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PORTLAND, OREGON; TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2008 

2:11 PM 

* * *  

(DEPOSITION EXHIBIT NO. 225 was marked for 

identification.) 

JOSE E. GONZALEZ 

called as a witness in behalf of the Defendants, 

having first been sworn by the Reporter, 

testifies as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. STEENSON: 

Q. State your full name, for the record, 

please. 

A. It's Jose Gonzalez. 

Q .  And it's sergeant? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Sergeant Gonzalez, my name is Tom Steenson. 

I'm the attorney representing the Chasse family in a 

lawsuit they have filed against the City of Portland 

and a number of individuals and a couple of other 

entities. 

Have you given deposition testimony before? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. Related to your employment with the Portland 

Police Bureau? 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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A. No. 

Q. Let me go through a couple of rules so that 

you and I understand each other. When I ask you a 

question and you answer it, we will all assume that 

you understood it, so it's important for you to ask me 

to clarify anything you do not understand before you 

answer it. Do you understand that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Secondly, your testimony today is under 

oath. It's as important as if you were in a court of 

law. If you give an answer at the time of a trial or 

a hearing in this case that's different than you give 

today, that can be pointed out to the judge and the 

jury. Do you understand that? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Lastly, anything about your physical or 

emotional condition, are you taking prescription 

medication, lack of sleep, anything at all that might 

interfere today with your ability to give me complete 

and truthful answers to my questions? 

A. NO. 

Q. When was your last shift or are you on 

shift? 

A. This is my Monday so I was off the last 

three days. 

Schmitt & Lehrnann, Inc. 
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Q. Okay. When did you first start with the 

Portland Police Bureau? 

A. I started back in January 1 9 9 8 .  

Q. Had you been in law enforcement prior to 

that time? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. When did you start and where? 

A. I worked for the Canby Police Department, 

and I worked there for about two years. 

Q. Any law enforcement experience prior to 

that? 

A. No. 

Q. Was that from roughly ' 9 6  to ' 9 8  when you 

were - -  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Let me use this as an example. If you'll 

try to let me finish my questions before you answer 

and I'll try to let you answer before I ask my next 

question. It makes the court reporter's job a lot 

easier trying to take down what we're saying. 

A. Okay. 

Q. So the Canby job was the two years previous 

to coming to the Portland Police? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And when did you become sergeant? 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 A. Three and a half years ago, approximately 

2  three and a half years. 

3  Q.  Okay. Have you sought promotion since then? 

4  A. Pardon me? 

5  Q.  Have you sought promotion since then? 

6  A. NO. 

7 Q. Okay. I see from your uniform that you are 

8  assigned to the transit police division. Is that 

9  right? 

1 0  A. Yes. 

11 Q. How long have you been assigned to that 

1 2  division? 

13 A. A year and approximately nine months. 

1 4  Q. So sometime starting in 2006? 

15 A. Yes. 

1 6  Q. Must have been - -  

1 7  A. Let's see. Hold on. Yes. 

18 Q. Early 2006? 

19 A. To be - -  it was the 18th of May, somewhere 

2 0  in that neighborhood in May - -  

2 1  Q. Okay. 

22 A. - -  2006. 

23 Q. And did you seek that assignment? 

2  4  A. Yes. 

25 Q. Why did you want to be assigned to the 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 transit police division? 

2  A. ~t was - -  it was an afternoon shift 

assignment and I was presently working night shift at 

north precinct. 

Q. So you preferred the hours? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Any other reason for seeking the 

reassignment? 

A. Initially that was the main reason. 

Q. And how do you like your assignment today? 

Chasse v. Humphreys, et al. 
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A. I like it well. 

Q. What do you like about it? 

A. You're able to go to - -  you have more 

freedom, not constricted to a district. For instance, 

in north precinct you work just north precinct. With 

transit you're able to go to different counties, 

interact with different agencies. 

Q. Have you ever disciplined or counseled 

Officer Christopher Humphreys? 

A. In the police bureau sergeants don't 

discipline officers. 

Q. Have you been involved with the discipline 

or counseling of Officer Humphreys? 

A. Again, we don't discipline. Sergeants don't 

discipline officers in the police bureau. 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 Q. I understand. But have you been involved in 

2  any way, like making a complaint about Officer 

3  Humphreys that led to discipline? 

4  A. NO. 

5  Q. Have you counseled him at all? 

6  A. I have not. 

7 Q. Have you been involved with the discipline 

8  or counseling of Deputy Burton, now Police Officer 

9  Burton? 

1 0  A. Just for the counseling side, no. For 

11 discipline, sergeants don't discipline police officers 

1 2  in the Portland Police Bureau. 

1 3  Q. Have you ever been disciplined? 

1 4  A. NO. 

1 5  Q.  You were working the afternoon shift on 

1 6  September 1 7  of 2 0 0 6 ;  is that right? 

17 A. Yes. 

1 8  Q. Have you reviewed any documents before 

1 9  coming here today to testify? 

2  0  A. I reviewed my report. 

2  1 Q. Anything else? 

22 A. This document here. 

23 Q. Anything else? 

2 4  A. NO. 

25 Q.  By this document here, I've marked this 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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Exhibit 225, is that the report you're referring to? 

A. Let me check. 

Yes. 

Q. Is there anything else you've looked at in 

preparation for your deposition? 

A. There's a report, just partial report, from 

Detective Kearney. I read it once. 

Q. Okay. Anything else in the binder? 

A. There's a CAD printout. 

Q. Can I see the binder so I can look at the 

excerpt from Detective Courtney's report. 

A. (Handing. ) 

(DEPOSITION EXHIBIT NO. 226 was marked for 

identification.) 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) I've marked as Exhibit 226 

a special report prepared by Detective Courtney dated 

September 25 of '06, and I believe that the excerpt 

you referred to is in the exhibit. It's Bates stamped 

at the bottom Chasse 101429. 

A. Let me see, please. 

Q . (Handing. ) 

A. Okay. 

Q. Referring to Exhibit 225, your special 

report, it looks like you wrote that at the time 23:OO 

hours or 11 PM. Is that right? 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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A.  That i s  co r r ec t .  

Q .  Where were you when you wrote the repor t?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. Ei ther  it was a t  the  

o f f i c e  o r  i n  my pa t ro l  ca r .  

Q .  Did someone t e l l  you t o  wri te  the repor t?  

A .  No. It was j u s t  i n  an inves t iga t ion  and I 

j u s t  wrote down what I d id  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q. By the  time you wrote i t ,  d id  you know 

Mr. Chasse had died? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. And d id  you include everything i n  your 

repor t  t h a t  you had seen o r  heard t h a t  n ight  r e l a t ed  

t o  M r .  Chasse? 

A.  Yes. 

Q .  When d id  you f i r s t  l e a rn  - -  a c t u a l l y  l e t  me 

s t r i k e  t h a t .  

Did you work the  n ight  before,  September - -  

t he  s h i f t  would have s t a r t e d  September 16th of 2006, 

do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q .  This - -  excuse me, t he  17th was a  Sunday. 

A. I changed my days o f f .  Probably I would 

have been off t h a t  - -  the  day before.  I t  would have 

been Saturday I would have been o f f .  

Q .  Okay. There 's  been some evidence i n  the  

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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case or some homicide detective interview information 

about an incident that occurred the night before in 

what's called or referred to as the entertainment 

district, either before or after 12 midnight, 

involving perhaps Sergeant Nice, perhaps Officer 

Humphreys, perhaps Deputy Burton now Police Officer 

Burton. Do you know anything about that incident? 

A. NO. 

Q. What first brought your attention to 

Mr. Chasse or something that ultimately involved 

Mr. Chasse on September 17th of 2006? 

A. Sergeant O'Keeffe notified me that the two 

officers - -  at least one of the officers had contacted 

him where they dry stunned using the Taser gun on the 

suspect. And when he notified me that it's just, you 

know - -  officer's required when they use Taser or 

pepper spray to notify a supervisor. They notified 

Sergeant O'Keeffe. And so for us to be on the same 

sheet of music basically is to - -  to know what's going 

on with the officer on the shift, he called me and let 

2 1 me know what's going on. 

22 Q .  Is it also required that you notify an 

2 3 officer on the shift if a hobble is applied? 

24 A. I believe so, yes. 

25 Q. Did Sergeant O'Keeffe tell you that a hobble 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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had been applied to Mr. Chasse? 

A. No. 

Q. Sergeant O'Keeffe is a Gresham Police 

sergeant; correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And he, like you, was assigned, though, to 

the transit police division at the time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you two of equal rank at the time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who, on that shift, did you report to or 

Sergeant OrKeeffe report to? 

A. If it would have been a Sunday, we would be 

both the supervisor on the shift. 

Q. There wouldn't have been a lieutenant or 

someone else that day then? 

A. NO. 

Q. So how did Sergeant O'Keeffe contact you? 

A. Over the phone. 

Q. Nextel? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he tell you anything other than somebody 

was in custody that had been Tasered? 

A. Yes. My recollection, yes, that's about it. 

Q. What else did he tell you? Did he tell you 

Schrnitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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anything else? 

A. No. That the dry stun, the suspect and some 

struggle and the location. And so, if I recall, that 

was about the extent of our conversation. 

Q. Okay. So - -  

A. Just an FYI what was going on. 

Q. And the FYI what was going on included a 

struggle, the use of the Taser, and the N.W. 13th and 

Everett location? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Nothing else you can recall? 

A. No. 

Q. So were you given any information at all 

about why there had been any contact with Mr. Chasse? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you told anything about any other use 

of force besides the Taser? 

A. No. 

Q. You weren't told that he had been taken to 

the ground hard at the end of a foot pursuit? 

A. I have no knowledge of that, no. 

Q. You weren't told that closed fists had been 

used to strike him in the head and other portions? 

A. I haven't been told anything like that, no. 

Q. Okay. Did you hear, prior to getting the 

Schrnitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 phone call from Sergeant OIKeeffe, that Sergeant Nice 

2 had made a code 3 medical call because Mr. Chasse was 

3 thought to be unconscious? 

4 A. Excuse me, are you asking me if Sergeant 

5 OIKeeffe told me that? 

6 Q. NO. 

7 Prior to the phone call from Sergeant 

8 OIKeeffe, had you learned that Sergeant Nice had made 

9 a code 3 call for medical because Mr. Chasse was 

unconscious or believed to be unconscious? 

A. I heard over the radios a code 3 called 

medical to their location and later on was clear, no 

code 3 was needed. That was my understanding. 

Q. When Sergeant O'Keeffe called you, did you 

make the connection with what you've just described 

and what Sergeant O'Keeffe was reporting to you? 

A. Well, when he called me I said okay, and 

then I checked. I wanted to start checking the MDT to 

read more about what was going on on the call. 

Q. So is it then when you learned about the 

code 3 or had you learned of the code 3 before 

Sergeant OfKeeffe called you? 

A. I want to say right before I heard that a 

code 3 for medical was called to this location. 

Q. Okay. 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 A. It didn't alarm me for a medical code 3 

2 call. 

3 Q. Did you learn, from Sergeant O'Keeffe, that 

4 Mr. Chasse had been unconscious for 30 seconds to a 

5 minute? 

6 A. I don't recall him telling me that, no. 

7 Q. Did you learn that Mr. Chasse had stopped 

8 breathing for some period of time? 

9 A. No. 

10 Q. Again, from Sergeant OIKeeffe. 

11 A. No, I don't recall him telling me that. 

12 Q. So did Sergeant OIKeeffe tell you anything 

13 about Mr. Chassels medical condition? 

14 A. I don't remember him telling me other than 

15 he got dry stunned, that officer calling to let him 

16 know that they used the Taser on this individual. 

17 Q. So what did you do when you learned this 

18 from Sergeant OIKeeffe besides maybe look at your MDT? 

19 A. Looked at my MDT and decided to head out to 

2 0 the location where the officers were to - -  just to 

21 learn more about the call and talk to the officers. 

2 2 Q. So where were you when you talked to 

23 Sergeant O'Keeffe by Nextel? 

24 A. I was probably somewhere in the city. I 

25 can't recall exactly where. Out and about. Probably 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 on the east side, if I recall. But I can't pinpoint 

2 where exactly. 

3 Q. Okay. So you started to N.W. 13th? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And what happened? 

6 A. As I approached that location I noticed, 

7 checking the MDTs, that they had been heading to jail, 

8 which is located underneath central precinct building, 

9 justice center. 

10 Q. When you talked to Sergeant O'Keeffe, did he 

11 mention anything about drugs related to Mr. Chasse? 

12 A. I don't recall. 

13 Q. Was alcohol or mental illness, anything like 

14 that, at all mentioned when you talked to Sergeant 

15 0' Keef f e? 

16 A. No, I don't recall talking to him about any 

17 of those issues. 

18 Q. Did you ever learn, that night, that Officer 

19 Humphreys had communicated with Sergeant Nice 

2 0 indicating that he didn't think there were drugs 

2 1 involved or that what he found weren't drugs? 

22 A. Repeat the question, please. 

23 Q. Any time that night, did you learn that 

2 4 Officer Humphreys had told Sergeant Nice, in some way 

25 or another, that he didn't think what he'd found 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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associated with Mr. Chasse was drugs? 

A. No. 

Q. So when you learned that officer - -  well, 

strike that. 

Did you know who was transporting Mr. Chasse 

to jail? 

A. I knew Officer - -  Deputy Burton and 

Humphreys was transporting the suspect to jail. 

Q. And you could tell that from the MDT? 

A. I believe so. 

Q. And so what did you do? 

A. I headed back to - -  to central precinct to 

see if I can talk to any of the officers at the call 

or maybe even Sergeant Nice about the incident. And 

as I pulled into central precinct, just walk into 

central precinct, I observed Deputy Burton was driving 

and Officer Humphreys pulling out of the sallyport at 

the central justice center from the basement. And 

they pulled over next to me and they told me that the 

jail had refused to take the prisoner, they just took 

him, and they were going to head up to the PA 

hospital. 

Q. Why weren't you concerned about Sergeant 

Nice's code 3 medical call? 

A. As far as - -  as far as what? 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 Q. Well, you told - -  I thought you said earlier 

2 it didn't bother you or it didn't concern you that 

3 there had been a code 3 medical call. Is that right? 

4 A. What I - -  to explain, I wasn't concerned 

5 because there was a supervisor at the location. They 

6 called for code 3 medical. Having a supervisor there 

7 I figured they have enough supervision. If something 

8 needed to be done, Sergeant Kyle could take care as 

9 far as a supervisor perspective. 

10 Q .  Okay. And did Sergeant OIKeeffe say 

11 anything to you that gave you cause for concern or 

12 worry about what had happened? 

13 A. I don't recall a specific he telling me 

14 anything like you have mentioned. The fact that I was 

15 new to the transit division, getting to know the 

16 officers, it was my learning perspective to be 

17 familiar with the officers and know what's going on 

18 with - -  with the units so I - -  I get involved in 

19 whatever incident that, you know, come up in the call 

2 0 or during the shift so I can learn what kind of calls 

2 1 we get at the transit police division, how the office 

22 work among all the people, that type of thing. 

23 Q. Did Sergeant O'Keeffe ask you to follow up 

24 and go investigate or find out what had happened? 

25 A. NO. 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 Q .  So you made the decision to go to the jail 

2 to try and talk to Officer Humphreys and - -  excuse me, 

3 Deputy Burton on your own? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And that was just because you were trying to 

6 learn your way around the transit police division? 

7 A. Not necessarily for that. I'm supervisor, 

8 I'm new to unit, and I wanted to know exactly what 

9 occurred, and the best way to learn that is from the 

10 officers who were at the call. 

11 Q. Okay. 

12 A. That's common procedure. I do that - -  at 

13 this point I do the same thing. Not as intense as I 

14 was when I first came into the unit because I'm more 

15 familiar with how the office work, what kind of - -  

16 what type of calls we respond to. But in this 

17 particular incident, because I was new to the unit, I 

18 wanted to be exposed as much as I can to the officers 

19 to see what's going on. 

2 0 Q. So between the time that you learned they 

21 were on their way to the jail and when you saw them 

22 driving out of the sallyport, about how much time was 

2 3 that? 

2 4 A. I can't remember. I mean, I can't give you 

25 an estimate of time 'cause I wasn't that concerned or, 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 you know, when they went to the call, you know, to 

2 when this - -  to when they went to jail. 

3 (2. Before you sort of crossed paths as they 

4 were leaving the sallyport and driving out onto - -  is 

5 it Second Avenue where they drove out onto? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. Before that, had you learned anything about 

8 what had happened in the jail, whether Mr. Chasse had 

9 been refused admittance or anything like that? 

10 A. Before that? 

11 Q. Yes. 

12 A. No, I had no knowledge. 

13 Q. So if there had been any communication over 

14 the radio about Mr. Chasse being taken to Portland 

15 Adventist or being taken to some hospital, you weren't 

16 aware of that until you ran in to them? 

17 A. That is correct. That's when I learned the 

18 first time. 

19 Q. So did they park their police vehicle on 

2 0 Second Avenue? 

2 1 A. Yeah. On the street they parked for a brief 

22 moment. 

23 Q. Just right in front of MCDC? 

24 A. Right - -  well, a little forward. You know, 

2 5 right where you make the entry to the - -  just in front 
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1 of that central precinct door. 

2 Q. Why don't you just draw me just a little 

3 sketch of Second Avenue, the precinct door, sallyport 

4 door, whatever helps locate the situation, and then 

where they parked and where you parked. 

I'm going to make a quick phone call. I'll 

be right back. 

MR. RICE: Sure. 

(Recess: 2 : 3 6  to 2 : 3 9  PM.) 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) The vehicle youlve drawn, 

is that Officer Humphreys' and Deputy Burton's 

vehicle? 

A. That's the police car. 

Q. Okay. And where is your car parked when 

you're talking to them or however that happened? 

A. I parked in the parking lot over here if I 

recall. There's a parking structure. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Well, it used to be. It's not anymore. 

Q. All right. So you were walking across the 

street when you saw them pull out? 

A. I was walking on the sidewalk about to 

prepare to enter - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. - -  central precinct. 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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Q. So where did you stand when you talked to 

them, to the officers about what was going on? 

A. Right here. 

Q. All right. So did they get out of their 

car? 

A. Deputy Burton exited the car, faced me, told 

me they had to go to jail, they refused him to take 

him to jail, but somebody there, I think it was a 

medical personnel, look in the back of the car. I 

said okay, I said I'll follow you there. 

Q. And Officer Humphreys was in the 

passenger - -  front passenger seat? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what did you see in the back seat? 

A. I see Mr. Chasse sitting toward the 

passenger side of the vehicle. 

Q. He's sitting up? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Straight? 

A. Yeah, leaning his head - -  he's handcuffed, 

his head was leaning towards the door, of the back 

passenger side door, and sitting up, yes. 

Q. And was he quiet, was he making noise, was 

he saying something? 

A. He was - -  the only - -  the thing I noticed, 
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he was breathing pretty hard. 

Q. How long were you standing there observing 

him? 

A. I observe him approximately - -  the whole 

entire incident between my conversation with the 

deputy/officer and seeing the sus - -  Mr. Chasse was 

probably combined no more than two minutes. 

Q. Okay. When Officer Burton got out, did he 

leave the door open, the driver's door, do you recall? 

A. I don't recall. It's possible, but I don't 

recall. I don't remember. 

Q. Were any of the windows rolled down in the 

car that you can recall? 

A. Well, I know the windows were rolled down in 

the back of the - -  the police car on - -  you know, on 

the driver's side and on the - -  if I recall, the 

passenger side on the - -  where the prisoner is going. 

Q. So the window on the rear passenger side was 

rolled down as well? 

A. Well, they roll down. They only roll about 

this much. It's maybe four inches. 

Q. All right. 

A. That's the most it can roll down. 

2 4 Q. Okay. And I may have lost track of my 

25  question in your answer, but did you hear Mr. Chasse 
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1 say anything, make any noise at all in those two 

2 minutes? 

3 A. He - -  the only thing I noticed, he was 

4 breathing hard as somebody that had been fighting or 

5 agitated, you know, really like trying to catch his 

6 breath, like somebody just run two blocks full speed 

7 and you're like trying to catch your breath. 

8 Q. Did - -  could you hear him panting? 

9 A. No. 

10 Q .  Did you hear him gasping? 

11 A. I did not. 

12 Q. Could you hear any sounds of air going in or 

13 out of his body at all? 

14 A. Again, I heard like somebody breathing hard 

15 like he just went for a run a block or two, when you 

16 need to catch your breath. He had a hood on his head, 

17 spit hood they call it, at the jail. 

18 Q. When you say he was breathing hard, are you 

19 talking about how deep he was breathing or how fast he 

2 0 was breathing or both? 

2 1 A. The only way I can explain it is somebody 

22 takes a run two blocks. Happens to me all the time, I 

23 run for two blocks hard or a block if I run really 

2 4 hard, and then I just trying to breath, like trying to 

25 catch my breath. That's the way I observe it. That's 
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the way I can describe it to you. 

Q. So when he's sitting there and his head 

is - -  his head's leaning up against the window of the 

car? 

A. Yeah. His whole side was leaning towards 

the door and his head sitting up. 

Q. Okay. And is his face towards the front of 

the - -  

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  car? 

A. His face facing the - -  the back of the 

passenger - -  passenger side and - -  but leaning. 

There's some bars on the door to prevent prisoner from 

escaping. His whole head look up here. At least he 

was leaning with his shoulder, leaning towards the 

passenger, back passenger door. 

Q. Okay. And if you're sitting in the 

driver's - -  strike that. 

If you're sitting in the passenger front 

seat, can you see to Mr. - -  can you see Mr. Chasse 

where hers sitting? If you were sitting up there in 

the front seat, could you see him? 

A. You could see if you turn around or you turn 

this way because he was leaning to this side. If I 

were to see there I can sometimes peripheral vision. 
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If you turn you got a space in between the seat, the 

front seat, and the passenger side. The same way 

with - -  on the driver's side. If you were to look you 

can see somebody's back there. Or if you can turn 

around in the seat you can turn and look. And we do 

all the time, especially when we got prisoner in the 

back. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Chasse had shoes on 

at that time? 

A. I don't remember seeing that. 

Q. Could you see his hands in terms of skin 

color? 

A. No. 'Cause he was sitting up and his hands 

are behind him in this little cut-in in the back seat 

of the police car where people able to be more 

comfortable - -  I guess more comfortable so they can 

sit up and fit in the seat. So I wouldn't be able to 

see his hands, no. 

Q. There's sort of a - -  it's sort of concave 

where the handcuffs or the hands can sort of rest 

behind the back? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay. Could you see his neck or his face in 

terms of skin color? 

A. No. I could see his face, the shadow of his 
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face, through the mask. I'm going to turn this off, 

I'm sorry, I apologize. 

I apologize. I never turn it off so - -  

there we go, it's off. 

Q. Not a problem. 

A. What was your question again? 

Q .  I was trying to find out what you could see, 

if anything, of his face and his neck. 

A. I can see his face, just the shadow of the 

face, between the screen of the mask or the - -  the 

hood that he had on top of his head. I can see his 

eyes blinking so, you know, know his eyes were open 

and blinking. I can see his mouth as he was trying to 

breath closing and opening occasionally, you know. 

Like the few moments that I saw I could observe that. 

I was unable to see changing any colors of skin or 

anything like that. No, I wasn't able to. 

Q. Okay. Did you see blood on the spit sock? 

A. I did. I see a little bit of blood. 

Q. Where was that located? 

A. It looked like it was in the spit hood. Not 

a whole lot of blood, but like, you know, somebody 

spit blood or just a splatter, a little bit of blood 

in the hood. 

Q. Did you see - -  well, strike that. 
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Did you have to lean over to see what you're 

describing to me or are you just standing on the 

sidewalk? 

A. I had to look into - -  it was daylight and 

sometimes when the car is a little darker if you got 

the outside with the light, you know, it blurs your 

vision I guess the light, so yeah, leaned close to the 

window and I looked. This is the window, I'm about 

maybe four inches from the window and the bars in the 

car, and I looked and I said okay. 

Q. Did you look at the seats or the back of the 

front seats or the passenger side door to see whether 

there was any blood? 

A. I don't remember seeing any other blood 

other than what I described that was noticeable in the 

hood of the - -  the spit hood of the bag. And I think 

that's where my focus was initially, just looking at 

his head, looking at his face. 

Q. So did Officer Humphreys talk at all or was 

2 0 it all Deputy Burton who was doing the talking? 

2 1 A. I recall probably he mentioned something, 

22 say we got to go to the hospital, and I said okay. 

23 And - -  

2 4 Q. Who said that? 

25 A. Officer Humphrey. 
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Q. Okay. 

A. And then Deputy Burton said he's fine with 

the cards and they won't take him in so we're going to 

take him to the - -  to the hospital. 

Q. Did they say where they were going? 

A. To PA, which is common procedure for 

prisoners when we have somebody in custody to take it 

to. 

Q. When they came out of the sallyport, were 

they going code 3 with lights and siren? 

A. No. 

Q. When they drove away, were they code 3 with 

lights and siren? 

A. I don't remember seeing that. I don't 

recall that, no. 

Q. In your report at the bottom of the first 

page it says both officers told me that. So were both 

of them telling you or talking to you about 

Mr. Chasse? 

A. At one time it's like deputy tells me that 

he was fighting with the car and Officer Humphrey kind 

of confirmed the same thing. Telling me both, not at 

the same time, but one told me, yeah, he was fighting 

when we took him to jail, and Officer Humphrey affirm 

basically. Or vice versa, I can't remember which one 
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confirming that, yeah, he was fighting, he was 

agitated, you know, down in the jail. And basically I 

believe Officer Burton's the one who told me that 

medical personnel refused to take him to jail. Or 

some personnel in charge in the jail. 

Q. In your report it says both officers told me 

that SB - -  

SB means subject; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  was very - -  and I can't tell whether you 

scratched something out, there's a space there between 

very and agitated. Do you see that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q .  What's missing, do you know? 

A. Probably a misspelled word or - -  I can't 

remember. I do it all the time. 

Q. Okay. So did either of the officers 

volunteer anything about what had happened on the 

street with Mr. Chasse in terms of why they had 

stopped him? 

A. NO. 

Q. Did they say anything about the type of 

force they had used? In other words, the type of 

takedown, fists they'd used, forearms they'd used, any 

force they'd used at all, did they talk to you about 
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that? 

A. No, they did not. 

Q. Did they tell you anything about 

Mr. Chasse's medical condition on the street such as 

not breathing, being unconscious, anything like that? 

A. No. 

Q. Did they tell you that Mr. Chasse wasn't 

alert on the street, in other words, he didn't answer 

questions, he was incoherent, that sort of thing? 

A. I don't recall any of that. I would say no, 

no. 

Q. Did either of them tell you that Mr. Chasse 

had stopped breathing or at least looked to have 

stopped breathing in the jail? 

MR. RICE: Object to the form. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: H-m-m? 

MR. RICE: Go ahead and answer the question. 

THE WITNESS: I don't - -  I don't recall them 

mentioning that, no. 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Okay. 

A. I learn it later on, but I'm trying to - -  to 

frame my thoughts. 

Q. Sure. 

A. I don1 t remember, no. 

Q. Did they say anything to you to suggest that 
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1 Mr. Chasse had had problems breathing up until what - -  

the time that you observed him trying to catch his 

breath? 

A. No, I don ' t remember that. 

Q. Were you concerned when you saw Mr. Chasse 

sitting there with the blood on the spit sock and he 

was having trouble breathing and you learned that the 

jail wouldn't take him? 

A. No, I was not. And the jail refuse prisoner 

all the time, especially they got little cuts, they're 

bleeding. Oftentimes they just have the officers 

transport them to the PA to either get the stitches or 

make sure they stop bleeding. And so my - -  at the 

time the way I was thinking, I thought he had some 

cuts, he's probably agitated and needed to be just 

stitched - -  you know, get some stitch or something to 

that - -  to that nature. I wasn't thinking anything 

other than that. 

Q. You didn't think it was a big deal then? 

A. Pardon me? 

Q. You didn't think what was going on was a big 

deal? 

A. No. I was thinking that it was - -  it was 

the necessary transport to the jail - -  to the hospital 

because the jail wouldn't take him for some type of 
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injuries. 

Q. Did they tell you how long it had been since 

a nurse had seen Mr. Chasse in the jail? 

A. Who told me? 

Q. Did they tell you how long it had been since 

a nurse had seen Mr. Chasse in the jail when you were 

standing there watching Mr. Chasse having trouble 

breathing? 

A. No. 

Q. Was there any discussion with him - -  strike 

that. 

Was there any discussion with either Officer 

Humphreys or Deputy Burton or both about whether they 

ought to go to the closest hospital code 3?  

A. No. There - -  discussion with me? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No. There was a discussion of taking to the 

PA hospital to be treated like we always do for 

prisoners that needs to be transported. 

Q. And you've done that before? 

A. Yes. 

Q. From downtown? 

A. From different precincts I have done it 

be£ ore. 

Q. Well, you agree that if you leave from 
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1 downtown to Portland Adventist and you don't go code 

2 3, assuming there's no traffic problems, it's going to 

3 take you about 20 minutes? 

4 A. It could take that long, yes. 

5 Q. That didn't concern you in this case? 

6 A. It didn't concern me because at the time I 

7 did not see Mr. Chasse, at lease from my observation, 

8 having anything significant that would have concerned 

9 me as far as somebody needing medical code 3. Had it 

10 been a concern to me I would have called for medical 

11 code 3 to the location. 

12 Q. If one of the two of them, either Officer 

13 Humphreys or Deputy Burton, had said this is the third 

14 time that we know about that he's either been 

15 unconscious or having trouble breathing, what would 

16 you have done, based upon your training and 

17 experience? 

18 A. The scenario, 20/20 - -  hindsight's 20/20, 

19 probably would have called medical to come and assist 

2 o based on all that information having the knowledge now 

2 1 that we have about Mr. Chasse. But no, wouldn't - -  

22  oftentimes I have called for medical code 3, people 

2 3 faking that they're having a seizure, have medical 

2 4 respond, fire says just faking it, and have them 

25 transport anyways. Sometimes I've done that before. 
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1 Q .  Do you agree that the Portland Police Bureau 

2 has a number of directives/policy statements on 

3 providing care to prisoners in your custody? 

4 A. We provide - -  yes. 

5 Q. And that's a responsibility that a Portland 

6 Police officer has is to make sure that prisoners, 

7 people in their custody, get adequate medical care; 

8 correct? 

9 A. We - -  yes, we provide medical - -  we don't 

10 provide. We call for medical. 

11 Q .  All I'm asking you to do is not tell me what 

12 you would have done knowing that he died. I just want 

13 you to tell me what you would have done based upon 

14 your experience, based upon those police directives, 

15 those policy statements. If either Officer Burton - -  

16 excuse me, either Officer Humphrey~ or Deputy Burton 

17 had told you that, when you saw him having trouble 

18 breathing, this was the third time, at least the third 

19 time that he was either having trouble breathing or 

2 0 had been unconscious, what would you have done? 

21 MR. RICE: Object to form of the question. 

22 THE WITNESS: Well - -  

2 3 MR. RICE: Go ahead and answer now. 

2 4 THE WITNESS: - -  I didn't see him having 

25 trouble breathing. What I said, he was breathing hard 
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1 as somebody was running. And I didn't notice anything 

2 that would concern me of somebody having trouble 

3 breathing, at least what my observations were. 

4 Q. (By Mr. Steenson) So you thought it was 

5 just - -  just normal for Mr. Chasse to be sitting there 

6 with a spit sock on his head with blood coming out of 

7 his mouth or at least in that area, the nurses not 

8 taking him in the jail, and him having trouble 

9 catching his breath? You thought all that was just 

10 normal? 

11 A. I didn't say it was normal. What I said was 

12 I saw Mr. Chasse breathing as if he was running around 

13 a block, had a hood on his head. I haven't seen a 

14 hood on a head on somebody before so it was new to me. 

15 That he was spitting and the jail put the hood on his 

16 head. I saw that it was small splatters of blood, not 

17 a lot of blood, on the hood, but nothing that would 

18 have concerned me like somebody bleeding quite a bit 

19 or anything like that. 

2 0 Q. Did you talk to either Officer Humphreys or 

2 1 Deputy Burton about why the spit hood was on his head? 

22 A. I think it probably was mentioned he was 

23 spitting and the spitting hood on his head, but - -  if 

2 4 I recall. 

25 Q. That's not in your report, is it? 
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A. Pardon me? 

Q. That's not in your report, is it, about 

Mr. Chasse spitting? 

A. I didn't see it, spitting. 

Q. Well, did Officer Humphreys or Deputy Burton 

tell you that Mr. Chasse had been spitting? 

A. I think I remember they maybe mentioned 

something that's what they put it, but that's why the 

hood was put on his head. 

Q. Did you put that in your report? 

A. No. 

Q. Why not? 

A. The reports are usually for - -  they refer to 

refresh memory. It's a summary of the incidents that 

occurred, the most important incidents that occurred 

at that time. 

Q. What other information then, if any, did you 

leave out of your report that you learned from either 

Officer Humphreys or Deputy Burton? 

A. As far as what I told you is what I recall 

every question you have asked me based on my report 

and my recollection. 

Q. Okay. Based upon your training and the 

Portland Police Bureau directives, as of September 

17th of 2006, do you believe you had an obligation to 
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1 tell emergency medical personnel about the type of 

2 force you had used on - -  on a prisoner of yours? 

3 A. Can you rephrase that question one more 

time? 

Q. As of September 17, 2006, based upon your 

training and the Portland Police Bureau directives, 

their policy statements, do you believe you had an 

obligation to tell emergency medical personnel about 

the type of force you had used on a prisoner in your 

custody? 

A. Based on our directives - -  

Q. At that time. 

A. We oftentimes, most time would tell medical 

personnel when they arrive the circumstances what this 

person was injured so they have the best knowledge 

about the potential injuries this person may have or 

may not have. And as far as I know, probably 100 

percent of the officers, when medical personnel 

arrives, tell medical personnel - -  when medical 

personnel arrives to tell them what happened, how this 

person got injured, what the problem what occur so 

pers - -  medical personnel have an idea what to - -  how 

to treat this individual, what the potential injuries 

were. 

Q. Let me ask the question again. Based upon 
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1 your training and the Portland Police directives and 

2 policy statements, as of September 17, 2006, did an 

3 officer have an obligation to tell emergency medical 

4 personnel of the type of force that had been used on 

5 the person who was in their custody? 

6 A. Would tell them what their - -  the injuries 

7 occurred to that individual. If we used force we tell 

8 the supervisor, if the - -  it's an officer - -  the 

9 officer will tell the supervisor what kind of force he 

10 used, use a baton or pepper spray or Taser, and - -  and 

11 will tell medical personnel, based on the request, 

12 what kind of injuries this person has and why he has 

13 it. For instance, hit it with a baton on the - -  on 

14 the legs, he's complaining his leg's broken, at least 

15 medical personnel will have an idea what occurred. 

16 Q. Let me ask the question again. Based upon 

17 your experience and the Portland Police Bureau 

18 directives and their policy statements, as of 

19 September 17 of 2006, did an officer have an 

2 0 obligation to tell emergency medical personnel about 

21 the type of force that had been used in a person in 

2 2  their custody? I think it's a yes or no question. 

23 A. Okay, yes. 

Q. All right. 

(Discussion off the record. ) 
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1 Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Based upon your training 

2 and the Portland Police Bureau directives and policy 

3 statements, as of September 17 of 2006, did a police 

4 officer have an obligation to tell emergency medical 

5 personnel about their observations of significant 

6 medical problems that someone in their custody was 

7 having, for example, being unconscious for some period 

8 of time? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. Did you learn, at some point, that neither 

11 Sergeant Nice nor Officer Humphreys nor Deputy Burton 

12 told the emergency medical personnel at N.W. 13th 

13 about the type of force they'd used? 

14 MR. RICE: Object to the form of the 

15 question. Go ahead and answer it. 

16 THE WITNESS: No. 

17 Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Okay. Did you learn, at 

18 some point, as an example, that Officer Humphreys 

19 thought that Mr. Chasse had been unconscious for 30 

2 0 seconds to a minute at N.W. 13th and that he didn't 

2 1 tell the emergency medical personnel that? Did you 

22 learn that? 

23 A. NO. 

2 4 Q. Okay. Did you learn, at some point, that 

25 Officer Humphreys, after seeing Mr. Chasse in the jail 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
(360) 695-5554 * *  (503) 223-4040 



Jose E. Gonzalez, 3/4/2008 Chasse v. Humphreys, et al. 

41 

not breathing or looking like he wasn't breathing and 

having seen Mr. Chasse unconscious for 30 seconds to a 

minute on the street, that he didn't tell the nurses 

in the jail that? Did you ever learn of that? 

MR. RICE: Object to the form of the 

question. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: I have no way to know what 

occurred at the jail so I had no knowledge that that 

occurred at that time, so no, I have never learned - -  

knew anything like that happened. 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Okay. Your report 

actually says that Mr. Chasse was breathing very 

rapidly. Is that a correct statement? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Your report doesn't say that he was 

blinking, does it? 

A. No. 

Q. And if you were at the side of the car and 

he was leaning against the window of the car and he 

was looking forward, how could you see his right eye 

blinking? 

A. You're talking about right eye. 

Q. Well, could you see his right eye from where 

you were standing? 

A. I saw his eyes. He's leaning this way, see 
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his face, at least one eye blinking. 

Q. Okay. 

A. His mouth. I never said anything about 

right eye, did I? 

Q. Did you ever make an attempt to talk to 

Mr. Chasse to see how he was doing? 

A. I don't recall that I did. I just told him 

just head off to the hospital. 

Q. So did - -  so did you tell Deputy Burton and 

Officer Humphreys to head to the hospital? 

A. Yeah. Basically we have to go to the 

hospital, I said okay, that's fine, I'll meet you over 

there. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Had no purpose to staying there observing 

Mr. Chasse, just get up to the hospital and get it 

taken care of. 

Q. Your report says that you followed them a 

short time later to the hospital. When did you leave 

for the hospital? 

A. Almost right away, but I have to go across 

the street, traffic, wait for the light, get into my 

patrol car, and I begin to - -  you know, heading to the 

location to the hospital. 

Q. Okay. So after they drove away I'm assuming 
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what you've just told me means you lost sight of them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you ever see their car again between 

Second Avenue where they left and where you saw their 

car parked on N.E. 33rd and Clackamas? 

A. Last time I saw him was at Second - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. - -  and Main, and then the next time was 

after the incident occurred. 

Q. Did you talk to either of them about what 

happened between the time they left and when they 

pulled off the freeway? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know what happened? 

A. Oh, what do you mean? Can you rephrase that 

question? 

Q. Did you talk to either Deputy Burton or 

Officer Humphreys about what happened after they left 

you on S.W. Second and when they pulled off the 

freeway? 

A. No, I don't have no - -  I had no conversation 

after they left from Second Avenue that particular 

day. That's the last time I talked to them about it. 

Q. Have you ever talked to either of those two 

officers about anything that happened to Mr. Chasse 
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1 other than when you were on the street at S.W. Second 

2 outside the jail? 

3 A. NO. 

4 Q. Did you ever talk to Sergeant Nice about 

5 anything related to Mr. Chasse? 

6 A. I have not. 

7 Q. Have you talked to Sergeant OIKeeffe again, 

8 again meaning you had the Nextel conversation with him 

9 where you've told me about, other than that 

10 conversation, have you talked to Sergeant OIKeeffe at 

11 all about Mr. Chasse? 

12 A. I believe we had a conversation at the crime 

13 scene, basically notifying - -  or that he notified our 

14 lieutenant and our commander. And if I remember, that 

15 was the focus of the conversation, that he notify the 

16 chain of command so they knew what was going on. 

17 Q. Did you ever learn that Mr. Chasse went limp 

18 or had some problem that Officer Humphreys recognized 

19 just as they got onto the freeway? 

2 0 A. No, I did not. 

2 1 Q. Did you ever learn that there was a three- 

22 or four-minute delay from the time that Officer 

23 Humphreys saw Mr. Chasse have another problem and when 

24 he called code 3 at N.E. 33rd and Clackamas? 

25 A. I have no knowledge what was going on on 
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that particular incident so I have no idea that 

occurred. 

Q. So what time was it when you had the 

conversation with Officer Humphreys and Deputy Burton 

on the street at S.W. Second? Do you remember what 

time it was? 

A. I can't remember. 

Q. Do you have the CAD printout there with you? 

Can you tell from that? 

A. It probably was between the time 17:55 which 

is 5:55 PM and 18:23 which would be 6:23 PM. Let's 

see. Hold on, stand by for a second, make sure. 

Yeah, that would have been the approximate 

time . 
Q. So assuming that the entry indicating that 

Officer Humphreys and Deputy Burton are leaving for 

Portland Adventist which is 18:23:03, it would have 

been in that time frame; is that right? 

A. Yeah. I would say 18:23 to 18 - -  I don't 

know how long it took them when they mentioned this. 

I don't know if they did that at the jail, at the 

sallyport, or if they did that as they were coming 

out. So my best estimation would be 18:24 - -  between 

18:24 and 18:25. 

Q. Okay. 
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A. Or 18 :30  I would say, 1 8 : 2 9 .  

Q. So at 1 8 : 2 4 : 2 2  were you back in your car so 

that you could get that radio call where it says 

please let Portland Adventist security know they have 

a fighter coming in? Did you hear that? 

A. No, I didn't hear that. I was on a 

different net. 

Q. All right. 

A. And probably that's why I never heard it. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I knew the PA hospital is in east precinct 

so I put my radio at the east precinct net, and I had 

my pack set with the central precinct if that make any 

sense. And with this secure it was southeast precinct 

net I'm assuming, but I never heard on the radio. 

Q. So when you were talking to Officer 

Humphreys and Deputy Burton on the street, did they 

tell you why Mr. Chasse was in custody? 

A. No, and I don't remember having that 

discussion. 

Q. Did they tell you whether it was because of 

an outstanding warrant, criminal charges, anything at 

all? 

A. No. 

Q. Did they talk about drugs at all? 
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A. We had no discussion about the charges other 

than we needed to transport him to the PA hospital and 

the jail wouldn't take him. 

Q. Would you look at Exhibit 226, please. It's 

the detective's report. And specifically page Bates 

stamped 101429 that has a reference to you in the 

third paragraph. Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So it looks like, from what it says, you 

told Detective Courtney that you went out to N.E. 33rd 

to assist and while you were out there Officer 

Humphreys gave you some paperwork. Correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So what were you doing when you got out 

there? Investigating? Tell me what you were doing. 

A. I got there, got information that - -  you 

know, that Officer - -  they had problems with 

Mr. Chasse at this location and to make sure my - -  the 

officers were okay and what was going - -  and, you 

know, to find out what was going on at the location. 

When I arrived there was all the sergeants at the 

location. And just assist. At that point learned 

that Chasse was - -  probably had passed so we helped 

out to secure a potential crime scene at the location. 

Q. And why do call it a crime scene? 
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1 A. Anything that is related to police 

investigation we call it our crime scene until it's 

determined otherwise. Could be an accident, could be 

anything. 

Q. And so what else did you do? Anything else? 

A. Helped set up some tape around the - -  the 

perimeter to have big enough perimeter. That's what 

we're trained to do. Around the vehicles that were 

involved - -  or the vehicle that was involved. And at 

that point I asked I think each of the officers if 

they were okay, you know. And at that time I believe 

Officer Humphrey handed me a custody - -  a blue sheet 

we call it. It was a custody report. 

Q. Okay. So did you - -  did he tell you what it 

was? 

A. He handed me that paperwork. It was for the 

custody of Chasse. And I hang on to it and waited 

until detectives arrived and provided that as part of 

the exchange that we have - -  that exchange that I had 

with Officer Humphreys. 

Q. Well, were you talking to him about what had 

happened or why he was in custody and that sort of - -  

A. No. 

Q. So he just handed it to you and that was it? 

A. Handed me this piece of paper for Chasse. 
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1 That's about the amount of conversation we had. He 

2 had assigned officer. Common procedure when we're 

doing - -  especially in a death, investigation when a 

prisoner dies under the custody of the police bureau, 

officer assigned to that - -  to that officer and have 

no conversation, anything related to the investigation 

until detectives arrive and do their investigation. 

Q. So is this a front and back report that you 

refer to as a blue page or is it two pages? 

A. It's just a front - -  well, it's a back - -  I 

believe the blue sheet original has the front printed 

and the back and one page. If you get an original 

blue sheet you'll find that the front is where you put 

the name and the charges, and the back is - -  you write 

names if they got associates, and it has a small 

piece, half a page, where you can start your narrative 

on it. 

Q. Okay. And so typically do you put some 

narrative on the custody report to go along with the 

charges that are listed? 

A. We usually do after you - -  usually when you 

book the individual, then you either take some time to 

write reports, go back to the office at the precinct, 

officer sometimes do it in the car after they've 

booked their suspects. 
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1 Q .  So when they book their suspects, do they 

2 give them a custody report? 

3 A. They make a photocopy of the face sheet, 

4 they call it the face sheet. Basically it's the 

5 name - -  the name of the individual if they can get a 

6 name, the address of the individual if they can get an 

7 address, phone numbers, things that they can get at 

8 that particular time, and more - -  and the charges 

9 they're going to charge the individual. 

10 Q. And so then on the actual form that they 

11 keep they later would complete the narrative if they 

12 were going to - -  

13 A. They keep the original blue sheet. 

14 Basically if I were to take you to jail I would have 

1.5 my blue sheet with your name on it, your address if I 

16 can get it, the charges. I would take the blue sheet 

17 and make photocopies if I'm at the precinct or some 

18 type of police facility or I just take the original 

19 blue sheet of the custody report, take it to jail. 

2 0 And in jail we make I believe six or whatever copies 

2 1 that are needed and the jail keeps a copy and take the 

2 2 custody of the prisoner and you leave with your 

23 custody original report and you later on will finish 

2 4 either perhaps later on that day or during the shift. 

2 5 Q .  Okay. 
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(DEPOSITION EXHIBIT NO. 227 was marked for 

identification.) 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) I've marked as Exhibit 227  

a custody report that in the name of person in custody 

box has James Philip Chasse, Junior. Have you seen - -  

I realize this is not in a blue sheet form, but have 

you seen this - -  or the original of this, or do you 

recall? 

A. I recall having a custody report with 

Chasse's name on it. 

Q. Can you tell me whether this is the one or 

not that you received? 

A. I believe it is, yes. 

Q. So did you look at it that night when you 

got it? 

A. Yeah, I looked at it and - -  

Q. And then what did you do with it? 

A. Maintained it with me until I released it to 

detectives. 

Q. Okay. And do you see on the form where it 

says other ID and there's a number listed? Do you see 

that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you have understood that to mean that 

that was his Oregon ID number? 
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Q. Okay. And do you know why, if - -  if Officer 

Humphreys had Mr. Chasse's Oregon ID card with that 

number and an address, he would have written transient 

in the home address box? 

A. Well, I don't know how - -  whether Officer 

Humphrey obtained the ID card from Mr. Chasse or got 

this information from the printout when he probably 

run Mr. Chasse in his computer. 

Q. Well, I want you to assume that he got 

Mr. Chasse's Oregon ID card - -  

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  with a number on it, with an address on 

it, and instead of writing the address in that box he 

wrote in transient. Is there any reason, based upon 

your training and police bureau directives and 

policies, why an officer would write in transient 

under those circumstances? 

MR. RICE: Object to the form of the 

question. Go ahead and answer. 

THE WITNESS: There could be many reasons. 

Oftentimes we try to verify with the suspect where 

that person's actually staying. In my experience, a 

lot of people don't keep their updated address with 

their driver's license or ID, so we try to verify what 
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1 the correct and/or current address is in order to keep 

2 updated records when it's not the right record, so - -  

3 Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Any other reasons? 

4 A. That's probably one of the reasons for - -  

5 Q. Well, what if Mr. Chasse couldn't talk or 

6 wasn't coherent, would you just assume that somebody 

7 like that had an Oregon ID card with a bad address? 

8 A. We tend to verify - -  I wasn't there so I 

9 don't know exactly what happened, whether Mr. Chasse 

10 was able or refused to tell them his address. 

11 Q. What's the Portland Police data system? 

12 A. It's a data base that keeps records of 

13 individuals that have some contact with the police 

14 either by being a victim and complaining, a suspect, 

15 keep the data of their complaints, type of complaints. 

16 If he's a suspect it keeps data about their physical, 

17 try to update their address the best I can, and any 

18 significant tattoos, anything like that for suspects. 

19 For victims type of crimes the victim was alleged or 

2 0 happened to be a victim of. 

2 1 Q. And that may provide addresses; correct? 

2 2 A. Sometimes they do. 

2 3 Q. Did Officer Humphreys tell you when or 

24 where - -  strike that. 

2 5 Did he tell you when he completed this 
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custody report? 

A. I had no conversation with Officer Humphrey 

other than the brief encounter that we had at - -  in 

front of the central precinct and when he gave me that 

custody report. 

Q. Isn't it a little unusual that the officer 

hasn't signed the custody report or dated it, put his 

DPSST number on it? 

A. Well, it would be when the report's finished 

you would sign it or put your DPSST number, the 

precinct you work for for the original. The copy for 

the jail if you got the name - -  name and DPSST number. 

But mainly what they want at the jail is the photocopy 

of the face sheet with the information from the 

suspect and the charges. 

Q. So you're telling me that you would give the 

face sheet to the jail with the name of the subject 

and the charges without reporting that you were the 

arresting officer and giving the DPSST number? 

A. No. I'm saying to you that on the custody 

sheet, the original report, you would have your name 

when you turn in the report in. And I would check for 

that when I'm correcting the reports. 

Q. Are you aware that - -  that Officer Humphreys 

tried to give this custody report, as completed, to 
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the jail people? 

MR. RICE: Object to the form of the 

question. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: I have no knowledge that he 

tried to do that at the time because I don't know what 

occurred inside the jail. I was not there. 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Well, don't you agree, if 

he was trying to give the custody report to one of the 

corrections deputies as part of the booking without 

having signed it, that would be a little unusual? 

A. I'm not saying that it's unusual. It could 

happen with the - -  you know, with the - -  I don't know 

what happened in there. It could be a small mistake 

he forgot to put his name on it. It's not unusual to 

do that. 

Q. Have you ever reported another officer for 

purposes of being investigated for possible 

misconduct? 

A. I have not. 

Q. So in your almost ten years now with the 

bureau you've never seen or heard anything that you 

thought deserved to be reported in terms of potential 

officer misconduct? 

A .  I have not seen, observed. If I do, I would 

report it. 
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Q. Would it - -  Officer Humphreys give you 

anything else when you were at N.E. 33rd that he 

didn't talk to you about? 

A. I don't remember seeing anything else. 

Q. Well, look at the detectives' homicide 

report and see whether that refreshes your 

recollection. 

A. Okay. 

Q. So did you receive something else from 

Officer Humphreys at that time or not? 

A. I believe I did. 

Q. What else did you receive? 

A. Contact report. To refresh my recollection 

here was an emergency medical service information form 

in the name of John Doe that was signed with an 

unknown signature. 

Q. And what did you do with that? 

A. Everything that was given to me by Officer 

Humphrey, I gave it to the detective at the time. 

Q. And had you ever seen a form like that 

before? 

A. I can't say that I have, no. 

Q. Have you ever signed a form like that 

before? 

A. Myself? 
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Q. Yeah. 

A. No, I haven't. 

Q. Had you ever seen an officer sign a form 

like that before? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q. Had you ever heard of emergency medical 

personnel asking or giving such a form to an officer 

to sign? 

A. It hasn't occurred to me, but I haven't seen 

it done to others so I wouldn't know. No, I don't 

think so. 

Q. Well, did you look at the form when you got 

it? 

A. I seen the forms, I seen the report, held it 

with me, and gave it to the - -  to the detectives. 

Q. Have you talked to anyone about the form? 

A. No. 

Q. Did Officer Humphreys tell you he was asked 

to sign the form or told to sign the form? 

A. I had no conversation with Officer Humphreys 

other than what I just told you. 

Q. Do you recall whether or not Exhibit 36 is a 

copy of the form that Officer Humphreys gave you? 

A. I don't remember, but I believe it is. 

Q. Did Officer Humphreys give you a plastic bag 
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that either said evidence on it or maybe it was even 

unmarked? 

A. No. 

Q ,  So Officer Humphreys didn't give you either 

a bag marked evidence or unmarked with any kind of 

white substance in it? 

A. No. 

Q. Did Officer Humphreys do anything to suggest 

that he had drugs in the patrol car that he claimed to 

have gotten either from Mr. Chasse or associated with 

Mr. Chasse? 

A. I had no conversation with Officer Humphrey. 

He never mentioned anything to me to that respect what 

you're asking me, and I have no idea that that was the 

case. 

Q. Okay. Did you go back - -  strike that. 

Did you ever go out to N.W. 13th to look at 

where Mr. Chasse had been taken to the ground, either 

just because you were curious or as part of any 

investigation? 

A. I have driven by the location on my - -  when 

I'm in downtown several times. 

Q. But other than just driving by, have you 

gone out there, stopped, got out - -  

A. No. 
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Q. - -  looked around? 

A. I have not. 

Q. Have you investigated at all? 

A. I have not. 

Q. There's some suggestion that Officer 

Humphreys went out there that night to demonstrate 

or - -  or show detectives or police bureau people where 

things had happened and what had happened. Do you 

know anything about that? 

A. I have not. 

Q. You didn't go out there that night? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Let's take a break and I'm probably about 

done. 

MR. RICE: Okay. 

(Recess: 3:37 to 3:43 PM.) 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Would you look back at 

Exhibit 226, it's the report by Detective Rhodes. And 

on the page where it talks about you towards the end 

of that paragraph we've been talking about it says 

"Finally there was a yellow property evidence receipt 

filled out for prisoners property listing a backpack 

containing miscellaneous personal contents." I'm a 

little unclear by the report whether that's something 

Officer Humphreys gave you or that Detective Courtney 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
(360)  695-5554 * *  (503 )  223-4040  



Jose E. Gonzalez, 3 /4 /2008  Chasse v. Humphreys, et al. 

60 

found otherwise. Do you recall? 

A. I don't recall it specifically. I had the 

paperwork that he gave me, Officer Humphrey. Whatever 

he gave me I gave to the detectives. 

Q. Did you look into, it may have been open or 

maybe somebody had to open it, but the trunk of the 

vehicle that Deputy Burton and Officer Humphreys were 

driving that night? 

A. Never got close to the car. They walked by 

while I was putting the crime scene tape. And that 

was the only time I went in there. It was with 

Detective Rhodes at the very end of the investigation, 

and I believe we were retrieving his rifle from the - -  

from inside the car. 

Q. And you did that? 

A. Well, Detective Rhodes grabbed it, gave it 

to me. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And so I took it - -  the rifle to the armory. 

Q. So were you able to see the back seat of the 

car or the back seat doors when that was happening? 

A. No. It's from the driver's side, you come 

in from the driver's side. By this time it's dark, 

it's nighttime now. 

Q. Okay. So if there was blood on the seats 
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and on the floor and on the doors in the passenger 

area or the driver's area in the rear seat, you 

couldn't see that because it was dark? 

A. No. And I didn't necessarily look into the 

trunk or anywhere other than just to grab the rifle. 

Q. That's all I have. Thank you. 

MR. RICE: Okay. 

Q. (By Mr. Steenson) Just so you know, on the 

record, we're going to mark your diagram as Exhibit 

228. Okay? 

A. Okay. 

Q. Thank you. 

(DEPOSITION EXHIBIT NO. 228 was marked for 

identification. ) 

(The deposition concluded at 3 : 4 7  PM.) 
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