him, mimicking the noise, the groaning he was doing 

when he left. Was that you? 

A. NO. 

Q . Was it anyone else you heard? 

A. I do not recall anyone else doing that. 

Q - And if someone else had done that, would you 

have done anything in response to that? 

A. I mean, That's not cool maybe. I don't know. 

What I - -  I don't know. I don't know what you're - -  I 

mean, what were you asking me to do? 

I mean, is there like a place I call up after 

call and say, you know, A guy made a rude comment? 

No, I mean, it's kind of - -  you know, it's kind of 

tough skin out there sometimes. I don't really - -  

didn't hear a comment, but - -  I don't have anything 
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else to say on that, I guess. 

Q - Do you think that Mr. Chasse in any way, by 

his behavior that day, contributed to the fact that he 

was not transported to the hospital? 

A. NO. 

Q. Is there anything Mr. Chasse could have done 

that day that would have made anyone, including you, 

conclude that this man should go to the hospital? 

A. That he could have done? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I don't know what you mean. Like if he 

should have showed, like, other signs of injury, you 

mean, or asked to go to the hospital? I don't know. 

I mean, that's not my call, so... 

Q. Sure. Here's what I'm getting at. This case 

will be tried in a number of months and you're going 

to be called as a witness. 

A. Sure. 

Q . And I just want to make sure at the time of 

trial you don't come up and say, If Chasse had just 

done this, that would have changed our approach, we 

would have taken him to the hospital. That's what I'm 

getting at. 

A. Well, I don't make that call if a patient 

goes to the hospital or not, so I don't - -  I can't 
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answer that. 

Q. Whose call is that? 

A. It's the paramedic in charge. 

Q - And did you expect that Mr. Chasse was going 

to be taken to the hospital before they carted him 

off? 

A. No. 

Q. Pardon me? 

A. NO. 

Q. You didn't see any reason for him to go to 

the hospital? 

A. Not what I witnessed. 

Q. Okay. And you didn't witness or learn about 

how long he was unconscious? 

A. Was he unconscious? 

Q. Well, the - -  oh. So you don't believe - -  

A. No, I - -  the dispatcher said he was. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Does that - -  is that what we go on? No. 

When I got there, he wasn't unconscious. 

Q. Okay. So the dispatcher said it. Officer 

Humphreys, who was the big fellow at the scene in the 

Portland Police Department, the biggest one there, he 

said that Mr. Chasse went unconscious from 30 seconds 

to a minute. 
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A. Okay. 

Q ,  So did you have any of that information? 

A. No, but I'm pretty sure that the medics that 

showed up that were there before us and had all their 

gear out were told that. 

Q - Okay. And so if the medics had that 

information that this man had gone unconscious from 30 

seconds to a minute - -  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. - -  and the only examination was the vital 

signs that you see in the report, you wouldn't see any 

reason for this patient to go to the hospital? 

A. From what I witnessed, no. 

Q. And what would be your assessment as to why 

he went unconscious? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Like I said, I didn't know he 

was unconscious, so - -  no idea why he'd go 

unconscious. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Is that something as an 

EMT-Basic, if you're determining whether a patient 

should go to the hospital or not, is that something 

that you would want to explore in terms of doing your 

history and physical? 

A. Yeah, I mean, if that - -  I mean, if I'm a 
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Basic and I'm in charge, then I'm just sending 

everybody to the hospital. How about that? That's 

what I'd do, because I don't know. I'm not a doctor. 

Q - So, when you had your EMT-Basic test, part of 

it was written and part of it was practical. Correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Do you remember the trauma station? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you go in and there's an actual patient 

there. 

A. Uh- huh. 

Q . It isn't a patient, but they're pretending to 

be a patient. Correct? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q .  And there's a proctor there or a monitor. 

Right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And the proctor gives you a scenario and they 

describe to you what condition this patient is in? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q .  Okay. And that sounds familiar to you? 

A. Correct. 

Q .  Did you pass your trauma section the first 

time? 

A. Sure did, uh-huh. 
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Q .  So you're called to the scene. This is the 

question that's given to you at the trauma station. 

A. Uh- huh. 

Q .  You're called to the scene of a 43-year-old 

man who is reported to have gone unconscious. He is 

lying on his side, hog-tied. His skin is pale. When 

you try to move him, he seems to be in distress. 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. You do the vital signs that were said here. 

What other work would you do before you decided 

whether or not you're going to transport this patient 

to the hospital, what other examination? 

MR. RICE: Object as to form. Go ahead and 

answer. 

THE WITNESS: Well, I'd get his vital signs, 

I'd check his sugar, and I'd put him en route because 

the hospital is a few blocks away. That's what I'd 

do. 

Q .  (By Mr. Schneiger) And would you do any 

assessment at the scene? 

A. Not much. I mean, I - -  I mean, I would ask 

him, but if he's just going to fight me, then it's 

like, Well, maybe he's got a head injury. I don't 

know. Maybe - -  I'm not - -  I didn't, you know, 

evaluate Mr. Chasse. I'm just - -  from what your 
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walked back to the rig. 

Q. You say - -  you described them as carrying him 

maybe 5 0  feet up the sidewalk? 

A. Uh-huh. We were parked in front of them. 

Q .  So were you walking alongside the officers? 

A. Kind of around. I go around the back of the 

engine, they walked up the hill. 

Q. So, as you saw him being carried off, did you 

hear Mr. Chasse making any noises? 

A. NO. 

Q .  He wasn't - -  

A. But I wasn't in the vicinity. He was 

surrounded by other cops and . . .  

Q. You didn't hear him screaming? 

A. NO. 

Q. Did you ever hear him say, Don't leave me? 

A. No, I don't recall that. 

Q. Did you ever, during the course of the time 

that you were at the scene, make any noises that could 

be interpreted as mocking Mr. Chasse? 

A. NO. 

Q. Did you make any noise that suggested, Ooh, 

ooh, you're really in pain, or something to that 

sense? 

A. Negative 
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question is, I would go through that, but the 

hospital's a few blocks away, and that's definitive 

care. That's at the hospital. 

Q. Would you look at Exhibits 64 and 65? 

MR. RICE: At both of them or one at a time? 

MR. SCHNEIGER: One at a time. 

MR. RICE: I opened 64. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Looking at Exhibit 64, 

when you're doing your detailed physical and you're at 

your trauma station, what are you looking for when you 

assess his head? 

A. Bleeding, missing teeth, fractured bones. 

Q - Is there a mnemonic for that? 

A. You've got me there. What's that? 

Q. BPLTS, B-P-L-T-S. 

A. Oh, yeah, sure. That's a good one. 

Q . And what does that stand for? Let me help 

you out. 

A. Yeah, why don't you tell me. 

Q - Some of them have to do with contusions, 

abrasions? 

A. Punctures. 

Q . Okay. And do you see any contusions, 

abrasions - -  

A. Yeah. 

SCHMITT & LEHMANN, INC. 
(360) 695-5554 ***  (503) 223-4040 



Q. And what do you see when you look at Exhibit 

No. 64 in terms of injuries that you would report at 

this trauma station? 

A. I would note abrasions and contusions on his 

face. 

Q. And do you see any discoloration? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. I mean, but it doesn't 

mean the picture isn't doing that. I don't know. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) And look at Exhibit No. 

65. Do you see any other injuries to Mr. Chasse? 

A. Yeah, he's got a lip, a fat lip, it looks 

like. 

Q. And did you say you did see blood on the 

ground or didn't see blood on the ground? 

A. I did not see blood on the ground. 

Q. Did you see any bleeding, abrasions on his 

arms? 

A. No. 

Q . You did not? 

A. No. 

Q .  Did you notice that his hands were blue or 

cyanotic? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q .  Is that something you would have noticed when 
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you - -  

A. Correct. 

Q. Wait, let me finish the question. 

Is that something you would have noticed when 

you were doing his blood sugars? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you would have noticed if his hands were 

discolored in any way, indicating lack of circulation? 

A. Or dirty. 

Q. If these were discolored, indicating lack of 

circulation, would you have noticed that? Are you 

trained to do that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So if the EMT paramedics from AMR both 

reported that his hands were blue, cyanotic, and 

balled up, is that something you would have noticed in 

your examination? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Correct, I would have noticed 

that. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) And you didn't notice it, 

did you? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Exhibit 64 and 65, if you're at your trauma 

station, would you draw the conclusion that this is 
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1 possibly a patient who has had head trauma? 

2 A. I can't make that conclusion. 

3 Q .  Okay. What would you call the cause of what 

4 happened to Mr. Chasse's face other than trauma? 

5 A. Well, that's the word they use for it, I 

mean, trauma . 

Q. But you wouldn't call this evidence of head 

trauma? 

A. Yeah, I mean - - sorry. I missed the 

question. I think you're - -  you're asking me if this 

was the result of trauma to the head? Yes. 

Q .  Would you reasonably conclude that this 

patient had trauma to the head based upon what you see 

here? 

A. The picture I see, yes. 

Q .  So you're at your trauma station for your 

EMT-Basic final, and you have to ask the proctor there 

what is his mental status, is that correct, because 

the patient can't necessarily give that to you? 

A. Correct. 

Q, And the proctor says, He is in an altered 

mental state, he's not making any sense, so you have a 

patient who is in an altered mental state, and he has 

signs of head trauma. Tell me what examination you 

would proceed with. 
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1 A. Ask him where he's at. 

2 Q. And he's altered, he doesn't - -  he isn't able 

3 to respond. 

4 A. What time is it, ask him a few questions. 

5 Q. Okay. And the proctor says, He is in an 

6 altered mental state, he can't respond, so what 

7 examination do you now proceed with, given the 

8 information that you have been told he is in an 

9 altered mental state and he has head trauma? 

10 A. Blood sugar. 

11 Q. And you've done the blood sugar and it's 

12 normal. What do you do next? 

13 A. We transport him to the trauma (sic). 

Q. So you wouldn't do an exam? 

A. Well, yeah, I mean, you can do that en route. 

Q. And do you know that if, in your test, your 

trauma test - -  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. - -  you were presented with a patient like 

this, and they were in altered mental status - -  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. - -  and they had this sign of facial trauma - -  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. - -  and you did not do a physical exam, at 

least a rapid trauma exam, you would flunk, would you 
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not? 

A. Yeah. 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) So can you tell me, based 

upon the training you're given as an EMT, how you 

should proceed with this patient, now that you know 

he's altered and now that you know he has potential 

head trauma, how should you proceed with this patient 

based on the training you supposedly had? 

A. Get him to definitive care as fast as 

possible; working downtown, five blocks from the 

hospital, best move. 

Q. And on the way to the hospital, would you do 

any type of examination? 

A. Sure. 

Q. What would you do? 

A. Finish your secondary survey, go through, 

find out what else you can relay on to the doctors. 

Q. So you have a patient with altered mental 

status and he has signs of head trauma and you are 

going to get him to the hospital. Correct? 

A. In my scenario, yes, that would be my goal. 

Q. Okay. And that to you would seem more 

reasonable than staying on the scene and doing a - -  

A. Oh, yeah. 
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Q. - -  follow-up exam? 

A. For sure. 

Q. Get him to definitive care? 

A. That's right. Get him to places where 

there's machines and doctors and people with a lot 

more training than I have. 

Q. And that was only five blocks away? 

A. Maybe. I don't know - -  Good Sam. 

Q. Good Sam? 

A. Google it. I don't know. 

Q. All right. And so were you surprised when 

this patient, whose face looked like this and who was 

in an altered - -  

A. When were these taken, these pictures? 

Q. The next day. 

A. Okay. 

Q. This patient - -  this was taken by the 

coroner - - 

A. Okay. 

Q. - - the next day. 

Were you surprised when this patient who had 

signs of facial trauma and head trauma and who was in 

an altered mental state, according to the chief 

paramedic at your scene, was not taken to the 

hospital? 
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MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead 

and answer. 

THE WITNESS: Not by what I saw on the scene, 

no. This isn't how he looked to me on the scene. I 

was there a couple minutes after it happened, so there 

wasn't swelling, there wasn't - -  SO.. . 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) And you didn't see the 

cyanosis in his hands? 

A. Correct, I did not. 

Q . And could that have been because you were 

standing up and you were to the outside circle of the 

people involved there? 

A. That could be. 

Q. And would an examination, that is, actually 

touching his head and palpating his scalp and seeing 

if there are any lumps, would that help you to 

determine whether he has any bruises, contusions, or 

abrasions? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And was that done in this case? 

A. I'm not aware of that. 

Q. Was there any physical examination done on 

Mr. Chasse? 

A. Not by me. 

Q. BY anyone? 
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A. Not aware of that. 

Q. Did anyone open up his shirt and look at his 

chest? 

A. Not that I saw. 

Q. In this case, had the police come up to you 

and told you that Mr. Chasse had been unconscious for 

3 0  seconds to a minute when they were restraining him 

and on top of him, would that have been significant 

information for you to have? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Would have been - -  if I was in 

charge of the scene, yes, it would have been good. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) And tell me what 

significance that information would have. 

A. Well, it would have established there was a 

reason he went unconscious. Was he running and went 

unconscious because he was running too fast? Was he 

- - has a low sugar? Did he have a seizure? Was it 

from trauma? Those are all things that you would rule 

out, but at the same time I would pass that on to 

someone who has got the proper tools. 

Q . But you recognize in your scenario of going 

down your rule-out list that those are things you want 

to rule out. Right? 

A. That's correct. 
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Q. Okay. 

A. Yeah, I don't - -  

Q. And you did blood sugar. Right? 

A. It was done. 

Q. Yes. And so that came back as showing that 

it was normal. Right? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Okay. Yes? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And so you in your analysis of this, and 

understanding you weren't in charge, but in your 

analysis of this, you want an explanation as to why 

this man stopped breathing. Correct? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Well - -  what's that actually 

mean? 

MR. RICE: It's just legal talk. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. RICE: We worry about things down the 

road and when sometimes we don't agree with the facts 

that maybe a lawyer puts in or the way he asks the 

question. It's nothing that you need to worry about. 

THE WITNESS: All right. 

MR. RICE: Listen to his question and try and 

give it your best answer. 

SCHMITT & LEHMANN, INC. 
( 3 6 0 )  695 -5554  ***  ( 5 0 3 )  2 2 3 - 4 0 4 0  



THE WITNESS: What was the question one more 

time? 

MR. SCHNEIGER: Would you read it back? 

(The Reporter read back the last question.) 

THE WITNESS: Well, I didn't know he was not 

breathing. 

Q. (By Mr. Schneiger) Sure, but had you known - -  

A. This is hypothetical for me? 

Q .  Yes, very good. And had you known that this 

person, Mr. Chasse, if the police had told you what 

they have told us under oath, and that is Mr. Chasse 

stopped breathing, went unconscious for 30 seconds to 

a minute, if you had known that, would you have wanted 

to rule out serious possible causes for that 

unconsciousness? 

MR. RICE: Objection as to form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Of course, but like I said, 

that's transportation to the hospital. 

Q . (By Mr. Schneiger) Sure. 

A. I mean - -  

Q. And what I understand you saying, and correct 

me if I'm wrong, is that you don't need to sit there 

and try to figure it out - -  

A. I don't even know why this guy - -  I mean, 

it's like if I could do something out of these kits we 
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have, which is breathe for him, you know, CPR, clear 

his airway from something, I mean, these are the 

things I can do, and if I can't do them - -  yeah, I go 

on a lot of calls. I mean, I don't - -  I don't know 

why things happen. 

Q. Right. And am I correct in saying that 

you're not going to stay there and puzzle why he went 

unconscious, you're going to get him to the hospital 

so an emergency room doctor can figure it out? 

A. Correct. 

MR. SCHNEIGER: That's it. Thank you. 

MR. RICE: Okay. 

(The deposition concluded at 4:03 p.m.) 
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