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1 PORTLAND, OREGON; MONDAY, JULY 28, 2008 

2 11: 25 AM 

3 * * *  

4 MELISSA JANE GAYLORD 

5 called as a witness in behalf of the Defendants, 

6 having first been sworn by the Reporter, 

7 testifies as follows: 

8 EXAMINATION 

9 BY MR. LANDRUM: 

10 Q. Miss Gaylord, my name's David Landrum. I'm 

11 a deputy city attorney in this case which is about 

12 Mr. Chasse. I represent the Portland Police Bureau 

13 officers and the city. 

14 Have you ever had your deposition taken 

15 be£ ore? 

16 A. Many years ago, yes. 

17 Q. What kind of a situation was that, just 

18 generally? 

19 A. It was for my employer. He was being sued 

2 0 by - this was about 20 years ago - being sued by 

2 1 someone and I was a receptionist and it was to 

2 2 determine whether he was in receipt of a letter that 

23 was delivered. It was basically my responsibility as 

2 4 a receptionist to take all the mail and they wanted 

25 to - -  they were trying to prove that he was indeed in 
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receipt of the letter. 

Q. Okay. Well, the reason I ask, there's just 

a few ground rules for a deposition, mainly having to 

do with the court reporter because she's transcribing 

everything that we say. So first of all, you and I 

need to make an effort to make sure that the other one 

is finished with what they're saying before we start 

up, and that's so she can take it all down. And 

secondly, you need to keep your voice up and then 

answer yes or no or whatever it is you have to say 

rather than saying uh-huh or huh-uh or nodding or 

shaking your head. That's for the same reason. 

And the third thing is it's really important 

you for and I understand to each other. And so if at 

any time my question is unclear to you and you need me 

to explain it to you, just say so and I'll rephrase it 

so that you understand what I'm asking you. Is all 

that clear to you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Let's see. First of all, is Melissa 

Gaylord, is that your full name? 

A. Melissa Jane Gaylord. 

Q. Okay. And what's your date of birth? 

A. September 9, 1960. 

Q. And have you ever gone by any other names? 

Schrnitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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A. No. 

Q. And I'll tell you, I'm going to ask you 

where you and live and I'm going to tell you why. If 

we come down to trial and we need you at trial we're 

probably going to serve you with a subpoena and that's 

true even if you're agreeable to coming, because it's 

something you could use to show your employer, for 

example, that you had to be somewhere that day. Can 

you tell me what your address is? 

A. 1 2 0 6  N.E. 79th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 

97213. 

Q. And then I'm going to ask you for your phone 

number, and that's for the same purposes, to be able 

to contact you in case we need to be in contact with 

you for trial purposes. 

A. 503-288-4551 .  That's my home number. 

Q. Okay. Thank you. 

And where - -  where were you born? 

A. Oakland, California. 

Q. When did you come to the northwest? 

A. When I was a child. 

Q. Did you move to Portland? Have you lived in 

Portland since you came to the northwest? 

A. No, no. 

Q. Where did you move to first? 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
( 3 6 0 )  695-5554 ** ( 5 0 3 )  223-4040 



Melissa Jane Gaylord, 7/28/2008 Chasse v. Humphreys, et al. 

6 

I A. This is a long list, but - -  well, our family 

2 moved to Portland; then to Vancouver; and then I've 

3 lived in Portland; and San Francisco; Vail, Colorado; 

4 back to Portland; was in New York for two years; and 

5 moved back here about three years ago. 

6 Q. So that's about '05? 

7 A. In '05, yes, summer of '05 I moved back to 

8 Portland. 

9 Q. Okay. Being that we're talking about the 

10 day that you and Miss Loghry were at the Blue Hour, 

11 that was September the 17th, 2006, so had you been 

12 moved back to Portland for approximately a year or 

13 more? 

14 A. Yes. Yes, a year. Just over a year. 

15 Q. Okay. And what do you do for a living? 

16 A. I'm client services director for Bridge 

17 Executive Corporation in Los Angeles. 

18 Q. I'm sorry, say that for me one more, the 

19 name of the company. 

2 0 A. Bridge Executive Corporation. 

2 1 Q. How long have you been doing that? 

2 2 A. Two and a half years, since November 2005. 

23 Q. What did you do for a living before that? 

2 4 A. I was in New York working for Clarins of 

25 Paris as their assistant to the senior vice president 
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of marketing. 

Q. Can you spell Clarins? 

A. C-L-A-R-I-N-S. 

Q. Okay. What kind of business are they in? 

A. Cosmetics, skin care. 

Q. I see. 

Do you have any - -  do you have any degrees 

beyond high school, college degrees? 

A .  No, not completed. 

Q. Do you have some college hours? Did you go 

to - -  

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  college some? 

Where did you go? 

A. Clark College and I have a - -  a certificate 

from University of Oregon in graphic design and 

desktop publishing. 

Q. Okay. Do you ever wear glasses or - -  

A. Contacts. 

Q. - -  contact lenses? 

I am seriously nearsighted, that's what I 

wear glasses for. In fact, I'm so nearsighted that's 

why I can't wear contacts. They don't make them big 

enough I guess. So are you nearsighted or farsighted 

or - -  
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1 A. I'm nearsighted, but enough that I need 

2 contacts 2 4 / 7  and I wear them - -  I mean, I - -  I wear 

3 them 24 /7  because they now make them so that you can 

4 sleep in them. 

5 Q. Right. 

6 A. And I wear - -  because the strength has, you 

7 know, over the years needed to increase I need reading 

8 glasses just for menus and such, but I wear my 

9 contacts all the time. 

10 Q. Okay. Have you ever been in the military? 

11 A. NO. 

12 Q. Have you ever been in law enforcement? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. Do you know anybody in law enforcement? 

15 A. No, I don't - -  I don't think so. 

16 Q. Okay. Have you ever had any contact with 

17 the Portland Police Bureau, either, you know, just any 

18 number of ways, getting a ticket or had to call them 

19 somewhere or - -  

2 0 A. Yes. Actually several years ago when I 

2 1 lived in Portland prior to moving to New York I called 

22 them in response to someone that came to my house 

2 3 early in the morning that seemed suspicious, and I 

2 4 think on another occasion when I was harassed by a 

2 5 bicyclist, a kid on a bike while I was running, but - -  
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1 so those two come to mind, those two instances. 

2 Q. Was your experience with the - -  with the 

3 Portland Police officer in either of those events, was 

4 it good, bad, or indifferent? 

5 A. Good, it was good. And they were also 

6 recently actually around my house just because they 

7 were searching for a - -  I guess he was a drug dealer 

8 and a criminal. And they had blocked off my block 

9 looking for him. That was recently in the news. So 

10 we weren't able to go home that evening. They had 

11 done a - -  you know, blocked off the - -  you know, the 

12 circumference of a couple of blocks. 

13 Q. Isee. 

14 A. And we stayed overnight at a friend, but, 

15 you know, that wasn't - -  that was just an event that 

16 was going on, not related to me. 

17 Q. Right, I understand. 

18 Did they - -  did they evacuate the block or 

19 were you out when that happened and couldn't go back? 

2 0 A. I was - -  I was out when it happened and we 

21 couldn't return. 

22 Q. Did you learn that - -  did you have to go 

2 3 back to your block and learn that and then go 

2 4 somewhere else to go or did you learn that while you 

25 were gone, just not - -  
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A. I learned it when we were going home about a 

block from our home. And we just found another, you 

know, friend's home to go to. 

Q. Okay. So did you have any actual contact 

with any police officers in that event? 

A. Just discussing it on the street what was 

happening and, you know, informed me that we wouldn't 

be able to enter our home and told me why. It was - -  

it was friendly and I understood the situation. It 

was not a problem. 

Q. Okay. Now, do you have any martial arts 

experience or training? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. Do you know of a place called the 

Swindells apartments? And I'll tell you where it is. 

It's down on Burnside at, I can't remember, it's 

either at Sixth or at Fourth. It's on the corner. 

A. I've seen the name of that building. I 

couldn't have told you where it was, but I do remember 

seeing that name, Swindell. Swindell building or 

the - -  I didn't know it was apartments, but I thought 

there was a building called the Swindell building. 

Q. So it may seem obvious, but do you recall 

ever having seen it and knowing that you were seeing 

it when you saw it? 
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A. Well, is it on Broadway? Is it on Broadway 

and Burnside? 

Q. I'm not positive. I guess that's - -  that's 

possible. I'm thinking either Sixth or Fourth, and 

Broadway is - -  

MR. STEENSON: It's on Broadway. 

MS. DUNAWAY: Broadway. 

THE WITNESS: It is on Broadway? 

Q. (By Mr. Landrum) Yes, it is on Broadway. 

A. Then yes, I do - -  I do recall seeing it and 

just - -  only it was triggered in my mind because that 

name sounded familiar and I could never remember why 

it sounded familiar, so I do remember seeing the 

building. And it looked like a building that maybe 

was a little run down or - -  or maybe some - -  I'm not 

sure if transient - -  you know, it looked like a place 

that might be a little bit more run down and - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. Anyway, that's my - -  I have knowledge of it. 

Q. Okay. Had you ever - -  prior to this event 

September 17th of 2006 where you were at the Blue Hour 

with Miss Loghry, had you ever had any kind of contact 

with Mr. Chasse? 

A. NO. 

Q. What about - -  or with his family members? 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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A. No. 

Q. Any knowledge of him in any way? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay, okay. Have you had any training 

related to interacting with or dealing with people 

with mental health issues? 

A. No. 

Q. Have - -  did you review any documents before 

you came over here for your deposition today? 

A. Well, I looked at my state - -  my original 

statement to Detective Courtney which was sent to me a 

couple of days ago. 

Q. Who sent that to you? 

A. It was - -  I believe it was your - -  

Mr. Steenson's office. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with 

Mr. Steenson prior to coming to your deposition today? 

A. No. 

Q. Any - -  have you had any conversation with 

any other lawyers about your deposition before you 

2 1 came over here today? 

22 A. I spoke with Miss Back last week who spent 

23 ten minutes just explaining the deposition process. 

24 Q. Okay. Did - -  

2 5 A. But nothing to do with the case or - -  or 
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what happened. 

Q. Okay. Excuse me. Have you been back to the 

intersection of N.W. Everett and N.W. 13th which is 

where the Blue Hour is - -  

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  since September the 17th, ' 0 6 ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you go back there in order to - -  

specifically in order to view that location or were 

you just going back over there 'cause the Blue Hour's 

over there or some other reason? 

A. I was there last week at another restaurant 

13 and was walking by that intersection, and I did, in my 

14 mind, looked at it not for that purpose but it did 

come into my mind, you know, the proximity and where 

we were and - -  and the general layout, but it wasn't 

in order to review. But it certainly crossed my mind. 

Q. Okay. Now, you testified at a grand jury 

hearing related to Mr. Chasse' death? 

A. No. 

Q. No? 

A. I was not requested to do so. 

Q. All right. And how many times did you talk 

to somebody from the police bureau about these events? 

You told me you talked to Detective Courtney the one 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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time and - -  

A. Right. 

Q. - -  that's where you got the statement you 

reviewed. Did you talk to him any other times? 

A. No. 

Q .  Okay. Now, I'm going to ask you about 

these - -  or this event on this day when you and 

Miss Loghry were there. And I'll just tell you that 

this was on September the 17th, 2006, and that was a 

Sunday afternoon. Is that how you remember it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And what I want you to do is I want 

you to just tell me about what brought you to the 

restaurant and then progressively what you observed on 

the street while you were there, and as you go along 

1'11 probably stop you and ask you fox some details, 

but why don't you just start off by telling me what 

brought you to the Blue Hour that day. 

A. Well, Diane had taken me to see Wicked, a 

matinee showing of Wicked, which was in Portland, for 

my birthday. And we decided to go to the Blue Hour to 

have a bite to eat and a cocktail. And it was about 

five o'clock I would say when we got there. 

We were sitting outside at - -  on the patio. 

And we were I would say the second table from the end, 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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so when you walk up the steps to the - -  to the outdoor 

seating area it would have been on the farther end 

about the second from the - -  second from the end. I 

recall there was a table next to us on the very end 

where two gentlemen were sitting. 

Q. And when you say farthest, you mean farthest 

away from that intersection of 13 - -  

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  and Everett? 

A. Yes. We were - -  

Q. So where you were sitting, was it facing out 

on the north/south street which would be 13th? 

A. I was sitting facing east, Diane was facing 

west, which was facing 13th. 

Q. So - -  

A. So on my left would have been - -  what street 

is it on, Everett or - -  I can't recall. 

Q. It's on 13th. 

A. And what's the cross street? 

Q. Cross street is Everett. 

A. Yeah. I would have - -  on my left would have 

been Everett and behind me would have been 13th. 

Q. Okay. And so you were - -  is it fair to say 

you were facing into the restaurant? 

A. Yes. 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
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1 Q. And Miss Loghry was facing outward? 

2 A. That's correct. 

3 Q. Okay. Now, with respect to Mr. Chasse and 

4 the rest of these events, what first got your 

5 attention that something was happening out on the 

6 street? 

7 A. I heard him before we - -  before I saw 

8 anything. I heard - -  I heard him screaming. And I 

9 could tell that it was approaching and it sound - -  you 

10 know, when I turned around to see where the cause of 

11 the yelling was coming from and I didn't see them at 

12 first. It was coming down Everett toward 13th. And I 

13 heard him yelling and it sounded to me as though he 

14 was saying don1 t kill me, don't kill me, don't kill 

15 me. And it was such a high-pitched kind of wailing. 

16 It was - -  it immediately got our attention. 

17 Q. And then what did you see when they - -  well, 

18 let me ask you this way: After you heard that and you 

19 turned to look, did you continue turned around to see 

2 0 what was going to happen? 

21 A. Yes, yes. 

22 Q. Okay. And what did you see when they came 

23 into your view? 

2 4 A. I saw three - -  what appeared to be three 

25 large men, and it was clear from - -  and I - -  this was 
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1 so  long ago, I - -  I ' m  t ry ing  t o  remember a s  accura te ly  

2 a s  I can. 

3 Q .  Sure. 

4 A .  But I j u s t  remember they were wearing - -  

5 they looked obvious t o  me t o  be po l i ce  o f f i c e r s .  

6 Q .  Okay. 

7 A. And I bel ieve  a couple of them at  l e a s t  were 

8 i n  blue,  not i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  uniform, though. 

9 Q .  Okay. 

1 0  A. Like they were i n  jeans o r  - -  I d o n ' t  

11 remember what the  bottom h a l f ,  but I bel ieve  t he  top  

1 2  was, you know, a policeman's T - sh i r t .  And I - -  I 

13 don ' t  remember how I knew t h a t ,  but it looked obvious 

1 4  t o  me t h a t  they were t ry ing  t o  a r r e s t  him o r  ge t  him 

15 under control .  

1 6  And he was contort ing h i s  body and t ry ing  

1 7  with everything he had not t o  - -  not  t o  be a r r e s t ed  or 

18 pinned down. And they - -  they were t r y i n g  t o  ge t  him 

1 9  under - -  under control  and were y e l l i n g  a t  him t o  g e t  

20 on h i s  stomach repeatedly.  

2 1  Q .  Now, l e t  me s top  you t h e r e .  When you f i r s t  

2 2 see  them coming down the  s t r e e t ,  a r e  a l l  - -  

23 A .  Well, I d i d n ' t  see them coming down the  

2 4 s t r e e t .  

2 5  Q. Oh, okay. 
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1 A. I couldn't see them coming down the street 

2 from where I was. I just could see them after they 

3 turned the corner and were then on 13th. But I heard 

4 them - -  I heard him which is why I turned around. 

5 Q. Okay. And really, throughout this, if - -  

6 whenever I say anything I'm not trying to put words in 

7 your mouth. 

8 A. Okay. 

9 Q. And so if I say something like that and 

10 that's not accurate to your recollection, you should 

11 tell me. 

12 A. Okay. 

13 Q. Okay. So when you did see them the first 

14 time that you did see them, were they still standing 

15 or were - -  

16 A. Yes. 

1 7  Q. - -  they on the ground? 

18 A. They were standing. 

19 Q. Okay. And were they in motion like running? 

2 0 A. Yes. Well, yes. And they - -  they - -  from 

2 1 what I recollect, they had their - -  you know, they had 

22 their hands on him before - -  I don't think they had 

2 3 just chased him and - -  they didn't chase him and then 

24 tackle him, but it was such a - -  you know, four bodies 

25 and I don't remember who had what arms on him. but I 
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1 think he was within their reach by the time I saw them 

2 because I just remember him squirming and stretching 

3 his body, so I don't think they had just reached him 

4 right when I turned around to - -  you know, looked like 

5 they had their hands on him at that point. 

6 Q. Okay. So you see them in view, he appears 

7 to be within their reach - -  

8 A. Right. 

9 Q. - -  appears to be squirming, twisting his 

10 body; is that - -  

11 A. He was. 

12 Q .  - -  fair? 

13 Okay. Did they appear to have - -  could you 

14 tell whether or not they had, you know, contact with 

15 him or - -  or not had contact with him? 

16 A. They did. 

17 Q. Okay. 

18 A. They did. 

19 Q. And then did they go from - -  did anybody go 

2 0 from a standing position to being on the ground? 

2 1 A. It took quite a while before they were on 

22 the ground. I would say, you know, it seemed like a 

23 long time, but I don't know how much time passed, but 

24 for quite a while it was - -  it was - -  everyone seemed 

25 trying to get him on the ground. 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
(360) 695-5554 * *  (503) 223-4040 



Melissa Jane Gaylord, 7/28/2008 Chasse v. Humphreys, et al. 

2 0 

1 And he was contorting his body kind of wild, 

2 wildly, and stretching out his limbs and, you know, 

3 like a baby does when you're trying to put it in a car 

4 seat and it doesn't want to go and it stretches out 

5 its body. That's an odd comparison, but that's what 

6 he was doing. And he was - -  he was contorting his 

7 body in every way so that he would not be put on the 

8 ground. He was I think - -  fought it for quite a long 

9 time. And they kept yelling at him to get on his 

10 stomach. 

11 Q. Did you hear the officers say anything other 

12 than - -  and like I said before, I don't want to put 

13 words in your mouth, but what I'm understanding you to 

14 say is you heard them say something to the effect of 

15 get down and something slightly more detailed to the 

16 effect of get on your stomach? 

17 A. That's the phrase that I remember most 

18 hearing. I can't say with any accuracy what else they 

19 might have said, but I do remember get on your stomach 

2 0 being said repeatedly. 

21 Q. What did you hear, if anything that you 

22 heard, what did you hear Mr. Chasse saying? 

23 A. Just a lot of wailing and yelling. I - -  I 

2 4 don't recall with any clarity what he might have said 

25 other than what I initially had heard when he was 
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1 coming down the street. It's not to say he wasn't 

2 saying anything, but I just don't remember. 

3 Q. And so if I'm understanding what you've said 

4 to me so far, the phrase that you do remember with 

5 some clarity is don't kill me, don't kill me? 

6 A. Right. 

7 Q. Okay. 

8 A. That's what I heard it as. I - -  that's what 

9 it sounded like to me when I first was - -  my attention 

10 was first drawn to this event. 

11 Q. Okay. Now, at some time did you see 

12 Mr. Chasse go from standing to being on the ground? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. Okay. Now, I'm just using that as a marker 

15 in time. We'll come to that in a minute. But between 

16 the time that you first saw the officers and the time 

17 that you saw Mr. Chasse first on the ground, excuse 

18 me, did you see what you perceived to be any of the 

19 officers striking any blows to Mr. Chasse with their 

2 0 hands or fists? 

2 1 A. No. 

22 Q. Did you see them strike any blows to 

23 Mr. Chasse, any of the officers you saw, either their 

2 4 forearms or their elbows? 

25 A. I can't say for sure. I don't think so. It 
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1 was more manhandling I guess and strong-arming. I 

2 can't say that there was, you know, any intentional 

3 blows. I - -  I don't know. I don't know. 

4 Q. What about if I use the word wrestle, were 

5 they wrestling with him - -  

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. - -  would that be accurate? 

8 A. I would say that's a fair - -  yeah. 

9 Q. Did you hear anybody say anything with 

10 reference to the word bite? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q .  Now, at some point, if I understand you 

13 correctly, between the time you - -  or after the time 

14 you first see them, Mr. Chasse goes from being 

15 standing to being on the ground. Right? 

16 A. Right. 

17 Q. Okay. And can you describe for me, in your 

18 perception, how that happened, how he got from being 

19 standing to on the ground? 

2 0 A. Well, you know, I want to say he was sort of 

21 muscled to the ground. 

22 Q. Did any of the officers individually effect 

23 his going to the ground or did all three of them 

2 4 participate in that? 

25 A. I couldn't say. I couldn't say. I - -  I 
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don't remember. And also I remember - -  you know, I 

want to be as accurate as possible here and, you know, 

part of the time I would have turned to my friend 

to - -  you know, or these - -  we were all so incredulous 

about what was happening so I would have turned 

occasionally to, you know, listen to what someone was 

saying and turned back and - -  and there's certainly a 

possibility that I could have missed something so I 

don't want to speak out of turn. 

Q. Right. And that's all I want you to tell me 

is - -  tell me about is what you actually observed. 

It's - -  it's less important to me that you guess about 

something that happened when you weren't actually eyes 

on. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. All right. So that's completely fair and 

that's what I need for you to do. 

A. And I just don't remember accurately how 

many got - -  got him to the ground. I don't remember 

if it was one or two or three. 

Q. All right. Well now, at the time he's on 

the ground - -  well, let me ask you this: At sometime 

after he's on the ground then an ambulance arrives; 

right? 

A. Yeah, eventually. 
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1 Q. Okay. So I'm using that - -  we'll talk about 

2  that in a minute also but I'm going to use that as a 

marker in time also. So what I want you to do is 

describe for me what you observed to happen between 

the time Mr. Chasse is - -  goes from standing to on the 

ground and the time that the ambulance eventually 

arrives. 

A. Well, he was - -  he went still. After they 

had him on - -  you know, he was lying on the ground and 

then it was like life just went out of him. I didn't 

know if he was sick or if he had been hurt and was 

unconscious, but he was just still. He was on his 

stomach, they had him handcuffed. And the police 

officers were sort of standing over him. 

Q. Was he handcuffed behind his back? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Q. Did you notice whether or not his feet were 

restrained in any way? 

A. I didn't notice his feet being restrained. 

They may - -  they might have been, but I don't recall. 

Q .  Now, at any time during the time that you're 

observing the officers and Mr. Chasse before the 

ambulance came, did you observe any of the officers to 

kick Mr. Chasse with their feet? 

A. No. 
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1 Q. Okay. Now, in your observation, was there 

2 some period of time between - -  between Mr. Chasse 

3 going from standing to being on the ground and your 

4 being able to observe that he was handcuffed or did 

5 that seem to happen all at once or how did that seem 

to happen? 

A. When he was handcuffed? 

Q. Right. 

A. I don't - -  I don't remember. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Now, once Mr. Chasse was on the ground and 

you said that - -  you said the life seemed to go out of 

him, was - -  how long did that last? How long did he 

appear to be what you described as the life going out 

of him possibly unconscious? Like I said before - -  

A. Yeah. 

Q. - -  I don't want to put words in your mouth. 

A. Well, that's what it seemed like. And it 

was until they took him away is what it appeared to 

me. 

Q. Could you hear him saying anything or making 

sounds - -  

A. No. 

Q. - -  after that? 
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1 Okay. How long would you say after you 

2 first saw him on the ground and being still and quiet 

3 until an ambulance showed up on the scene? 

4 A. Gosh, it's really hard to say, but - -  maybe 

5 minutes. I honestly couldn't give you an accurate 

6 answer, but that's my - -  

7 Q. Did it - -  

8 A. - -  guess. 

9 Q. - -  come up with like the siren and lights 

10 on? 

11 A. No, the siren wasn't on. I don't recall 

12 hearing the siren. I remember seeing it. I don't 

13 remember the siren on or the lights on. 

14 Q. Okay. Did you see the people get out of the 

15 ambulance? 

16 A. Well, I don't remember the process of them 

17 getting out of the car - -  or the truck, but I remember 

18 seeing them there. 

19 Q. And what did you see - -  

2 o A. I may have been turned the other way when 

21 they got out. 

22 Q. When you noticed them, what did you see them 

2 3 doing? 

2 4 A. It appeared as though one of them, and I 

25 want to say it was the woman, was checking him. I 
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1 don't remember how many there were, but they stood 

2 talking with the police officers for a while. It 

3 actually all seemed very casual in my recollection of 

4 observation at the time. 

5 Q. Were you - -  when you say it seemed casual, 

6 did that seem surprising to you or are you - -  

A. Very. 

Q. - -  saying that was different than what you 

expected it to be? 

A. It seemed surprising to me and not what I 

would have expected under the circumstances of how he 

went down and how quiet he was. 

Q. Well, let me ask you about those two things. 

When you say it wasn't what you expected and it was 

surprising to you based on the way he went down, tell 

me what you mean by that. 

A. The process of how long it took them to get 

him down and how hard he was fighting and how many 

officers it took to get control over him. It seemed 

very intense, very - -  manhandling is just - -  I don't 

know, that's the word I want to use. He was fighting 

so hard and I know it took a lot to get him under 

control and down on the ground. 

And then for him to go so quiet afterwards, 

I thought either he must have, you know - -  I didn't 
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1 know if he hit his head or he went unconscious, but 

2 that disparity between what he was - -  how he was 

3 acting and that silence to me indicated that something 

4 seemed wrong. And I would have thought that the 

5 paramedics or the police would have - -  I didn't know 

6 what was happening down there. I wasn't right down 

7 there. But it just - -  it surprised me that it seemed 

8 so, I don't know, not more attention was being given 

9 or that there wasn't something wrong with him that 

10 required attention. 

11 Q. Okay. 

12 A. Obviously I'm just a bystander. I don't 

13 know the procedures. So that was my interpretation 

14 from a - -  

15 Q. Could - -  I'm sorry. 

16 A. - -  human stand - -  you know, my own point of 

17 view. 

18 Q. Okay. Could you hear anything that was 

19 being said as between the paramedics and Mr. Chasse or 

2 0 the paramedics and the officers or the officers with 

2 1 each other or - -  

22 A. NO. 

23 Q. - -  anything like that? 

2 4 A. No. But it - -  it seemed to me that they 

25 were spending more time talking with each other than 
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to him. 

Q. Now, prior to this event, had you ever been 

anywhere where you saw police officers trying to take 

somebody into custody and some struggle being involved 

in that? 

A. Over the years I've seen it probably a 

couple of times, but I couldn't give you details. I 

just - -  I have seen incidents either down at - -  you 

know, at a public event I've seen people get arrested. 

Q. Did this event seem different than ones you 

had seen before? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you explain to me how it seemed 

different? 

A. Both I would say in terms of the struggle 

being put up by Mr. Chasse, his demeanor in general, 

his - -  just his overall state of mind seemed 

different, and I'd never seen three officers working 

so hard to get someone under control. I guess the 

other - -  other incidents I've seen were - -  were calmer 

and the person being arrested wasn't putting up such a 

struggle. 

Q. And in your opinion, just based upon what 

you were observing - -  

A. M-hm. 
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1 Q. - -  did you think that the officers were 

2 either doing too much or too little in their efforts 

3 to bring Mr. Chasse under control? 

4 A. I thought they were doing too much. And I 

5 said so at the time to my friend and - -  and the two 

6 gentlemen sitting. We all thought - -  I don't want to 

7 put words in their mouth, but that was a topic of 

8 discussion at our table. It seemed excessive. 

Q .  Well, I want to explore that just a little 

bit with you. 

A. M-hm, sure. 

Q. Was it your impression they could have 

brought him under control sooner and without so much 

effort? 

A. My feeling upon watching this and thinking 

about it later was that why - -  why did he have to get 

on his stomach? Couldn't they have - -  couldn't they 

have put him in a bear hug or tried to get him calm 

without forcing him down immediately? There were 

20 three large officers there. This guy was pretty wiry, 

2 1 not very big. 

22 And he seemed, in my opinion, and I told 

23 this to Diane at the time, he seemed like he was 

2 4 either mentally unstable or on drugs. And I thought 

2 5 couldn't there be another way where they could just 
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1 hold him, put him in a hold, and let him - -  let him 

2 work out his energy or his adrenaline and then do 

3 whatever they need to do rather than force his body 

4 into a position it wasn't willing to go and - -  

5 I don't know police tactics, I don't know 

6 how they deal with - -  you know, I didn't know he was 

7 mentally ill until I read it in the paper, but it was 

8 my observation right then just as a human being. And 

9 I thought there - -  couldn't there be another way to 

10 get him stable before trying to force him, you know, 

11. into a on the ground/on your stomach position when he 

12 was so - -  he was fighting so hard and so obviously 

13 terrified. 

14 That was my feeling at the time and it still 

15 is my feeling. But I recognize that people who are in 

16 a high-adrenaline state sometimes have strengths that 

17 a normal person wouldn't possess and it might be more 

18 difficult. And I don't know, you know, department 

19 procedure. I wouldn't know any of that. This is 

20 strictly my observation as a human being and as a - -  

2 1 not an uneducated one in terms of the world and what I 

22 see and hear, you know. I think if - -  

23 I also didn't know what he had done. And I 

2 4 thought, you know, had he stabbed somebody, what had 

25 he done? So I didn't know all of the things that had 
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1 led up to that incident so it could have been - -  you 

know, maybe they felt it was worth that effort. So I 

didn't - -  I knew - -  I knew that I didn't know all the 

facts as well, but just based on what I saw I thought 

he obviously seems terrified. 

He seemed like a - -  a scared animal that 

maybe they could have just - -  you know, with three big 

burly police officers couldn't they have just, you 

know, held him for a minute or five minutes, waited 

till he was drained, you know, like you would do with 

a child having a temper tantrum, and then cuff him. 

That to me seemed like something that, you know, why 

aren't they doing that? So that was my feeling. And 

all I can do is tell you how I felt about it. 

Q. Okay. Well now, after the paramedics arrive 

and they appear to be attending to him in some way - -  

A. Yeah. 

Q. - -  and then was Mr. Chasse taken away from 

the scene? 

A. By the police officers. 

Q. Okay. Can you explain to me what you 

observed? 

A. I saw them holding him up by his - -  it 

looked like under his arms, his arms and arm pits. 

His hands were behind his back. I can't say if his 
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1 legs were - -  were cuffed or tied. It kind of seemed 

2 like they were dragging him a little bit. He wasn't 

3 walking like a normal person. So - -  

4 Q. Did they have him lifted all the way up off 

5 the ground so his feet weren't touching the ground? 

6 A. I don't know - -  I don't know whether his 

7 feet touched the ground at all, but he wasn't walking. 

8 They were either kind of dragging his feet or he was 

9 off the ground, but I couldn't tell you which one. 

10 And I know the paramedics left and the police took him 

11 away. 

12 Q .  Were you surprised by that? 

13 A. Yes, yes. 

14 Q. Why were you surprised? 

15 A. Very. 

16 Just, you know, his - -  again, it was his 

17 state of mind, the fact that he went silent and was 

18 laying silent on the ground for such a long time. I 

19 didn't know if he had hit his head or what happened. 

2 0 I - -  I guess I read somewhere later that they Tasered 

2 1 him, but I didn't know that at the time. 

22 And it just didn't seem like somebody who 

23 was in a position to, you know - -  he wasn't walking 

2 4 away so, in my mind, I thought he must surely need 

25 more attention than just being taken to jail. We 
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were - -  we were all surprised by that. We - -  it was 

something Diane and I talked about when we were 

leaving. 

Q .  Well, let me ask you this: Was your sort of 

opinion or belief that maybe he should have gone away 

in an ambulance, was that based on the idea that he 

appeared to be injured to you or was that based on 

what you observed about his - -  sort of his demeanor 

and his behavior or was it some combination of those 

things? 

A. I would say it was a combination, but 

probably - -  it was a combination. But - -  but more 

that he was lying on the ground for such a long time 

without moving. But he - -  I can't give you a 

percentage. You know, it was probably both. It 

seemed like such an abnormal situation and he just 

didn't seem to be in good shape, you know, either 

mentally, physically. 

And I - -  I wasn't there, you know - -  I 

didn't take his pulse, I wasn't the paramedic, so I 

don't know what they had determined. But just from 

what I observed I thought - -  you know, laying on the 

ground for such a long time I didn't know if he hit 

his head. I know Diane thought he had maybe vomited 

or hit his head on the ground, but I just saw him 
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1 laying still for a very long time and thought he must 

2 need some attention. 

3 Q. Now, other than the fact that he was laying 

4 still on the ground and he was so much quieter than he 

5 had been before he was on the ground - -  

6 A. Like night and day. 

7 Q. Right. 

8 Other than that, did you notice any obvious 

9 signs of injury on Mr. Chasse's body? 

10 A. I did not. 

11 Q.  What about the officers, did you see any 

12 obvious sign of injury on any of the officers? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. Okay. Now, did you hear Mr. Chasse say 

15 anything or make any sounds at the time the officers 

16 had picked him up and were taking him to the police 

17 car? 

18 A. I don't remember. 

19 Q. What about - -  

2 0 A. I just don't remember. 

2 1 Q .  What about the officers, did you hear them 

22 say anything or make any sounds, not just the officers 

23 who were taking him but any of the officers who were 

24 there present? 

25 A. I think they were talking amongst 
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1 themselves, but I don't recall - -  I don't recall 

2 anything they might have said or - -  I just don't 

3 remember. 

4 Q. Now, did you and Miss Loghry remain there at 

the Blue Hour after the ambulance went away and after 

they took Mr. Chasse to the police car? 

A. We - -  the ambulance left and we were still 

there. I believe we were, you know, getting ready to 

leave. They took him away and then we left. And 

there was still a couple of police cars at the scene, 

but they had taken Mr. Chasse away. Because I do 

remember him - -  them leading him up Everett and I - -  

he was out of my view. 

Q. Okay. 

A. So they had taken him away. But then when 

we left shortly after that and I believe there were 

still a couple of police cars there. 

Q. Okay. During any of this time, from the 

time that you first saw the officers and Mr. Chasse 

until the time that you and Miss Loghry left the 

restaurant - -  

A. M-hm. 

Q. - -  did you have any contact with any police 

officers? 

A. No. 
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1 Q. And during that time, did you hear anything 

2 that any of the police officers said other than what 

3 you've told me about them saying to Mr. Chasse to get 

4 down or get on your stomach? 

5 A. No, not with any clarity, I don't. 

6 Q. Did you hear anything that any of the people 

7 from the ambulance might have said? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q. Other than what you told me at the beginning 

10 about hearing Mr. Chasse say don't kill me, did you 

11 hear any other distinct words that Mr. Chasse said? 

12 A. Not distinct. I don't recall. He was just 

13 kind of wailing. 

14 Q. Okay. 

15 A. I mean, almost kind of crying. I don't - -  I 

16 just don't remember any words that he might have said. 

17 Q. I'm just thinking about if I need to ask you 

18 anything else. I'm sorry. 

19 A. I wish I could be a photographic memory and 

2 0 remember everything at the right time line, but - -  

2 I Q. Not as much as all the lawyers do, but 

2 2 that's okay because that's how it is for everybody. 

23 A. It's a long time ago. 

2 4 Q. It's all right. 

2 5 A. The episode is still clear in my mind, but 
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those, you know, details of words and - -  

Q. How did you - -  did you - -  well, how did you 

find out that Mr. Chasse had died? 

A. Diane called me the next morning. She saw 

it in the paper or on the news, I don't recall. But 

she called me about 7 : 3 0  the next morning and she said 

that man died. And I said what man? She said the man 

we saw arrested yesterday. I was heartbroken. 

Q. And then sometime after that you were 

contacted by some - -  somebody from the police bureau 

to ask you about what you had seen? 

A. No. I contacted them. I looked it up - -  I 

looked up the story on the Internet and I saw The 

Oregonian article and they had a line in there at the 

end of the article about anyone who had witnessed the 

event to please contact, you know, the detectives, and 

so I called of my own volition. And I also gave them 

Diane's name and number and - -  or she - -  I knew she 

was going to call them. We had discussed that we 

would both call. And so I know she spoke with them as 

well. 

Q. Did you talk to anybody from the news media, 

TV stations, The Oregonian, anything like that? 

A. You know, I think I wrote a note to one of 

The Oregonian people. There was a big article on it. 
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1 And I can't remember the nature of why I wrote to her. 

2 I don't remember. But I did have an exchange with one 

3 of The Oregonian writers. It was about an article she 

4 wrote about it and I - -  I can't remember what it was 

5 about. 

6 Q. All right. The transcribed statement that 

you described looking at earlier - -  

A. M-hm, yes. 

Q. - -  how recently did you read over that, in 

the last few days? 

A. About four days ago. 

Q. Okay. When you read that, did that appear 

to be accurate, to your recollection, about what was 

said by you - -  

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  and the police officer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Do you think your memory of this 

event was any better at that time than it is now? 

A. I - -  it might have been. It was, you know, 

a day - -  two days later. 

Q. M-hm. 

A. I mean, that would make sense that it would 

be. 

Q. But what you told the officers at the time 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
(360) 695-5554 * *  (503) 223-4040 



Melissa Jane Gaylord, 7/28/2008 Chasse v. Humphreys, et al. 

4 0 

1 and what appears in that transcript, that's an 

2 accurate description of - -  

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. - -  what you told them and what you 

5 remembered, isn' t it? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. Okay. 

8 A. And I also told them, and I stand by this, 

9 that Diane would be a better witness because she was 

10 facing the situation the entire time where I, you 

11 know, would have been turned at some times so there 

12 might have been things I didn't see. You know, and it 

13 seems - -  it was - -  it was not pleasant to look at and 

14 I didn't want to be just staring the whole time, 

15 either. This was a - -  an ugly unfolding and I was 

16 disturbed by it. 

17 Q. All right. Just a second. 

18 You know what, why don't we go off for just 

19 a minute and let me think it over and I may be done. 

2 o Now, the other attorneys may have questions for you - -  

2 1 A. Okay. 

22 Q. - -  but I think I may be done. So let me go 

23 off for a second and I may be done. 

2 4 (Recess: 12:18 to 12:26 PM.) 

25 Q. (By Mr. Landrum) All right. Miss Gaylord, 
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1 I'm going to stop you there. Thank you very much. 

2 The other attorneys may have some questions for you. 

3 A. Thank you. 

4 EXAMINATION 

5 BY MS. DUNAWAY: 

6 Q. Miss Gaylord, my name is Susan Dunaway. I'm 

7 with Multnomah County. I represent the county and a 

8 Multnomah County deputy, the officer in green. 

9 A. Okay. 

10 Q. Okay. The first thing I'd like you to do is 

11 take a look at this after it's marked. 

12 (DEPOSITION EXHIBIT NO. 304 was marked for 

13 identification.) 

14 Q. (By Ms. Dunaway) Does that look familiar? 

15 A. Well, I'm just trying to get my bearings 

16 here. 

17 Q. Yeah. 

18 A. Yes, yes. 

19 Q. Okay. Can you take that blue pen by you and 

2 0 mark on the tables? Can you see the - -  

2 1 A. Yeah. 

22 Q. Okay. 

2 3 A. How do you want me to mark it? 

2 4 Q. Can you mark it with your initials where you 

25 were sitting? 
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A. Sure, okay. 

Q. Can you put a No. 1 where you first saw 

Mr. Chasse and the officers? 

A. I would say - -  I can give you an 

approximation. 

Q. Right. 

A. Do you want me to circle it or just put a l? 

Q. A circle would be fine. 

A. Okay. 

Q. Around it, that would be fine. 

A. All right. 

Q. Can you put a No. 2 where it was that you 

saw Mr. Chasse and the officers go down to the ground? 

A. Wait, is this - -  this is the sidewalk; 

right? 

MR. LANDRUM: Yes. 

Q. (By Ms. Dunaway) M-hm. 

A. Okay. And that's the building. And this is 

parking right here? 

Q. Right. 

A. Well, I don't recall any cars there so I 

think it was - -  would have been right about here. 

Q. Okay. And how about a 3 where they finally 

wind up when the struggle is over. 

A. Well, it was about the same place. 
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1 Q. And if it's the same - -  

2 A. Yeah, maybe here. 

3 Q. You can just put the - -  

4 A. Yeah, right here. I could put a - -  you 

know. 

Q. Now. Can you draw a stick figure of where 

Mr. Chasse's head was positioned and where his body 

was? 

A. M-hm. 

Okay. 

Q. And then can you put an arrow showing the 

direction in which his head was pointing, his face 

pointing? 

A. M-hm, yes. 

Q. That's it on that part. 

A. Okay. 

Q. While this incident was going on, did you 

ever turn your chair around so that you could watch 

what was going on? 

A. No, not my chair. Just my body. 

Q. So you just moved your body around to look? 

A. M-hm, yes. 

Q. From the testimony that you just - -  just 

gave, it seemed to me, and I want to find out if I'm 

right in terms of listening to you, that you were only 
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looking at the events intermittently - -  

A. Correct. 

Q. - -  is that correct? 

So that when you say that Mr. Chasse, once 

he was - -  the struggle was over, that you didn't see 

him struggle again, you are only referring to those 

times when you actually turned back to look at 

Mr. Chasse - -  

A. Correct. 

Q. - -  in terms of what you were seeing? 

A. And anything my friend might have said to 

me. You know, we were talking about this while it was 

going on as well. So my information - -  I don't recall 

any, but we would have been talking about it. If 

she'd say, oh, I saw this or - -  you know, but I 

don't - -  but my information comes from when I was 

turned around - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. - -  SO - -  

Q. Okay. So you're not saying that the 

information that you've given us today is based on 

what - -  

A. Correct. 

Q. - -  Diane told you? 

A. That's correct. 
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1 Q. But it's only based on those times - -  

2 A. What I saw. 

3 Q. - -  times when you turned around? 

4 A. Correct. 

5 Q. Okay. You mentioned that you were having a 

6 conversation with the people who were in that last 

7 table - -  

8 A. That's right. 

9 Q. - -  right? 

10 And what did the conversation with them - -  

11 what generally what were you talking about? 

12 A. Well, before this occurred we were 

13 discussing where they were from, one of them was from 

14 New York, one was from California. And they were 

15 there for a food show, and Diane's husband works in 

16 food, and so, you know, we were talking about New York 

17 and the food industry. 

18 And then this incident occurred, this 

19 commotion, and all conversation then was about that. 

2 0 And I said - -  I remember saying, oh, my gosh, I hope 

2 1 this isn't the next Rodney King episode because it 

2 2 seemed like so brutal. And they - -  we were all in 

23 agreement that this was kind of - -  what we were 

2 4 witnessing seemed so extreme and that was - -  I don't 

2 5 recall the details of the conversation, I just recall 
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1 saying that and I remember us talking about it and - -  

2 and everyone was sort of in shock at how this was all 

3 unfolding. 

4 Q. Okay. And were you - -  were you speaking 

5 with the gentlemen next to you while these events were 

6 unfolding? 

7 A. Intermittently. 

8 Q. Intermittent. 

9 And you were the person who said you hoped 

10 this isn't a Rodney King event? 

11 A. Yeah. And it was just an off-the-cuff 

12 remark, but that was how intense and over the top it 

13 seemed to me. And, again, that's my own personal 

14 opinion of what I was witnessing, but that's what came 

15 to my mind. And I remember saying it and I - -  it's in 

16 my statement so it's not - -  it's my own personal - -  I 

17 don't remember anybody saying, oh, right, you're 

18 right, you know. It was just an observation on my 

19 part. 

2 0 Q. Okay. And exactly what was it that you 

21 observed that was over the top? 

22 A. Just the excessive - -  it seemed to me the 

23 manhandling and three big burly officers on, you know 

2 4 - -  the way they were handling this what appeared to me 

25 to be unbalanced littler guy, little wiry guy, or 
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unstable at any rate. 

Q. Unstable? 

A. And it just seemed - -  it seemed excessive to 

me and that's why I said that. 

Q. Because of the number of officers? 

A. The number, the size, the intensity, the 

duration. It seemed - -  it just seemed like a lot. It 

seemed like a lot of force. Now, again, I don't 

know - -  I didn't know what happened prior to that, you 

know, whether he'd - -  he could have been a murderer or 

stabbed somebody or who - -  who knew. But, you know, 

that was from my - -  my instant take on it was just 

that this seemed bad. This just seemed like a 

wrong - -  you know, a very intense reaction to what was 

going on. 

Q. But on the other hand, if I - -  if I 

understood your testimony, you also testified that 

during this period of time up until when Mr. Chasse 

stopped fighting, that he was very actively 

resisting - -  

A. Correct. 

MR. STEENSON: Just a second. I need to get 

in the objection. Are you done with the question? 

Q. (By Ms. Dunaway) - -  that he was very 

actively resisting all the actions that were being 
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1 taken by the officers - -  

2 A. Yes. 

3 MR. STEENSON: Just - -  

4 Q. - -  is that right? 

5 MR. STEENSON: I'm sorry, just for the 

6 record I need to make the objection. Objection, 

7 leading, argumentative. Go ahead. 

8 Q. (By Ms. Dunaway) Did I - -  did I understand 

9 your testimony correctly, that - -  

10 A. He was resisting. 

11 Q. - -  he was actively resisting? 

12 A. He was actively resisting their efforts to 

13 take him down - -  

14 Q. Okay. 

15 A. - -  yes. 

16 Q. And that was what your perception was? 

17 A. That was my perception, yes. 

18 Q. And you - -  I'm sorry, I didn't - -  I'm not 

19 sure whether you said you did or you did not see the 

2 0 Taser being used. 

21 A. I did not. 

22 Q. Were there other patrons there on the 

23 balcony? 

2 4 A. Yes. It was full. 

25 Q. And what were they doing during this 
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1 incident, besides the men next to you with whom you 

2 were speaking? 

3 A. Everyone was drawn to what was happening and 

4 I think they - -  like us, they were watching and 

5 talking at the same time. 

6 Q. Were they - -  everybody just sitting there - -  

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. - -  watching - -  

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. - -  the events as they unfolded? 

11 A. Yeah. 

12 Q. Have you ever been contacted by a movie 

13 producer in regard to making a statement in regard to 

14 a documentary that is being made about Mr. Chasse? 

15 A. No. 

16 Q. Do you know if - -  if Miss Loghry has? 

17 A. She hasn't mentioned it to me. 

18 Q. And during - -  during the struggle with the 

19 police officers, was - -  were you able to hear what 

2 0 Mr. Chasse was saying? 

2 1 A. Well, again, no. I don't recall his words, 

2 2 just that he was wailing and sort of crying, and I 

23 don't remember words when they were in the struggle. 

2 4 Q. Was Mr. Chasse pretty loud? 

2 5 A. Yes. 
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Well, yes. 

Q. During the struggle he was fairly loud then 

or pretty loud? 

A. Just the wailing, yeah. 

Q. The wailing. 

A. And when I heard him coming down the street. 

But he - -  he may have said words, I just don't 

remember what they were or - -  it's not clear to me, in 

my mind, what they might have been. It's not to say 

he didn't say anything. 

Q. That's all I have. 

EXAMINATION 

BY MS. BACK: 

Q. I'm Jean Back, and I represent AMR which is 

the paramedics that arrived in the ambulance. 

A. Right. 

Q. And so I just really have some questions 

that more involve the ambulance people and what they 

did and - -  and what you heard and saw. 

So do you recall - -  first of all, do you 

recall the various medical vehicles that arrived? 

A. Well, I recall one. I - -  I do remember 

there was one. I don't know if there might have been 

more as the building would have blocked my view of all 

the vehicles that were there. 
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Q. What vehicles did you see? 

A. I saw - -  well, at first I didn't see any 

because it was just the police officers, you know, and 

the sheriff chasing him. And then later I saw a 

paramedic, you know, van type - -  not van but truck 

kind of vehicle I believe. 

Q. Was it like a red fire truck or was it a 

white - -  

A. I think it was white. 

Q. Okay. And did you also see something that 

would look like a fire truck? 

A. I don't recall. There might have been one 

there, but I, again, only saw from my angle. 

Q. Okay. How many - -  

A. And then there was a police car at some 

point. 

Q. Okay. And did you see any of the medical - -  

how many like paramedics did you see? 

A. I saw at least two. 

Q .  Okay. 

A. There may have been more, but I can - -  

visually I remember at least two. 

Q. Okay. And what - -  what did they look like? 

A. I believe there was a woman and I just 

thought I remembered seeing a woman - -  
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Q. Okay. 

A. - -  and a man, but I don't remember the 

details of their appearance. They were I believe 

wearing - -  gosh, I want to say they were wearing dark 

blue, but I'm not sure. 

Q. Okay. Do you remember - -  do you remember 

seeing them arrive? 

A. I don't remember seeing the truck pull up. 

Q.  Okay. So did you see them get out of the 

truck? 

A. I want to say I did, but I just don't 

remember. 

Q. Okay. When's your first memory of - -  

A. Just seeing - -  seeing them, one of them, 

leaning over him and - -  and then, you know, sort of 

checking him and then them standing around talking 

with the police. 

Q. And when you - -  now, were you - -  were your 

eyes on them the whole time they were there? 

A. No. 

Q. Because you were facing the restaurant? 

A. Because I was turning back and forth, yes. 

Q. Okay. So when you said you saw them check 

him, what - -  what is your memory of what you saw? 

A. I honestly couldn't tell you. I just 
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1 remember, you know, at least one person leaning over 

2 him kind of kneeling, but I don't know what procedures 

3 they took. 

4 Q. Okay. You don't remember whether they took 

5 a blood pressure or you saw them take a blood 

6 pressure? 

7 A. I can't say for certain, no. 

8 Q. Okay. Now, when the police - -  when the 

9 ambulance vehicle arrived, was that after the struggle 

10 to get Mr. Chasse subdued was finished? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So - -  so do you - -  are you - -  they wouldn't 

have seen any of the struggle - -  

A. No. 

(2. - -  in your - -  

A. No. 

Q. Okay. And did you hear any - -  any of the 

conversation between the paramedics and the - -  and the 

police? 

A. No, not - -  I didn't. I just saw them 

talking. 

Q. And how - -  how many times did you see them 

talking? 

A. Well, I mean, it was just sort of went on. 

I don't - -  I can't tell you how many times or - -  I'm 

Schmitt & Lehmann, Inc. 
(360) 695-5554 ** (503) 223-4040 



Melissa Jane Gaylord, 7 /28 /2008  Chasse v. Humphreys, et al. 

5  4  

not sure what you mean I guess by that question. 

Q. Well, I wondered if, for instance, when they 

first arrived if you saw the paramedics speaking with 

the police? 

A. There might have been one of them talking 

with the police. I don't - -  I don't know. 

Q. Well - -  

A. I don't know the exact. 

Q. I only know - -  want to know what you 

remember seeing or hearing. 

A. Yeah. I do remember one of them checking 

him and - -  and I remember talk amongst them, but I 

don't remember details as far as how many or what time 

or how long it lasted. And - -  and, again, I just 

didn't want to be one of these people that was just 

staring the entire time. It seemed wrong to me to do 

that and so - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. - -  I turned intermittently. I wanted to see 

what was going on - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. - -  SO - -  

Q. You mentioned that - -  that Mr. Chasse didn't 

walk away of his own free will? 

A. Of his own free will, correct. 
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1 Q. But do you know whether he could walk? 

2 A. It didn't appear to me as though he could. 

3 He looked sort of limp. 

4 Q .  Okay. But do you know whether his legs were 

5 restrained at the time? 

6 A. I - -  I don't know. 

7 Q. Okay. 

8 A. It kind of looked like it, but I'm not sure. 

9 Q. Okay. Did you hear any of the conversation 

10 between Mr. Chasse and the medical people that were 

11 there, the - -  

12 MR. STEENSON: Objection - -  

13 Q. (By Ms. Back) - -  paramedic - -  

14 MR. STEENSON: - -  assumes - -  sorry. 

15 Q. (By Ms. Back) Did you hear any of the 

16 conversation between Mr. Chasse and the paramedics 

17 that were there? 

18 A. I don't know that there was any. I thought 

19 he looked still like he was unconscious. 

2 0 Q. Okay. So the - -  during the time that - -  

21 let's go back. And when do you think that, in your 

22 mind, he was first unconscious? 

23 A. When he was finally on the ground. 

2 4 Q. Okay. And were you able to see his face? 

25 A. No. 
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1 Q. Did you notice the color of his skin at all? 

2 A. No. He had on I believe a jacket and his 

3 face was turned away from me. 

4 Q. How about his hands? 

5 A. No. I - -  I couldn't tell you. I - -  

6 Q .  Were you able to see his eyes? 

7 A. No, no. 

8 Q. So you don't know whether his eyes were open 

9 or closed? 

10 A. I don't know. His face was - -  again, he was 

11 lying on the sidewalk and his face was away from me. 

12 Q. And the reason you believe he was 

13 unconscious is because he was still? 

14 A. Correct 

15 Q. Okay. Do you remember whether you observed 

16 or looked to see if he was breathing? 

17 A. No, I don't - -  

18 Q. Okay. 

19 A. I can't say. I don't know. 

2 0 Q. Do you know whether or not he was breathing? 

2 1 A. No. I would have assumed he was because - -  

22 I mean, that's my assumption. 

23 Q. Did you hear him make any noises during this 

2 4 time? 

25 A. Not that I recall. 
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Q. Okay. Did you - -  

A. I just don't - -  I don't remember. 

Q. Okay. Did you see him making any movements 

at all? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. And then when the - -  when the 

paramedics got there, was he still in the very same 

state of stillness that he was? 

A. Yes, that I recall. 

Q. And did you ever see him move at all when 

the paramedics got there? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you hear - -  and, again, you didn't hear 

him say anything? 

A. No, not that I recall. 

Q. And you don't know what - -  what tests the 

paramedics did or didn't do? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Okay. I think that's all the questions I 

have. 

MR. STEENSON: No questions. 

M S .  BACK: Thank you so much for taking your 

time to come. 

THE WITNESS: You're welcome. 

(The deposition concluded at 1 2 : 4 7  PM.) 
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